
Hello & Happy Holidays to all of you,

In olden times winter holidays were 
full of light, whether the candles were 
lit one day at a time on the Menorah 
or one time only on a tree or carried 
from house to house to guide the path 
or even mounted on someone’s head to 
bring the holiday buns to the parents.

Everyone needed and wanted light and 
still do. Light brings hope and the 
beginning of Spring. Light energizes 
me and makes me work harder and 
think better. I love light.

I am sure there are stories to go with 
every one of the holidays that are 
lighting this season. World 
Candlelight day, Diwali, Advent, 
Christmas, St. Lucia Day, Las Posadas, 
Hanukkah and Kwanzaa come to 
mind. What holiday do you celebrate 
with light? What is the story you tell?

“I will tell you 
something about 
stories . . . They 
aren't just 
entertainment. 
Don't be fooled. 
They are all we 
have, you see, all 
we have to fight 
off illness and 
death.”

― Leslie Marmon Silko, Ceremony

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2937863


ANNOUNCING
NSN’s Bold New NSN Calendar of Events for 2021!

NSN announces a dynamic Calendar of Virtual Events for 2021! YES! We will 

grow storytellers, share great tales, feature membership voices & voices from the 

world beyond to build a treasure chest for NSN’s secure future. NSN will produce 

monthly events in a variety of forms. 
There are several Slams & Fringes on the calendar, and bigger events too 

(Luuv, Earth Up!, the ‘Connected’ Conference, and Spooked.) Applications for 

curated Luuv Showcases are open now (see below.) Application forms for Slams 

and the Fringe series will open very soon.

Also, for the first time this March, NSN is collaborating with “Better Said Than 

Done” (out of North Virginia) for the Women’s Storytelling Festival. NSN is growing! 

Plan ahead! Come join in! SAVE THESE DATES!

NSN’s 2021 CALENDAR
• Jan 9: Resolute (Story Slam and live drawing for Fringe Lottery) Fringe 

application, Story Slam sign-up, and registration coming soon.

• Feb 6: Luuv  (Slam + Showcase + Late-Night Showcase) Showcase 

applications open. Slam Theme: Swoon. Slam sign-up opens mid 

January. Submit your recorded tales of Luuv (classics, epics, personals, sweet 

& sour) now at:  https://storynet.org/nsnevents/    

• March 19/20: Women’s Storytelling Festival in collaboration with ‘Better Said 

Than Done.’ Slam Theme: Fierce. Registration opening in December. More info 

at: bettersaidthandone.com/womens-festival/

• April 10: Earth Up (Weekend: Workshops, Performances, Slam, Fringe, Master 

Class, Social Time, Panel Discussions, Showcases & Kid School Program) 

Applications open January 2021
• May 15: Caught in a Bind (Slam + Fringe) 

• June 12: Amplify (Slam + Fringe) 
• July 21-25, 2021 NSN’s  ‘Connected’ Virtual Conference & Festival - Mark 

your calendars now! Applications coming soon.  

• August 21 - Hot (Slam + Fringe) 
• September 18 - Schooled (Slam + Fringe) 

• October 22-24 - Spooked (Weekend)

• November 13 - Stuffing (Slam + Fringe)

• December 11 - Light (Slam + Fringe + Family Show)

https://storynet.org/nsnevents/
http://bettersaidthandone.com/womens-festival/


A new, exciting opportunity…

Hungarian storyteller Maja Bumberák and I are partnering to bring a new depth and method 

to the Diving Deeply series, beginning with an ancient Hungarian folktale: "Fehérlófia," the 

WhiteHorseSon. This rich story, with ancient shamanistic roots, will be the subject of our 

work in this and future classes.

So, what’s different?

First of all, there are only two classes this time, expanded to 90 minutes each. They will be 

held on 8 and 15 December at 11 am Eastern US time. 

Secondly, we will be taking a much deeper look into the meanings and archetypes in this 

story. We will still be doing the good work of examining alternative paths to take through the 

story, but given its rich (and unfamiliar to many) content, everyone will benefit through this 

extra immersion in the story.

Finally, you will have the exciting chance to hear at least part of this story told by Maja in 

Hungarian - and I can tell you, this story has great power in its mother tongue! (Yes, the 

materials will be presented in English).

So sign up now at  https://transformationalstorytell.simpletix.com/e/61027



Yikes! 
I better 
zoom! You do NOT want to miss this, because 

we need your assistance. You are the teller. 
If you have not been to a Chicken Festival 
before, here is your chance to see what all 
the talk is about without leaving the 
comfort of your own home.

Registration on Eventbrite at: https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/chicken-festival-
tickets-128045502545
 
Contact: RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com for 
Zoom Meeting ID and
                        Password for each meeting
(If you are on the RAPS email list, meeting ID 
and password for each meeting will be sent to you 
automatically.)

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/chicken-festival-tickets-128045502545
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/chicken-festival-tickets-128045502545
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/chicken-festival-tickets-128045502545
mailto:RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com


Magnet 
here

Magnet 
here

Stories, Gatherings, and Story Gatherings 
around our fair state. 

January, 2020 Calendar

No events listed

 
Thanks to COVID-19, River and 
Prairie Storyweavers is going
virtual on Zoom again in December.
 
Thursday, December 3, 2020
 7:00 pm – First Thursday Meeting
Story Theme: Warm Fuzzies – 
Stories to make you feel good. This 
year especially, we could all use a 
little of this.
 
Saturday, December 12, 2020 
2:00 pm - Second Saturday Meeting
Story Theme: Ho! Ho! Ho!
 
Saturday, December 26, 2020
10:00 am - Fourth Saturday Meeting
 
Thursday, January 7, 2021
7:00 pm – First Thursday Meeting 
Story Theme: What do Snowmen/
women do at Night?
Workshop: How to turn a written 
fairy tale into a good oral story.

Riverwind Storytellers sends wishes for all 
storytellers to have a blessed and healthy 
holiday! We look forward to your virtual tales 
and in person tales by summer of 2021.

No Events Listed



MO-TELL events coming up in the next year! 
Don’t let them pass you by! 

January 16, 2021, Annual Membership Meeting
February 12, 2021, Storytelling Concert, 

“What's Love Got to Do With It?” 

Watch for other events on these dates: 

March 9
April 6
May 11
June 8
July 10

The Virtual Liar's Contest #2



Story Swap (ZOOM)

Thu, Dec 17 2020 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
An open-mic storytelling event that's open to anyone! Put your name in the hat for a 
chance to share a seven-minute story, or just come to enjoy the show.

Performance Basics (ZOOM)

Wed, Jan 6 2021 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
In this interactive workshop, explore how to create three-dimensional characters, 
bring action to vivid life, and reconstruct the story using the Storyteller’s Toolbox: 
Imagination, Voice, Body Language

When the World was New: Stories for a New Year (Facebook Live):

Thu, Jan 7 2021 6:30pm - 7:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
Join us for an evening of tales performed by Sherry Norfolk. This livestream will take 
place on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/mystorycenter.

State of Stories: Missouri’s Dynamic Quilting Traditions and Innovations (Facebook Live)

Thu, Jan 14 2021 6:30pm - 7:30pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
Many know about Kansas City Star patterns and Hamilton’s Missouri Star Quilt 
Company. Some know Fulton’s Mabel Murphy won a National Heritage Fellowship in 
1989; others may know about St.Louis

Story Swap (ZOOM)

Thu, Jan 21 2021 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
An open-mic storytelling event that's open to anyone! Put your name in the hat for a 
chance to share a seven-minute story, or just come to enjoy the show.

Storycrafting Fundamentals, Park One (ZOOM):

Mon, Jan 25 2021 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
Writer and storyteller Anthony Clark explores character development, point of view, 
the difference between showing and telling, and other story crafting techniques.

Storycrafting Fundamentals, Part Two (ZOOM):

Wed, Jan 27 2021 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
Writer and storyteller Anthony Clark explores character development, point of view, 
the difference between showing and telling, and other story crafting techniques.

Registration is necessary for these events 
at www.mymcpl.org story center events.

https://www.mymcpl.org/events/68709/story-swap-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/68914/performance-basics-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/68920/when-world-was-new-stories-new-year-facebook-live
https://www.facebook.com/mystorycenter
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/68714/state-stories-missouris-dynamic-quilting-traditions-and-innovations-facebook-live
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/68715/story-swap-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/68912/storycrafting-fundamentals-park-one-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/68913/storycrafting-fundamentals-part-two-zoom
http://www.mymcpl.org/


 As I walk around the garden here at home this 
November, I am reminded that the blooms on our 
dogwood trees each April have already been 
decided.  Missouri’s state tree is gorgeous in each 
season.  Summer brings wonderful green leaves and 
shade. In autumn bright red berries appear and 
leaves turn yellow, orange, red and even purple.  
Winter snow seems to sit in the pockets of the 
twigs. But the most interesting thing to me is to see 
all the bracts (buds) now that will turn a brilliant 
white in Spring.  Any dogwood anywhere is beautiful 
throughout the year, and you can now see the 
number of blooms a tree will have for a Spring 
treasure.
      This reminds me of one of our family’s 
Christmas traditions:  a treasure hunt! It begins 
with a search for pickle ornaments on our decorated 
tree.  We have five green pickles now, and one even 
yodels!  After gifts are opened, the four 
grandchildren must find all the pickles on the tree. 
Then they are given a clue leading to the last gift. 
This clue leads to another room, where a second 
clue is found, and the group moves on to another 
going all over the house.  All the family searches 
together as a group until the last gift is found.  No 
Grinch or Scrooge can spoil the fun and the joy of 
gift giving and receiving will occur.  Yes, the 
treasure will be there waiting!
       And Spring’s treasure will also be there waiting 
when the dogwood buds of November will blossom 
and turn bright white in April.  Guaranteed!

 by Perrin Stifel



https://extension.missouri.edu/events/slsf-virtual-mini-winterfest-workshop?
utm_campaign=599114_SLSF%20Mini%20December%20Fest&utm_medium=email&utm_sour
ce=email&dm_i=42N5,CUA2,2HDDG0,1C7GZ,1

Copy and paste this address into your browser.



I first heard Bobby Norfolk and  Beth Horner in the late 80’s.  They were the first people I 

met who had “Storyteller” as their profession.  Both kind and encouraging.  I attended an 

early 90’s National Storytelling Conference in Texas and standing on  a street corner met 

Jim “Two Crows”  Wallen and if memory serves me right, Steve Otto and Perrin Stifel and 

more. I  traveled all that way to meet more Missouri connections.  Started attending events 

put on by MO-Tell the next few years.  Workshops at parks, weekends on the goldenrod 

showboat and more meeting Sue Hinkel and Priscilla Howe, Joyce Slater  as tellers or 

organizers over the years. that weekend. I also attended a few Chicken Festivals over the 

years of fun and relaxation and story. I also began attending the National Storytelling 

Festival and hearing even more tellers. SO many wonderful tellers.

I have found I have a gift for putting on events or helping creative people keep up their 

creativity and while I do tell and sing  with young children and families solo or along with 

my husband Thom Howard over the years, my real strength is producing events for the 

library.

Over the years I have helped out in the now defunct group MOST (Mid-MO Organization of 

Storytelling) that has now folded into MO-TELL.  I have served as a board member or helper 

at many events over the years for both organizations. Have worked a lot with Larry Brown in 

the past. Even got to help out RAPS and MO-TELL when the National Conference came to 

KC many many years ago (late 90’s)  and when the National Storytelling Network moved to 

KC a few years ago.  I look forward to supporting however I am able to in future years.

Howdy, I spend most of my days as the Youth and 

Community Services Manager for the Daniel Boone 

Regional Library in Mid-Missouri.  As the picture shows, 

we are trying to see how we can do things better during 

these challenging times and bring helpful resources and 

also joy to patrons of all ages. We are attempting that in 

our Zoom Room.



What tellers have been influential in my life? There are WAY too many to mention. With 

risk of leaving someone out.  Let’s  take it down to the level of the story.  You never know 

when  a story you have heard will come back and be what you need that day.  I thank all the 

tellers I have heard.

They have asked what a favorite story is….I can say some of my faves are hearing 

different  versions of stories over the years and seeing how different cultures have similar 

themes and character roles. I am also a kid song nerd, loving to study the history of songs 

and tunes.  I also love the backstage helping at any event and seeing how talented people 

pull all the pieces together and make magic.

One day at work , I was helping  a little boy around 4 and his mom find a dinosaur book. His 

mom said he could have one book.   I was on the floor handing him choices. Mom was on 

the other side.   He had one book  in each hand.   His body was vibrating with the joy of the 

books. Mom was attempting to hurry him along and make the choice. In a deep breath he 

blurted  “Wait, I have to feel the essence of them.”   Aahhh words and story and learning.  

That is what makes our world go round.  He got to take home two books.

May you all have good story in your life.



No matter how mythic.

No matter how human. 

Serve on the Board of Directors?
Represent MO-TELL from other Missouri areas?

Coordinate, plan, and manage events?
Write grants? Help with accounting? 

Contact any existing Board Member with your ideas.
Really. You’ve seen this page for months now. 



Missouri Storytelling, Inc (MO-TELL) is an organization of 
storytellers and other interested person dedicated to 

spreading the joy and art of storytelling throughout Missouri. 

We envision that every Missourian will hear and 
share stories and keep the oral tradition alive. 
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