
“Storytelling reveals meaning 
without committing the error of 
defining it.”  – Hannah Arendt

Happy New Year to all my friends,

I am looking forward to a brand-new world 
with brand-new opportunities in 
storytelling and the arts. I wonder what will 
come my way! What are your plans for 2026? 

Will you learn a new story, travel with 
friends, meet new friends or explore a new 
language? I want to do all of that. We can 
travel this road together. I am looking 
forward to sharing my dreams with you.

Come to the MO-TELL Annual Membership 
Meeting on January 13 at 7 pm and tell us 
what your hopes are for the new year and 
for Missouri Storytelling. 

Let’s make the futurebright. See the flier 
below for registration for the meeting. Our 
stories are important. Keep sharing them.

Joyce Slater
President, MO-TELL



https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/h3nghMUnRguEIjREwPytiw

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/h3nghMUnRguEIjREwPytiw


    Our fearless leader, Joyce Slater, tells about two
    eerie hours of ghostly tales to fifty-five brave.
   Souls at Crowder State Park in the Pumpkin season. 

(Background eyes cannot be confirmed or denied as having really been there!)



Get your humor brain thinking 
in January 2026! 
Happy New Year!

Are you in the 98 % of the 
population?

Think of a number from one to 10
Multiply that number by 9.

If the number is a 2-digit number 
add the digits together.

Now subtract 5 and determine which 
letter of the alphabet corresponds
To the number you ended up with. 

(Example a=1, b=2, etc.)

Think of a country that starts with 
that letter.

Remember the last letter of that 
country.

Think of an animal that begins with 
that letter.

Remember the last letter in the 
name of the animal.

Think of the name of a fruit that 
begins with that letter.

———————————————

98% of people who take this quiz are 
thinking of a Kangaroo in Denmark 

eating an Orange.

I have no idea what the 2% 
are thinking of…



Magnet 
here

Magnet 
here

Stories, Gatherings, and Story Gatherings 
around our fair state. 

     MO-TELL Calendar 2025/2026

Board meetings – First Monday of the 
month, 2 pm Central time, Zoom
December 9, 2025 – Online concert (see 
flier)

The Annual Membership Meeting – 
January 13, 2026, 7:00 pm, Central time

Quarterly online concerts for 2026
March 10, June 9, September 8, 
December 8, 7:00 pm, Central time

The 12 th Annual Liars Contest in 
Joplin, MO, 2026
July 10/11



Registration is taken 
at the event. The 
Chicken Festival 
registration is 
$50.00 for
RAPS members and 
$75.00 for non-RAPS 
members. 

RAPS membership is 
$25.00 for an 
individual or $35.00 
for a family.

RAPS accepts cash, 
checks and credit 
cards.  Full
registration includes 
lunch and supper on 
Saturday, January 17, 
2026 so people do 
not
have to leave the 
hotel to get food.

Full registration includes 
lunch and supper on 

Saturday, January 17, 2026 

2026 marks the 33rd Annual 
River and Prairie 

Storyweavers Chicken 
Festival. 

Join us to celebrate 
as we wear chicken hats,

 wear chicken socks,
 dance the Chicken Dance 

and tell stories.  
Yes, there is a Chicken story

category…

      January 16, 17, 18, 2026         
 Ramada Downtown 

Topeka Hotel  & Convention Center
 420 SE Sixth Ave.

 Topeka, Kansas 66607
  (785) 215-8257

For more information 
RAPS.events@gmail.com



Winter Winds Storyfest

Come together for a day of storytelling events.

Winter Winds Annual Storytelling Concert (Hybrid)

Fri, Feb 20 2026
7:00pm - 8:00pm Central
The Auditorium at Woodneath Library Center and Online
Story Center Event
MCPL Online
Warm up your winter and get ready for spring with a selection of stories told 
by featured teller Alton Takiyama-Chung and guests Rich White and Beverly 
Laudie.
REGISTER NOW

https://www.mymcpl.org/story-center/events/winter-winds-storyfest
https://www.mymcpl.org/story-center/events/winter-winds-storyfest
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/113901/winter-winds-annual-storytelling-concert-hybrid
https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/woodneath-library-center
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D113901


Storycrafting Fundamentals (Zoom)

Mon, Jan 5 2026 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event MCPL Online
Writer and storyteller Laura Packer will explore character development, story 
structure, point of view, understanding your audience, and other storycrafting 
techniques.
REGISTER NOW
Sing a Story, Tell a Song (Zoom)

Thu, Jan 8 2026 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event MCPL Online
You don't have to be a musician to use sound-makers, instruments, recorded 
sound -- or unaccompanied singing -- to enliven your stories.
REGISTER NOW
Story Swap

Thu, Jan 15 2026 6:30pm - 8:00pm The Auditorium at Woodneath Library 
Center Story Center Event Registration Required
This open-mic storytelling event is open to anyone!
REGISTER NOW
Performance Basics (Zoom)

Wed, Jan 21 2026 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event MCPL Online
Discover how to unleash your potential and connect with your audience in this 
interactive workshop with award-winning storyteller and teaching artist Sherry 
Norfolk.
REGISTER NOW
Resources for Storytellers (Zoom)

Wed, Jan 28 2026 6:30pm - 7:30pm Central Story Center Event MCPL Online
It takes various tools to become a seasoned storyteller or writer, including books, 
websites, and more.
REGISTER NOW

https://www.mymcpl.org/events/114125/storycrafting-fundamentals-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D114125
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/113904/sing-story-tell-song-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D113904
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/113899/story-swap
https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/woodneath-library-center
https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/woodneath-library-center
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D113899
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/114126/performance-basics-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D114126
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/112707/resources-storytellers-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D112707


To be a great storyteller for your 
kids, make them the hero, use your 
voice and body, tell stories from 
your own childhood or about their 
life, involve them with questions 
and actions, and create a fun, 
consistent routine. Don't worry 
about perfection; just start telling 
stories—even silly or "badly told” 
ones—as the act of sharing is what 
matters most to children.

https://www.google.com/search?q=make+them+the+hero&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS880US880&oq=&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBggDEEUYOzIOCAAQRRgnGDsYgAQYigUyCQgBEEUYORiABDIGCAIQRRhAMgYIAxBFGDsyBwgEEAAYgAQyBwgFEAAYgAQyBwgGEAAYgAQyBggHEEUYPNIBCDg2MDlqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfAn0fIhnFPS3XtBa8cmbO6wko8V5wa7o83u3KZPmFTvkeXsZA98EsSflQVIodLpdevZ49NwGPA_WkqqV9MIvwhgkmyHOJNO8LXVQC5-OIWDG3SKsR8m4zW4WvnsY2uI8fQTHWxDU97W6cuVry7MGPJut4cl5WKSoXp-tNKRAt9NdGQ&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwi74e6ayumRAxV31fACHSM3FocQgK4QegQIARAE
https://www.google.com/search?q=stories+from+your+own+childhood&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS880US880&oq=&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBggDEEUYOzIOCAAQRRgnGDsYgAQYigUyCQgBEEUYORiABDIGCAIQRRhAMgYIAxBFGDsyBwgEEAAYgAQyBwgFEAAYgAQyBwgGEAAYgAQyBggHEEUYPNIBCDg2MDlqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfAn0fIhnFPS3XtBa8cmbO6wko8V5wa7o83u3KZPmFTvkeXsZA98EsSflQVIodLpdevZ49NwGPA_WkqqV9MIvwhgkmyHOJNO8LXVQC5-OIWDG3SKsR8m4zW4WvnsY2uI8fQTHWxDU97W6cuVry7MGPJut4cl5WKSoXp-tNKRAt9NdGQ&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwi74e6ayumRAxV31fACHSM3FocQgK4QegQIARAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=stories+from+your+own+childhood&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS880US880&oq=&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBggDEEUYOzIOCAAQRRgnGDsYgAQYigUyCQgBEEUYORiABDIGCAIQRRhAMgYIAxBFGDsyBwgEEAAYgAQyBwgFEAAYgAQyBwgGEAAYgAQyBggHEEUYPNIBCDg2MDlqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfAn0fIhnFPS3XtBa8cmbO6wko8V5wa7o83u3KZPmFTvkeXsZA98EsSflQVIodLpdevZ49NwGPA_WkqqV9MIvwhgkmyHOJNO8LXVQC5-OIWDG3SKsR8m4zW4WvnsY2uI8fQTHWxDU97W6cuVry7MGPJut4cl5WKSoXp-tNKRAt9NdGQ&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwi74e6ayumRAxV31fACHSM3FocQgK4QegQIARAF


WWW.32AUCTIONS.COM/MO-TELL

MISSOURI STORYTELLING, INC
(MO-TELL) ONLINE AUCTION

This money raised will help MO-TELL continue to
support storytelling in Missouri through
storytelling at Missouri State Parks and Historic
sites, Zoom events, workshops and festivals.

To donate an item or service please email
Lindakkuntz@yahoo.com the following by
January 15, 2026.
     1. A picture of the item. If it’s a service,
perhaps your photo or business card.
     2. Description of the donated item or
service. Up to three sentences.
     3. Approximate value (minimum of $25)
     4. Starting bid price
     5. Name of donor, mailing address, email
address and telephone number.

FEBRUARY 1 TO FEBRUARY 28, 2026

MO-TELL is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization
and your donation is tax deductible. After the
auction closes and payments are received, you
will be notified who has won your item or
service and their mailing address so you can
ship it to them.

Thank you for supporting MO-TELL.

Joyce Slater, President
Missouri Storytelling, Inc (MO-TELL)

www.MO-TELL.org



Q. Were you there when MO-TELL began?

Yes, I was at the first MO-TELL meeting. The reason I was there is because the St. 
Louis Storytelling Festival started at the Arch where I worked - at the Old 
Courthouse. So, it was hard for me to escape MO-TELL and its members. I didn’t 
seek storytelling, it sought me.

The three guilds were very tight, very strong then. It was not only MO-TELL, but it 

was Gateway and Riverwind. Irene Eveland and Ruthilde Kronberg were a part of 
MO-TELL and Marilyn Kinsella was part of the Riverwind connection.

Initial meetings were at Perrin Stifel’s house. David Schlamb was co-chair. January 
Keifer, Irene Eveland, Ruthilde Kronberg, Annette Harrison, and Lynn Rubright all 
sat in Perrin and Alice’s living room many times trying to create MO-TELL. Sue 
Hinkel was the scribe. She took the minutes.

Q. Did you hold an office with MO-TELL?

I didn’t hold an office, but I was an avant member because I was totally excited 
about what I felt was a new concept called storytelling. I was doing Black Repertory 
Theater plays with Ron Himes. I was with Zack and Mack in the night clubs doing 
the Rubber Band Man Comedy Show.

When the St. Louis Storytelling Festival started at the Arch and the Old
Courthouse in 1980 and some of the first storytellers started coming to the Arch, 
that’s when everybody got started. 

The storytelling world caught fire right after that. 

I think MO-TELL was a much stronger guild than Gateway and Riverwind.
Some of the people overlapped. You could be in all three guilds. It wasn’t like a 
fraternity or sorority. I had membership in all three.

Q. What Missouri Storytelling Festivals do you remember?

I was on the Golden Rod Showboat with Jimmy Neal Smith from Jonesborough. We 
rode up and down the river telling stories.



Q. Did you ever tell at one of the Missouri State Park Storytelling Series 
events?

I remember performing at a state park out by Columbia, MO. They wanted stories 
about fishing. The state park had a fishing festival and there were a bunch of kids 
and their parents. I told stories at lakeside about tall tales of fish.

One of the turning points of MO-TELL was when they had the weekend retreats. I 
saw Jackie Torrence at one of those retreats. She was my mentor.

Q. Most Vivid Memory Ever?

A vivid memory of one of those retreats was when I saw a female Jungian
psychologist, I can’t remember her name, who did an amazing psychological 
experiment using colors and people’s intuition. She had different colored cloths
like hand towels. She made a circle of chairs and put the different colored fabrics 
on the backs of the chairs. All of us were told to slowly walk around these chairs 
and if you felt an intuition or urge to sit in one of those chairs with that color, sit. 
If somebody was already sitting there, stand behind them. It took about ten 
minutes for that to happen.

When everybody was done, the psychologist put out a chart. Annette Harrison didn’t 
want to be part of that exercise. Nobody knew why she didn’t want to be part of it. 
Neither did the FBI guy, Warren Wyman. He sat on the side. Warren had done this 
session before and was astonished by what had happened. Fast forward, Nan 
Kammann(-Judd) sat in one chair with a cloth like the desert southwest of Arizona. 
Since she was already there, I stood behind her.

Everybody sat or stood and she asked this one guy what his profession was. He said 
that he was an attorney. According to the chart, she said that he was sitting in the 
“law giver” section of the circle. She asked somebody else why they sat where they 
were. The person said that they love Halloween. That’s when Annette spoke up and 
said that when she did the Jungian circle before, she was wearing all black with red 
fingernails and didn’t know that she was sitting in the “witches” section. I 
remember Warren Wyman said he was rehearsing ghost and horror stories at the 
time at another session and he sat in the “witch/demon”section.

The psychologist told Perrin Stifel he was sitting in the “tradition” section of the 
circle. He confirmed that he invites all family, extended family, and friends over 
for holidays. If they don’t come, he and Alice will go to them. Perrin said that he 
loves tradition.

The psychologist asked Nan Kammann(-Judd) what her profession was. She said 
that she was the Artistic Director of the St. Louis Storytelling Festival, and the 
psychologist told her she was sitting in the desert southwest and that is the section 
of the “storyteller.” Then she looked at me and asked me what my profession was. I 
said, “Storytelling” and everybody laughed. She nailed it on everybody! That was a 
weekend getaway I’ll never forget. Everyone that is still here, and was there on that 
weekend, knows about that event.



Q. An AHA! Memory

I’ve had several aha moments, but the biggest aha moment was when I found out
from MO-TELL that storytelling is not just for babies. I thought it was just
children’s storytelling in libraries with little kids sitting on carpet squares.

I found out all these tellers were coming in from all around the world making
thousands of dollars a show. I said, “Aha!” I was working at the National Park
Service. I asked the Chief Ranger if I could work for him Wednesday-Saturday so I
could work in the schools Monday-Tuesday and said, “Go for it!”

Q. Tellabration!

I attended many Tellabrations! annually in Jonesborough. I was good friends with
J. G. “Paw Paw” Pinkerton. We were on a few festivals together around the
United States. He invented Tellabration! and it has outlived him by many, many
years.

In addition to Bobby’s account, we would like to add 
that Bobby was on this year’s MO-TELL Tellabration! 

in St. Louis, MO on November 20, 2025. His 
performances were a tribute to the late storyteller, 

author, and educator, Annette Harrison.

As part of the MO-TELL archives, Bobby has shared 
with us the 20th Anniversary St. Louis Storytelling 

Festival Video. There are some very familiar faces and 
voices from the organization that you will recognize. 

(There is a rough spot about nine minutes in with what sounds 
like Jay O’Callahan, but everything else is crisp and clean.)

To Watch, please highlight this link, copy it, and paste 
it into your browser. It’ll take you to the show: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=YnpLBW1ey08

Thanks, bobby! 



Many, many years ago, when the world was still quite young, 

and animals could speak, Thunder and Lightning lived on 

Earth in the form of Forest Buffaloes. Lightning was young 

and very excitable. And like the Forest Buffalo, he had very 

poor eyesight and hearing. Lightning also had a short temper. 

Every time it rained, he became enraged.

The rain made it even harder for him to see and hear. It 

made him so angry, he knocked down and burned trees. 

Thunder, his mother, disliked her son’s behavior. She could 

be heard trying to control him with her low booming voice, a 

voice that shook the village trees.

The more Lightning burned, the more Thunder shouted. 

Trees and homes were destroyed faster than they could grow 

or be rebuilt. The destruction and the noise were unbearable! 

The other animals in the kingdom feared for their lives. 

Something had to be done with these disruptive neighbors.

So the animals held a secret meeting and called to their 

King. He was a good King and would certainly help them. He 

listened carefully for some time to the animals’ complaints. 

Thunder and Lightning were indeed doing too much damage 

on Earth. After much thought, their King decided the only 

think he could do would be to move mother and son to Sky. 

Here they could carry on without causing so much damage on 

Earth. To this day, temperamental Lightning still knocks 

down and burns things and his mother can still be heard 

yelling at him. But they are far, far away and unless 

Lightning is very, very upset, animals and people on Earth 

are safe.

This story comes from the book, African Folktales retold by Louise Orlando



storybeast.org/archive



CURIOUS ABOUT THE EVENT ABOVE? 
USE THE LINK TO SEE IT (OR ONE LIKE IT).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VHf05dXzdEQ



Membership dues
Fiscal year, February 1-January 31

Membership Annual dues                               comes with

Single membership 1 year $25                         MO-Tell Prestige

Single membership 2 years $40                                               MO-Tell Prestige

Family membership 1 year $35                                              Family-wide 
                                Mo-tELL Prestige

Family membership 2 years $50                                        Twice as much of 
                                   the same!!

Lifetime membership -60 $250                         Logo Bag plus
                                                                                                 Member’s choice of one:

                            (Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Lifetime membership 60+     $200                          Logo Bag plus
                                                  Member’s choice of one:

                                                                                  (Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Send check payable to:

Missouri Storytelling, Inc.
9621 Olive Blvd. #28994
St. Louis, MO 63132-9998

The Benefits You receive for your active Membership:

1. Missouri State Parks storytelling opportunities for the future
2. Missouri Liar’s contest
3. Web site presence for storytellers
4. Monthly storytelling programs
5. Loads of Merch (hats, caps, cups, mugs, bags, and whatnot!)
6. National Storytelling Network affiliation
7. A World Class newsletter (Huzzah!)
8. Annual membership meeting (and a voice therein!)
9. Connection to the other storytelling organizations in the region 

Membership Annual dues                               comes withMembership Annual dues                               comes with



Missouri Storytelling, Inc (MO-TELL) is an organization of 
storytellers and other interested persons dedicated to 

spreading the joy and art of storytelling throughout Missouri. 

We envision that every Missourian will hear and 
share stories and keep the oral tradition alive.

Newsletter design by

President: Joyce Slater, joyceslater20@gmail.com

Vice-President:  Sue Hinkel, suehinkel1@gmail.com

Treasurer: Jackie Wright, jpapawright@sbcglobal.net (Membership)

Secretary: Linda Kuntz, iharilag@gmail.com

At Large: Gary Kuntz, galirahi@aol.com
Nancee Walker Micham, walkermicham@gmail.com
Glen “Papa” Wright, jpapawright@sbcglobal.net

                      
Emeritus: Perrin Stifel, pstifelstl@earthlink.net

www.mo-tell.org
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