
“No one can make a 
story sing quite like a 
liar. Spinning 
falsehoods
is its own kind of 
storytelling.” 

- Emma Sarappo,
         The Atlantic

WELCOME ALL LIARS!!!!!!!
MO-TELL is getting ready for the annual liars 
contest and we hope you are too. The rules for 
this year are on the website. www.mo-tell.org 
Take a look at them and sign up.

Missouri has the best liars in the country.

This year’s event is being held in Columbia, 
MO at the Columbia Library on July 20th.

There will be storytelling, a workshop and a 
contest. Our annual auction will be online and 
is scheduled for August. There will be a quilt 
raffle in the month following the contest. I 
hope you are a part of this MO-TELL happening. 
Your lie could be a winner.

Keep telling your tales whether they be lies or 
truths,

Joyce Slater

President, MO-TELL



https://storynet.org/events/nsn-2024-conference/

For more information:





Magnet 
here

Magnet 
here

Stories, Gatherings, and Story Gatherings 
around our fair state. 

Thursday April 4, 2024, 7:00 pm First Thursday 
Meeting
Workshop: Pre-K Storytelling: Asia Starr
Story Theme: “Tricksters around the World”
 
Friday April 19, 2024, 7:00 pm Deb Wallen Story 
Slam
Hybrid meeting at Trailside Center AND on Zoom
Story Theme: “Plant a Seed”
 
Saturday April 20, 2024, 10:30 am Third Sat. 
Meeting
Hybrid* meeting at Woodneath AND on Zoom
 
Thursday May 2, 2024, 7:00 pm First Thursday 
Meeting
Hybrid meeting at Trailside Center AND on Zoom
Featured Teller: Linda Kuntz
Story Theme: “It Seemed Like a Good Idea at the 
Time”
 
*Hybrid meetings will be held in-person at:
            Trailside Center                      Woodneath Library Center

99th & Holmes Rd.                  8900 NE Flintlock Road
Kansas City, MO 64131         Kansas City, MO  64157

 
If not on RAPS Mailing List,
Contact: RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com for additional 
info and Zoom links.

Happy Continually
Continuing 

New Year from 
Gateway 

Storytellers! 

mailto:RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com


THE BIG RULE: Tell stories you love, or feel deeply compelled to tell. If you don’t like 
your story, or it doesn’t matter to you, the listeners won’t be engaged.

• Relax! Before you tell a story, take a deep breath. Set your intention to have a good 
time.

• Know your story (unless you happen to be making it up on the spot). The good news is 
that you don’t have to memorize the words, just know the events, sequence, character 
and setting.

• It’s as if you are watching a film in your head and are telling the audience this film. You 
may want to memorize beginning and ending phrases, or a set phrase in the middle of the 
tale, if the language of the phrase is essential to the story.

• Imagine the people, places, objects and actions fully. Experience the story clearly in 
your own mind so the listeners will experience it as well. Use all your senses to imagine 
the story.

• Remember, though, that you don’t have to tell all you know—too much detail can bore 
the listeners. You’re painting a picture with your words and gestures.
Practice. Some tellers find it useful to record their stories in practice or performance. 

• Be gentle to yourself. Look especially for the parts you did well.

• Look at your audience. Storytelling is about connection, so you want to connect with 
the listeners. Good eye contact helps the listeners know you want to connect.

• Vary your voice and your body language as the story demands. Pay attention to your 
movements so that your gestures add to the story, not detract. Some stories and some 
audiences demand more subtle gestures than others. Consider practicing in front of a 
mirror.

• Don’t worry if the listeners don’t get the same meaning from the story that you do. 
As storyteller Donald Davis says, “Meaning is the property of the listener, not the 
teller.”

• Know that the listeners have never heard this story told this way. Every storyteller is 
different, every story is different, every telling is different. Even if you think you have 
made a mistake, most listeners won’t realize it. You can usually backtrack if you’ve left 
something out.

• Don’t worry about being perfect. Know that the audience just wants to hear a good 
story. As the storyteller, you’re the bearer of this good story.

• Give credit: if you didn’t make the story up or it isn’t from your life, tell the audience 
the source. If it’s a folktale, learn as much as you can about the story’s culture. By 
respecting the author and the culture of the story, you also respect the story and the 
audience.

Have fun!

These tips are from Priscilla Howe. Thanks, Priscilla! 
Subsequent months will offer tips from various sources.

Contact Sue with your tips.   Email  suehinkel1@gmail.com or Text  314-406-0695 

mailto:suehinkel1@gmail.com
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https://youtu.be/QbvgU0dWT1U?si=XnpKTA9qsv1KEFk7

This workshop was recorded on February 6, 2024 by Mo-Tell.  www.mo-tell.org/

Dr. Kevin Cordi learned stories on an old couch as his mother would regale him with stories of West Virginia.  Since 
then, he has told stories in over 44 states, England, Japan, Canada, Singapore, Scotland, and Qatar. He has 

authored books on the craft of storytellings.  He believes the best storytellers are first listeners because to really tell 
one must first listen for the stories to find you.  He coaches storytellers and writers and teaches classes in the art of 
stories especially through play.   He holds a Doctorate in Storytelling and Education, but if you ask him the degree 

with the most significance occurred on that couch.    Like the wind, stories can carry from one place to another.  You 
can find out more about him and his work at www.kevincordi.com

clickherecickhereclickhereclickhereclickhereclickhereclickhereclickhere









Stories For Earth Month

Six tellers will share stories to celebrate Earth Month.  

Each of the tellers is offering you their stories as a gift ± they would like 
you to take the stories out into the world and share them with your 
audiences during Earth Month and beyond! 

Admission:$10     Free for ECO-SIG members  

Please spread the word to everyone who might be interested.

Saturday 
March 30, 2024
8:00 pm ET

Via Zoom

Register:
http://bit.ly/earthmon24 

Learn more:
https://bit.ly/ECO-SIG

Barry Stewart Mann  Sistah Olufemi         Joanie Calum          Gloria Elder    Bowen Lee   Jay Leeming   Roopa Mohan   
Host                            AKA Christine Arinze-Samuel 



I was on the MO-TELL board from the very beginning, my first office was secretary, I have at one time, 
or another done them all, and loved every one of them, except treasurer. MO-TELL does not have 
monthly or weekly meetings, thank goodness, but we have events. I think MO-TELL, s first event was 
Tellabration, a dinner with Storytelling, and an Auction. The next big event was fall “STORYTELLING 
WEEKEND IN MISSOURI STATE PARKS” a brilliant idea of Perrin Stifel, “EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR” at the time. He worked very hard with the State Parks Department, and we would be the last 
people to occupy the cabins before winter.

Information went out well in advance to all MO-TELL members and those interested in Storytelling. 
Reservation came in with $75.00 (I think) checks, for the weekend. All attendees were to bring bedding 
(sleeping bag, electric blanket, and sheets), towels, clothes, flashlight, and a story. Attendees would be 
assigned a cabin, the cabins had beds frames with a mattress, bathroom with a shower, and electricity. The 
cabins had hot and cold running water, BUT NO HEAT!

The Festivities began Friday afternoon, as people started to arrive. Everyone came to the dining hall, 
signed in, got a name tag, and began to meet and greet. Dinner was served by our special cooks Carol 
Potter and Violet Beaver. Introductions and announcements were made. File folders with writing material, 
park rules and schedules were given out. I am sure stories
started being told that night. Everyone went to their cabins with flashlights, made their beds, unpacked, 
and went to bed. Yes, and went to sleep in the deep dark forest with all of natures’ creatures, and sounds.

Saturday started with a fantastic breakfast, more people came, signed in, and got prepared for the day. The 
day started with a workshop given by an outstanding renowned Storyteller, picked by the MO-TELL 
board. Some of those storytellers where, Pleasant DeSpain, Micheal Parent, Jackie Torrance (my 
favorite), Ed Stivender, and others I don’t recall.

Next LUNCH, afterward some time to yourself and then a Storytelling Swapping Ground, your time to 
share a story or ask questions. A warm welcoming place, friendly, nonjudgmental. After dinner, the park 
arranged a suitable place in the park for a MO-TELL Storytelling Performance by the guest storyteller. 
The free performance was advertised to the communities surrounding the park, to come to the free 
performance. After the performance the event attendees went back to the parks’ dining hall, to tell ghost 
stories, while enjoying Amish sugar cookies made by Carol and Violet the cooks. Sunday, after cleaning 
the cabin and enjoying a wonderful breakfast, all attendees gather in a circle, singing, “May the Circle be 
Unbroken.” Each State Park weekend was different, but always wonderful and memorable!!!





We are gathering any and all history of Missouri Storytelling, Inc. from the very beginning
in the mid 1980s to the present. We, the Board, are asking you to be a part of that history. Send a
memory and a take a moment to tell about you and MO-TELL!

Send any and all memories in writing to Perrin Stifel, 636 Elmwood Ave., St. Louis, MO
63119. Old-fashioned handwriting is fine. Or send an attachment (Word document) or email to
pstifelstl@earthlink.net or call Perrin at 314-413-2858 to set up a verbal interview with him or
another board member. Some of us like to write, others like to share verbally. Text is also fine!
Please consider the 5 W’s--Who, What, When, Where, Why--as you write a memory.
That will help us the most. Please send any old photos, programs, tickets, or MO-TELL Register
newsletters (printed only). We will compile this history for folks to read and reminisce.

Your current information is very important!
Name, address, phone, email
Here are some questions to jog a memory. The most important thing is to share a memory and
have fun with it!
Were you there when MO-TELL began? David Schlamb and I gathered at my home to propose a
state-wide organization. Ruthilde Kronberg was there from the start to support the idea of MO-
TELL. Lynn Rubright and Annette Harrison mentored many of us. We have the names of all the
charter members. There were 35 people included as Charter Members.
Were or are you an officer? 
Title – Years 
Were or are you on the board? Years
What was your first MO-TELL experience?
Did you attend any Workshop Weekends? Who was featured? Did you tell? They were at Cuivre
River State Park and Lake of the Ozarks State Park. Remember Nora Gilman? Jackie Torrence?
Richard Renner? Pleasant de Spain? Kevin Locke? Etc., etc.

What Missouri River Storytelling Festivals do you remember? Was it on the Goldenrod Showboat
or elsewhere in St. Charles? Do you remember the tent on the shore? Depot?
Most vivid memory ever
Funniest memory ever
An AHA! Memory
Tellabration: What year did you attend? Did you tell? Where? At one of the churches?
Did you ever tell at one of the Missouri State Park Storytelling Series events? Or attend and hear
someone tell for the first time?
Above all, we want to hear from you…

 Thanks, Perrin and the MO-TELL board.



The Missouri State Parks office is in the 
process of assigning storytellers to the 

state parks and historic sites.  
Watch for emails.

The Missouri Liars Contest is set for July 20 
in Columbia, MO.  Check the website, www.mo-

tell.org for details.

Check out the website and the facebook page 
of MO-TELL.

http://www.mo-tell.org/
http://www.mo-tell.org/


In which decade in the 20 th Century was MO-TELL founded?

Perrin Stifel was the first Executive Director of MO-TELL. Who 
was the second?

What two Missouri State Parks hosted MO-TELL’s Workshop 
Weekends in the early years?

Who preceded Joyce Slater as President of MO-TELL?

Who was the first Lifetime Member of MO-TELL?

Who was instrumental in founding the Missouri Liars Contest?

What was the name of the 1909 Showboat where the Missouri 
River Storytelling Festival began

in St. Charles, MO?

Who creates the MO-TELL Newsletter known as the MO-TELL 
Register?

Which is the MO-TELL website? mo-tell.org or mo-tell.net?

After Connecticut, Missouri and one other state joined 
Tellabration in its 2 nd year. What is the

name of the state?

Bonus: MO-TELL’s logo is shaped like an actual motel sign on 
historic Route 66 in the St. Louis area. It was a classic 

infamous motel with a garage for each motel room! 
Name the motel!



Story Swap (Hybrid)

Thu, Apr 18 2024 6:30pm - 8:00pm Story Center Programming Room Story 
Center Event Registration Required
This open-mic storytelling event is open to anyone! Put your name in the hat for 
a chance to share a seven-minute story, or just come to enjoy the show.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW
Copyright Basics (Zoom)

Tue, Apr 23 2024 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
Learn the basics of copyright law, what rights copyright holders have, the 
exceptions to those rights, and the proper application of fair use from Chris 
LeBeau, a member of the faculty for the Univers
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW
Resources for Storytellers

Tue, Apr 30 2024 6:00pm - 7:00pm Dearborn Programming Space Story Center 
Event Registration Required
It takes various tools to become a seasoned storyteller, including books, 
websites, organizations, and more.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW

https://www.mymcpl.org/events/95344/story-swap-hybrid
https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/story-center
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/95344/story-swap-hybrid
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D95344
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/95467/copyright-basics-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/95467/copyright-basics-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D95467
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/93645/resources-storytellers
https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/dearborn
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/93645/resources-storytellers
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D93645


 Little boy on left is yours truly with my sisters long ago. - kw



Membership dues
Fiscal year, February 1-January 31

Membership Annual dues                               comes with

Single membership 1 year $25                         MO-Tell Prestige

Single membership 2 years $40                                               MO-Tell Prestige

Family membership 1 year $35                                              Family-wide 
                                Mo-tELL Prestige

Family membership 2 years $50                                        Twice as much of 
                                   the same!!

Lifetime membership -60 $250                         Logo Bag plus
                                                                                                 Member’s choice of one:

                            (Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Lifetime membership 60+     $200                          Logo Bag plus
                                                  Member’s choice of one:

                                                                                  (Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Send check payable to:

MO-TELL c/o Jackie Wright, PO Box 28994, St. Louis, MO 63132-8994

  Olivette Branch Post Office,  9621 Olive Blvd. 63132-9998.  

The Benefits You receive for your active Membership:

1. Missouri State Parks storytelling opportunities for the future
2. Missouri Liar’s contest
3. Web site presence for storytellers
4. Monthly storytelling programs
5. Loads of Merch (hats, caps, cups, mugs, bags, and whatnot!)
6. National Storytelling Network affiliation
7. A World Class newsletter (Huzzah!)
8. Annual membership meeting (and a voice therein!)
9. Connection to the other storytelling organizations in the region 



There was once an old woman who was very poor and lived in a small mud hut 
thatched with mats made from the leaves of the tombo palm in the bush. She 
was often very hungry, as there was no one to look after her. In the olden days, 
the moon used often to come down to the earth, although she lived most of the 
time in the sky. The moon was a fat woman with a skin of hide, and she was 
full of fat meat. She was quite round, and in the night used to give plenty of 
light. The moon was sorry for the poor starving old woman, so she came to her 
and said, “You may cut some of my meat away for your food.”

This the old woman did every evening, and the moon got smaller and smaller 
until you could scarcely see her at all. Of course this made her give very little 
light, and all the people began to grumble in consequence, and to ask why it 
was that the moon was getting so thin.

At last, the people went to the old woman’s house where there happened to be a 
little girl sleeping. She had been there for some little time, and had seen the 
moon come down every evening, and the old woman go out with her knife and 
carve her daily supply of meat out of the moon. As she was very frightened, she 
told the people all about it, so they determined to set a watch on the movements 
of the old woman.

That very night the moon came down as usual, and the old woman went out 
with her knife and basket to get her food; but before she could carve any meat 
all the people rushed out shouting, and the moon was so frightened that she 
went back again into the sky, and never came down again to the earth. The old 
woman was left to starve in the bush.

Ever since that time the moon has hidden herself most of the day, as she was so 
frightened, and she still gets very thin once a month, but later on she gets fat 
again, and when she is quite fat she gives plenty of light all the night; but this 
does not last very long, and she begins to get thinner and thinner, in the same 
way as she did when the old woman was carving her meat from her.



Missouri Storytelling, Inc (MO-TELL) is an organization of 
storytellers and other interested persons dedicated to 

spreading the joy and art of storytelling throughout Missouri. 

We envision that every Missourian will hear and 
share stories and keep the oral tradition alive. 

Newsletter design by

President: Joyce Slater, joyceslater20@gmail.com

Vice-President: Sue Hinkel, suehinkel1@gmail.com

Treasurer: Jackie Wright, jpapawright@sbcglobal.net (Membership)

Secretary: Linda Kuntz, iharilag@gmail.com

At Large: Gary Kuntz, galirahi@aol.com
Nancee Walker Micham, walkermicham@gmail.com
Glen “Papa” Wright, jpapawright@sbcglobal.net

                      
Emeritus: Perrin Stifel, pstifelstl@earthlink.net

www.mo-tell.org
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Our mailing address: 7338 Belleview Ave, Kansas City, MO 64114

Ken Wolfe - SurlyAardvark Productions



Trivia Answers Below

Answers:

• 1980’s
• Sue Hinkel

•Cuivre River and Lake of 
the Ozarks State Parks

• Larry Brown
• Elizabeth Caroland, Alice 

Stifel’s mother. She 
housed numerous featured 

tellers in the early
years.

• Anthony Clark
• The Goldenrod Showboat

• Ken Wolfe
• mo-tell.org

• Texas

Bonus:

• Coral Courts


