
Hello my friends,

November is traditionally the month for Tellabration! A night of 
storytelling! It is also, of course, the month when we celebrate 
Thanksgiving. We celebrate both events with stories. Have you ever been 
to a Thanksgiving dinner where there were no stories? If you have, it 
must have been a sad occasion indeed. There may be some gossiping, 
some bragging, maybe even some lying. We share our stories of gratitude. 
I am so grateful for my family and my friends. So many of my friends 
are storytellers. Tellabration! is such a wonderful time to listen to our 
friends tell stories. Will you be telling a story for Tellabration? I will. 
Happy Thanksgiving and Happy Tellabration!

This year three organizations will join with the National Storytelling 
Network to celebrate Tellabration on November 19th . The organizations 
are River and Prairie Storyweavers, Missouri Storytelling Inc. and 
Gateway Storytellers. The storytellers, friends, are listed below.

Heather Harlan Sue Hinkel Carole Shelton

Joyce Slater Asia Starr Marilyn Sue Warren

Put this on your calendar: Tellabration! A Night of Storytelling

November 19, 2022, 7 pm

Tellabration on Saturday, November 19, 2022, at Trailside Center, 9901

Holmes, Kansas City, MO 64131 AND on Zoom at 7:00 pm (central)

Register in advance for this meeting:

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYpd-
CrrjwvG919CEoJLp0jAss2Kw69LmxW  

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing 
information about joining the meeting. Please keep telling your tales and 
stay in touch.

Joyce Slater

President of MO-TELL

“Tell me the facts and I’ll 
learn. Tell me the truth 
and I’ll believe.

But tell me a story and it 
will live in my heart 
forever.” –

 Native American Proverb



Register in advance for this meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYpd-CrrjwvG919CEoJLp0jAss2Kw69LmxW 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYpd-CrrjwvG919CEoJLp0jAss2Kw69LmxW


storybeast.org/archive



Our storyteller for the month of November 
is Denise Grow, dedicated entertainer, 
writer and educator from Cass County, 
Missouri with a passion for historical lives 
of everyday people.

 Born in Kansas City, Kansas but 
before she was 5 the family moved to 
Belton, MO. where she grew up, to a two-
room shack, outhouse and all! Denise was 
the oldest of 6 and remembers her humble 
beginnings. Eventually though there would 
be indoor plumbing and a bathroom of 
sorts in the corner of the kitchen, just 
draw the curtain.

Your words here...

She wasn’t exposed to a lot of storytelling in her early days, although she does 
remember an Uncle who had a dry sense of humor and could spin a good yarn. There 
was more music in her household; her father was a jazz musician, as well as many of 
her uncle’s. Daddy didn’t make a living playing his trumpet, a gig player in Kansas 
City on the weekends mostly, she fondly remembers he loved his family more than 
his music and made a living as a bricklayer. She also remembers the family 
cramming into an old Studebaker Flatbed Truck to visit Grandma who still lived in 
Kansas City, KS. Yes 6 children and 2 adults!

Denise would marry and have 3 children, 2 sons and 1 daughter and was fine with 
being a stay at home Mom. She did odd jobs here and there but her love was raising 
her children. Her storytelling journey would begin later in life; she had always 
enjoyed writing, and is a published author of short stories and essays in magazines, 
literary journals and periodicals. It was when she began working as the Schoolmarm 
for The Deanna Rose Children’s Farmstead that her storytelling began. She did 
extensive research on one room schools that led to doing presentations and programs 
for schools, senior homes and other places about the one room schoolhouse.

While doing her programs for the farmstead she partnered up with The Cass County 
Living History Guild who wanted to do a major production of The Orphan Train 
History.  Many children came to that area and a living granddaughter of one of the 
Orphan Train Riders arrived in Cass County. Denise was tasked with writing the 
drama, with her skills as a writer and a researcher, she delved into the history of the 
Orphan Trains of America, and the drama was presented on the platform of the 
Belton, Grandview and Kansas City railroad train station in 2005 and numerous 
times throughout 2006. 



The actors, “orphans” actually arrived on the train, the kids leaning out the 
windows and pulled in to the station! It still gives her chills talking about it.

The Orphan Train is a controversial subject in our history. Some say it was 
not right for the children to be exploited and taken away to strangers. Some say it 
was a blessing for these poor wretches of human society, living on the streets of New 
York City. The Orphan Trains began in 1854 and lasted 75 years ending in 1929. Dr. 
Charles Loring Brace started an orphanage in New York City, seeing the need, but the 
need was too great for that. He realized as the trains went further and further to the 
west that maybe there was a better life for these children and started a grass roots 
movement, spreading the word. Some children even went as far as Alaska. Of course 
with any movement like this there is going to be good and bad but Dr. Charles’s heart 
for these children was in the right place.

Nowadays Denise makes her home in rural Cass County near Harrisonville, 
MO, on a little hobby farm where she raises heritage poultry and heirloom 
vegetables. Due to health issues has not been able to tell in recent years but hopes to 
return to it soon. She joins us on Zoom as often as she can and looks forward to tell 
her favorite personal story Larry the Lizard with her original song that goes with it, in 
fact Denise writes and sings an original song for all the stories she tells which 
distinguishes her from many tellers!

 Denise’s favorite song is the Bluegrass Classic, There is a Time, by Rodney 
Dillard and we will end with that great last verse!

So do your wanderin’ in the Springtime, find your love in the summer sun

Frost will come and bring the harvest; you can rest when day is done.

  

  Write a haiku about Denise Grow and her adventures.      

Remember: sensory details, 3 lines:

 5 syllables, 7 syllables, 5 syllables.



Magnet 
here

Magnet 
here

Stories, Gatherings, and Story Gatherings 
around our fair state. 

No meeting this month! 

RAPS Meetings for November 2022 for 
MO-TELL Newsletter.
Thursday November 3, 2022, 7:00 pm First Thursday 
Meeting
Hybrid* meeting at Trailside Center AND on Zoom
Story Theme: “What Happened to the Turkey?”
 
Saturday November 19, 2022, 10:30 am
Hybrid* meeting at Woodneath AND on Zoom
 
Saturday November 19, 2022, 7:00 pm
I-70 Missouri Tellabration sponsored by MO-TELL,
            Gateway Storytellers, and RAPS
Hybrid* event at Trailside Center AND on Zoom
(Advanced registration required to attend on Zoom.)
 
Thursday December 1, 2022, 7:00 pm First Thursday 
Meeting
Hybrid* meeting at Trailside Center AND on Zoom
Dessert Bar (for in-person attendees ONLY)
Story Theme: “The Best Present EVER!!!!!”
 
SAVE THE DATE: RAPS CHICKEN FESTIVAL
        
In-Person ONLY  - January 13-15, 2023
     Americas Best Value Inn & Suites
     Nevada, MO
 
*Hybrid meetings will be held in-person at:
   Trailside Center                      Woodneath Library Center
    99th & Holmes Rd.                  8900 NE Flintlock Road.        
    Kansas City, MO 64131          Kansas City, MO  64157
 
If not on RAPS Mailing List,
Contact: RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com for additional info 
and Zoom links.

Solve this Secret 
message!

Simply spray this box with lemon 
juice and hold it up close before a 
gentle fire to reveal the secret 

message of love and encouragement. 

Then, of course, get yourself a new digital device as you’ll have just melted your lemony screen.

mailto:RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com


Performance Showcase & Masterclass (Hybrid)

Wed, Nov 9 2022 6:30pm - 8:00pm Story Center Programming Room Story 
Center Event Registration Required
Bring your best seven-minute story to perform and get feedback from expert 
storyteller Angela J. Williams. This class is part of the Oral Storytelling 
Certification Program.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW
Story Swap

Thu, Nov 17 2022 6:30pm - 8:00pm Story Center Programming Room Story 
Center Event Registration Required
This open-mic storytelling event is open to anyone! Put your name in the hat for 
a chance to share a seven-minute story or just come enjoy the show.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW
Bringing History to Life

Thu, Dec 1 2022 6:30pm - 8:00pm Story Center Programming Room Story 
Center Event Full (waiting list)
Storyteller, educator, and interpreter Mary L. Schmidt will discuss ways to 
interpret our past.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW
Storytelling Certificate Celebration: Oral Storytelling

Sat, Dec 3 2022 10:30am - 12:00pm Woodneath Community Room 2 Story 
Center Event Registration Required
Join The Story Center as we recognize the participants that have earned their 
certificate from The Oral Storytelling Certificate Program.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW

https://www.mymcpl.org/events/79662/performance-showcase-masterclass-hybrid
https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/story-center
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/79662/performance-showcase-masterclass-hybrid
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D79662
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/79666/story-swap
https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/story-center
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/79666/story-swap
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D79666
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/81599/bringing-history-life
https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/story-center
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/81599/bringing-history-life
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D81599
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/79667/storytelling-certificate-celebration-oral-storytelling
https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/woodneath-library-center
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/79667/storytelling-certificate-celebration-oral-storytelling
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D79667


Normally, we’d say “don’t look down” but, in this 
instance, the details for membership are below. 



Membership dues
Fiscal year, February 1-January 31

Membership Annual dues                               comes with

Single membership 1 year $25                         MO-Tell Prestige

Single membership 2 years $40                                               MO-Tell Prestige

Family membership 1 year $35                                              Family-wide 
                                Mo-tELL Prestige

Family membership 2 years $50                                        Twice as much of 
                                   the same!!

Lifetime membership -60 $250                         Logo Bag plus
                                                                                                 Member’s choice of one:

                            (Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Lifetime membership 60+     $200                          Logo Bag plus
                                                  Member’s choice of one:

                                                                                  (Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Send check payable to:

MO-Tell
c/o
Sue Hinkel
2236 Highway N
Pacific, MO 63069

Or pay via MO-TELL’s PayPal account: suehinkel1@gmail.com

The Benefits You receive for your active Membership:

1. Missouri State Parks storytelling opportunities for the future
2. Missouri Liar’s contest
3. Web site presence for storytellers
4. Monthly storytelling programs
5. Loads of Merch (hats, caps, cups, mugs, bags, and whatnot!)
6. National Storytelling Network affiliation
7. A World Class newsletter (Huzzah!)
8. Annual membership meeting (and a voice therein!)
9. Connection to the other storytelling organizations in the region 



1. What did the turkey say to the 
computer?  

 Google, Google, Google!

2. What is a pumpkin’s favorite sport?

Squash
3. What was the turkey suspected of?

Fowl play

4. What’s the best way to overstuff a turkey?

  Give him lots of pizza 
and ice cream.

5. Which side of the turkey has the most 
feathers? 

 The outside

6. What smells the best at Thanksgiving 
dinner? 

Your nose, of course.

7. What happened when the turkey got into a 
fight?

  He got the stuffing 
knocked out of him.

8. What do you call a running turkey? 

 Fast food!

9. Knock Knock.  
Who’s there?  
Tamara.  
Tamara who?

Tamara we’re going to have 
turkey leftovers...

10. Why did the turkey cross the road?

It was the chicken’s day off!
     Never fear!  The Chicken Festival is 

coming SOON!

Bonus:  

Knock knock!  
Who’s there?  
Dewy?  
DEWEY WHO? 

Dewey have to wait long to eat?



The migrant workers scuttling for work, scrabbling to live, looked 
always for pleasure dug for pleasure, manufactured pleasure, and 
they were hungry for amusement. Sometimes amusement lay in 
speech and they climbed up their lives with jokes. And it came 
about in the camps along the road, on the ditch banks, beside the 
streams, under the sycamores, that the storyteller grew into 
being, so that the people gathered in the low fire light to hear the 
gifted ones. And they listened while the tales were told, and their 
participation made the stories great. 
                                                                         

I was a recruit for Geronimo---
                                                                                           

And the people listened, and their quiet eyes reflected the 
dying fire.                           

Them Injuns was cute - slick as snakes, an quiet when they 
wanted, could go thru dried leaves and make no rustle, you try 
doin that sometime” and the people listened and remembered the 
crash of dry leaves under their feet…..

And the people listened, and their faces were quiet with 
listening. The storytellers, gathering attention into their tales, 
spoke in great rhythms, spoke in great words because the tales 
were great, and the listeners became great through them.

As we celebrate the holidays and are grateful for our blessings let us 
remember the migrants and the immigrants and those running from 
persecution. Be sure to share their tales and pray that they find a warm 
hearth to reflect in their eyes.



Missouri Storytelling, Inc (MO-TELL) is an organization of 
storytellers and other interested persons dedicated to 

spreading the joy and art of storytelling throughout Missouri. 

We envision that every Missourian will hear and 
share stories and keep the oral tradition alive. 
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