
‘The future belongs to a 
different kind of 
person with a different 
kind of mind: artists, 
inventors, storytellers-
creative and holistic
‘right-brain’ thinkers.”

 -Daniel Pink

Happy New Year, my friends,

I am excited about 2024 and all that it will bring. There 
will be new stories and new storytellers and new 
opportunities to share the stories.

2023 was phenomenal for MO-TELL. We brought 
storytellers to Missouri State Parks and Historic Sites. 
Four online concerts were produced. Kick off for 
Tellabration included a concert with Bil Lepp and our 
in person Tellabration concert included some great 
tellers in the St. Louis area. There was a liars contest, 
an auction and a quilt raffle. We produced a monthly 
newsletter to keep you all informed.

Come to our annual membership meeting to get the 
full scoop on MO-TELL’s year of 2023. The annual 
meeting is on January 23.

I thank all the board members of MO-TELL for making 
this year a wonderful success. Our newsletter is the 
creation of Ken Wolfe who takes my info and turns it 
into a work of art.

I thank all of you, the members of MO-TELL because 
you believe in the power of storytelling.

Thank you.

Love to you all and keep telling your stories,

Joyce Slater

President of MO-TELL



Magnet 
here

Magnet 
here

Stories, Gatherings, and Story Gatherings 
around our fair state. 

 Thursday January 4, 2024, 7:00 pm First Thursday 
Meeting
Hybrid meetings return to Trailside Center AND on 
Zoom
Featured Teller: Jean Groth
Story Theme: “Winter ????”
 
Friday, January 19, 2024 thru Sunday, January 21, 
2024
River and Prairie Storyweavers’ Chicken Festival 2024
Henry County Museum, Clinton, MO
 
Saturday January 20, 2024, No Third Saturday RAPS 
Meeting
At Woodneath Story Center (See you at the Chicken 
Festival)
 
Thursday February 1, 2024, 7:00 pm First Thursday 
Meeting
Hybrid meeting at Trailside Center AND on Zoom
Workshop: Using Various Types of Microphones: Jim 
Wallen
Story Theme: “There’s Magic in the Air”
 
*Hybrid meetings will be held in-person at:

 Trailside Center                      Woodneath Library Center 
99th & Holmes Rd.                  8900 NE Flintlock Road 
Kansas City, MO 64131         Kansas City, MO  64157
 
If not on RAPS Mailing List,

Contact: RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com for additional info 
and Zoom links.
On Thu, Dec 28, 2023 at 4:10 PM Joyce Slater <joyceslater20@gmail.com> wrote:
Anything for the newsletter for January?  Joyce

Happy New Year 
from Gateway 
Storytellers! 

mailto:RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com
mailto:joyceslater20@gmail.com


This is the registration link for the Nov 18 RAPS Tellabration event.

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvd--
oqzIiEtXX24HSrJNILBWnEl3dJwDO

Some basic things to think about when telling a 
story may not be about the story itself but about 
physical appearance and more. 

Here are three things to consider.

1. CLOTHING:

Yes, wear some, that is the first thing! Choose 
something that isn’t more interesting than your 
story. For example: Don’t wear a sweater that has 
12 ribbons hanging down the front with a jiggle bell 
on the end of each ribbon. The bells will make a 
jiggling sound even if the clapper is taken out of 
each bell; the metal bells
will still clang against each other and can be 
annoying. That lesson was learned the hard way.

2. JEWELRY OR CHANGE IN A POCKET: 

Jewelry, such as bracelets and necklaces can be 
annoying and noisy when they clang against each 
other while performing. Coins in the pockets will do 
the same thing. These noises often interfere with 
what the sound system picks up.

3. PAUSES:

Tell the story with some appropriate pauses, which 
will give your audience a chance to laugh, catch up 
with the story, or to realize a point in your story.

These tips are Sue’s own. Subsequent months will offer tips from various sources.
Contact Sue with your tips.   Email  suehinkel1@gmail.com or Text  314-406-0695 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvd--oqzIiEtXX24HSrJNILBWnEl3dJwDO
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvd--oqzIiEtXX24HSrJNILBWnEl3dJwDO
mailto:suehinkel1@gmail.com


VWRU\EHDVW�RUJ�DUFKLYH



Stories are like seeds, waiting to sprout, grow, and flourish. Too often, we focus on 
stories when they are fully formed, neglecting the vibrant potential that exists during 
their gestation. This intensive program, "Unlocking the Power of Play," is designed for 
storytellers with unfinished tales, those who wish to explore and nurture the seeds of 
their narratives. Through the art of play and the support of a storytelling partner, we will 
embark on a transformative journey to breathe life into your stories like never before. 
Bring a story idea or a start of a story and we will use play to discover the many 
directions the stories can travel.  Walk out with not only new ideas for the story, 
but new awareness for the story making process.

This intensive works for beginning story enthusiasts to advanced storytellers.  It also 
appeals to educators, writers, and librarians who want to explore new ways to use 
stories in their work.

*A variation of this  workshop will also be shared at the 2024 National Storytelling 
Network Conference in Washington State.  We invite you to come and see here before 
the conference. 

Workshop, In person only
Date: February 6, 2024
Time: 4:30-7:00 pm
Place: Trailside Center, 99th & Holmes, KCMO
Fee: $10 Space is limited

To secure a space in the workshop, contact Joyce Slater 
at joyceslater20@gmail.com or 816-804-2442 by February 1, 2024
Remit your check for $10 to:
 Missouri Storytelling, Inc., 9621 Olive Blvd #28994 • St. Louis, MO 63132-9998

Kevin Cordi, Assistant Professor in Education at 
Ohio University Lancaster.

Storytelling teacher
Professional storyteller
National Story/Storytelling Consultant
www.kevincordi.com
“Together we make a difference with stories.”

mailto:joyceslater20@gmail.com
http://www.kevincordi.com/


https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvf-qvqz0iGtPDKL0dDVD9AGiYWvTQVQd1 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvf-qvqz0iGtPDKL0dDVD9AGiYWvTQVQd1


                                                                    

I joined MO-TELL back when Larry Brown was President of the group and became a 
board member at large when Joyce Slater became President.  I’ve been a member of 
the board ever since.  The reason I’ve remained on the board is that this is a way I 
could help advance storytelling in the state of Missouri.  

I found that I could help with storytelling in Missouri by participating in the Missouri 
Liars Contest from the beginning, when Anthony Clark started the contest in 2015.  I 
also told stories at three of the state parks as part of the partnership between MO-
TELL and the State Parks.  I’ve had the opportunity to tell at Knob Noster State Park, 
along with my wife Linda, Wakonda State Park, and the Arrow Rock State Historical 
Site as part of their Children’s Craft Fair.  In 2023 I helped produce four virtual 
storytelling programs using the Zoom platform: “Irish Tales” in March, “Crazy Days 
of Summer” in June, “A New Moon, A New Beginning” in September, and “Helping 
Hands” in December.  In 2024 Nancee Walker-Micham and I are going to produce 
four more shows for MO-TELL, each on the 2nd Tuesday of the month: “Winds” in 
March, “Freedom” in June, “Hauntings” in September, and “Tell Me A Story” in 
December.

I have been very fortunate in having many people encourage, help, teach, and mentor 
me in storytelling.  Encouraging and helping others in storytelling is something I hope 
I will be able to do in the years to come.  There are many memories over the years and 
one that stands out is when Linda and I, for the first time, encouraged and helped 
mentor Carol Kariotis who won the Missouri Liars Contest!

Gary Kuntz
5704 N Euclid Ave, Gladstone MO 64118
galirahi@aol.com
816-896-8611

mailto:galirahi@aol.com


Winter Winds Storyfest, February 24, 2024
MO-TELL Liars Contest, July 20, 2024

Details forthcoming, dontcha know…



We are gathering any and all history of Missouri Storytelling, Inc. from the very beginning
in the mid 1980s to the present. We, the Board, are asking you to be a part of that history. Send a
memory and a take a moment to tell about you and MO-TELL!

Send any and all memories in writing to Perrin Stifel, 636 Elmwood Ave., St. Louis, MO
63119. Old-fashioned handwriting is fine. Or send an attachment (Word document) or email to
pstifelstl@earthlink.net or call Perrin at 314-413-2858 to set up a verbal interview with him or
another board member. Some of us like to write, others like to share verbally. Text is also fine!
Please consider the 5 W’s--Who, What, When, Where, Why--as you write a memory.
That will help us the most. Please send any old photos, programs, tickets, or MO-TELL Register
newsletters (printed only). We will compile this history for folks to read and reminisce.

Your current information is very important!
Name, address, phone, email
Here are some questions to jog a memory. The most important thing is to share a memory and
have fun with it!
Were you there when MO-TELL began? David Schlamb and I gathered at my home to propose a
state-wide organization. Ruthilde Kronberg was there from the start to support the idea of MO-
TELL. Lynn Rubright and Annette Harrison mentored many of us. We have the names of all the
charter members. There were 35 people included as Charter Members.
Were or are you an officer? 
Title – Years 
Were or are you on the board? Years
What was your first MO-TELL experience?
Did you attend any Workshop Weekends? Who was featured? Did you tell? They were at Cuivre
River State Park and Lake of the Ozarks State Park. Remember Nora Gilman? Jackie Torrence?
Richard Renner? Pleasant de Spain? Kevin Locke? Etc., etc.

What Missouri River Storytelling Festivals do you remember? Was it on the Goldenrod Showboat
or elsewhere in St. Charles? Do you remember the tent on the shore? Depot?
Most vivid memory ever
Funniest memory ever
An AHA! Memory
Tellabration: What year did you attend? Did you tell? Where? At one of the churches?
Did you ever tell at one of the Missouri State Park Storytelling Series events? Or attend and hear
someone tell for the first time?
Above all, we want to hear from you…

 Thanks, Perrin and the MO-TELL board.
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Storycrafting Fundamentals (Zoom)

Wed, Jan 10 2024 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
Writer and storyteller Laura Packer will explore character development, story structure, 
point of view, understanding your audience, and other story crafting techniques.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW
Introduction to Writing Audio Dramas (Zoom)

Thu, Jan 11 2024 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
Fictional indie audio dramas are experiencing a boom! Join Jackie Hedeman, co-creator 
of the sci-fi podcast The Pasithea Powder, to learn the fundamentals of writing for 
narrative audio.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW
Story Swap (Hybrid)

Thu, Jan 18 2024 6:30pm - 8:00pm Story Center Programming Room Story Center 
Event Registration Required
This open-mic storytelling event is open to anyone! Put your name in the hat for a chance 
to share a seven-minute story, or just come to enjoy the show.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW
Performance Basics (Zoom)

Mon, Jan 22 2024 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
In this interactive workshop, discover how to unleash your potential and connect with your 
audience from storyteller George Pettigrew.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW
Resources for Storytellers (Hybrid)

Mon, Jan 29 2024 6:30pm - 8:00pm Story Center Programming Room Story Center 
Event Registration Required
It takes various tools to become a seasoned storyteller or writer, including books, 
websites, organizations, and more.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW

https://www.mymcpl.org/events/93047/storycrafting-fundamentals-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/93047/storycrafting-fundamentals-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D93047
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/93051/introduction-writing-audio-dramas-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/93051/introduction-writing-audio-dramas-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D93051
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/93017/story-swap-hybrid
https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/story-center
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/93017/story-swap-hybrid
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D93017
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/93018/performance-basics-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/93018/performance-basics-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D93018
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/93048/resources-storytellers-hybrid
https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/story-center
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/93048/resources-storytellers-hybrid
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D93048


We’ll be meeting on Zoom 
January 23, 7 o’clock. 

here’s the registration link! 
Click Below to Register & Join us.

       https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvf-

qvqz0iGtPDKL0dDVD9AGiYWvTQVQd1    

By the way, anyone interested 
in joining the board in any capacity 

should contact 
Joyce Slater, joyceslater20@gmail.com.  

You can run for a position or join at 
large.  We are open to new members.

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvf-qvqz0iGtPDKL0dDVD9AGiYWvTQVQd1
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvf-qvqz0iGtPDKL0dDVD9AGiYWvTQVQd1
mailto:joyceslater20@gmail.com


Normally, we’d say “don’t look down” but, in this 
instance, the details for membership are below. 



Membership dues
Fiscal year, February 1-January 31

Membership Annual dues                               comes with

Single membership 1 year $25                         MO-Tell Prestige

Single membership 2 years $40                                               MO-Tell Prestige

Family membership 1 year $35                                              Family-wide 
                                Mo-tELL Prestige

Family membership 2 years $50                                        Twice as much of 
                                   the same!!

Lifetime membership -60 $250                         Logo Bag plus
                                                                                                 Member’s choice of one:

                            (Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Lifetime membership 60+     $200                          Logo Bag plus
                                                  Member’s choice of one:

                                                                                  (Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Send check payable to:

MO-TELL c/o Jackie Wright, PO Box 28994, St. Louis, MO 63132-8994

  Olivette Branch Post Office,  9621 Olive Blvd. 63132-9998.  

The Benefits You receive for your active Membership:

1. Missouri State Parks storytelling opportunities for the future
2. Missouri Liar’s contest
3. Web site presence for storytellers
4. Monthly storytelling programs
5. Loads of Merch (hats, caps, cups, mugs, bags, and whatnot!)
6. National Storytelling Network affiliation
7. A World Class newsletter (Huzzah!)
8. Annual membership meeting (and a voice therein!)
9. Connection to the other storytelling organizations in the region 



There was once a chief who decided that he wanted to give a party for his entire 
kingdom. Everyone was invited. He would provide all the food and entertainment. 
The only thing he asked was that each family brings a gourd of wine. This would be 
poured into a huge pot from which all would be served. All the villages were buzzing 
with excitement. People were deciding what to wear and wondering what dances and 
stories would be performed. It promised to be a fabulous party.

One farmer was talking with his wife as they were getting ready on the day of the 
party and said, "Why should we spend good money on a gourd full of wine for the 
king's party? Isn't this party supposed to be free?"

"But dear," said his wife, "All the king is asking for is one gourd of wine. Is that 
really asking so much?"

But the stingy farmer, thinking himself very clever replied, "Who will notice one 
gourd of water in a big pot full of wine?"

So the farmer filled his gourd with water instead of wine. When the people were all 
gathered waiting for the party to begin, the king called everyone together for a toast.

"Let every cup be filled," he shouted, "That we may drink to the future of our land! 
May this party be as fine as the wine we are about to drink!"

Everyone raised their cups in a cheer before they drank. The farmer then took a sip of 
his wine. But when he tasted it, he threw his cup down and shouted, "This is only 
water!"

All the others had the same complaint. It seems that the farmer was not the only one 
who had the idea to put water instead of wine into his gourd. They had all done it. So 
it was that all they had to drink at the party was water. The king was so disappointed, 
that he ended the party early.



• I will hit the snooze button on the alarm only 4 times 
instead of 5.
• I will make my bed once per month.
• I will run every morning — to the refrigerator before 
breakfast.
• I will become a pro at MO-TELL ZOOM events by mastering 
the mute/unmute button without embarrassing myself.
• I will set a world record by breaking more New Year’s 
Resolutions than anyone ever.
• I will keep a diary of everything healthy I eat for three 
days… or at least 2 days.
• I will keep my computer free of coffee drips, crumbs, and 
try to reduce my emails I don’t need or want from 2,000 to 
500.
• I will break my New Year’s Resolutions by March.
• I will vote early and often in the 2024 presidential 
election.
• I will not take a nap unless I need one.

Seriously, try one of the following:
I will be kind to someone every day.
I will smile more.
I will be a gentle soul.



Missouri Storytelling, Inc (MO-TELL) is an organization of 
storytellers and other interested persons dedicated to 

spreading the joy and art of storytelling throughout Missouri. 

We envision that every Missourian will hear and 
share stories and keep the oral tradition alive. 

Newsletter design by

President: Joyce Slater, joyceslater20@gmail.com

Vice-President: Sue Hinkel, suehinkel1@gmail.com
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Secretary: Linda Kuntz, iharilag@gmail.com

At Large: Gary Kuntz, galirahi@aol.com
Nancee Walker Micham, walkermicham@gmail.com
Glen “Papa” Wright, jpapawright@sbcglobal.net
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