
I hope to see a lot of you at the Liar’s 
Contest on July 13, in Columbia, MO. This 
event has become a tradition with MO-
TELL. 

It all started when Anthony Clark 
approached us about helping him with 
sponsorship of the contest. We are now in 
the fifth year. It has been staged several 
times in KCMO at the Woodneath Story 
Center, which is one of the branches of the 
Mid-Continent Public Library. This year, for 
the second time, the Columbia Public 
Library will hold it. We are hoping to take it 
around the state of Missouri so that more of 
our members can attend. Next year, the 
event will be held in St. Louis, MO.

This is an all day celebration of 
storytelling. There will be two workshops in 
the morning and the contest in the 
afternoon. You may not have applied for 
this year’s contest, but I hope you will come 
to see how it is done. It is not too early to 
start working on your entry in the 2020 
contest. Our website has information about 
the contest rules. If you have questions, 
please let me know.

 A thought for Your Day: 

You’re never going to 
kill storytelling, because 
it’s built in the human 
plan. We come with it.”     

- 
Margaret Atwood, 
      author of The Handmaid’s Tale



   River and Prairie Storyweavers  will host its 27th Annual Chicken Festival at the Paola 
Community Center (905 E. Wea Street, Paola, KS, 66071). The Chicken Festival is a combination of 
community outreach & storyteller retreat. Attendees are those who love stories, whether you are a 
storyteller or a story listener, all are welcome. Instead of one or a few featured tellers, YOU are 
the featured storyteller when you tell your story. 

As part of the community outreach, we will tell stories in the local schools, libraries, and senior 
centers on Friday, January 24, and present a community storytelling concert on Saturday, January 
25. Those interested in volunteering their talents to tell in the community should contact Gary 
Kuntz as 816-896-8611.

Friday evening, all day Saturday, and Sunder morning storyteller will 
share their favorite stories and music. Yes, there is a time slot for chicken
stories. Keep checking www.riverandprairiestoryweavers.org for updates on
The Chicken Festival. 

The Nitty Gritty: Chicken Festival registration is $30 for RAPS members or 
$60 for non-RAPS members. RAPS annual member is $25, $35 for a family.
Contact the Paola Inn and Suites (1600 E. Hedges Ln. Ct., Paola, KS, 66071)
At (913) 294-3700 by 12/24/19 for the fabulous RAPS room discount rate of 
$70 (plus taxes). Don’t delay!  Don’t call too late for reservations to the 
Chicken Festival only to find yourself completely plucked.

January 24, 25, 26, 2020



The 2019 Missouri State Liar’s Contest, sponsored by MO-Tell 
(Missouri Storytelling) will take place at the Daniel Boone 
Regional Library in Columbia, Missouri, on July 13th, 2019. 
Regional judges of honor and renown (at least in the hearts of their 

mothers) will rank worthy contestants and you in two arenas on that 
day: Oral Storytelling (up to a ten minute story) and Written 
Storytelling (up to 3,000 words). 

Tellers from far & wide, from all corners of Missouri (and then 
some), will clash in a cloud of contrivances to fight in a field of 
fabrications, wielding whoppers! Compete for the kind of notoriety 
that flirts with the notorious! Rules and Applications are attached 
hereafter! 
  ** NOTE **  Submission deadline is June 1, 2019.
* Confirmed to NOT enter this year: Ralph Nader, Whoopi Goldberg, Jack Soo, George 

Burns, Henry Kissinger, Ken Wolfe, & Phyllis Diller. It’s the perfect year to enter! 
Whether or not you intend to personally compete in either or both 
of the contests, please be sure to attend on July 13th, 2019! 

It’s one of the most creative storytelling events in our fair state and, 
most importantly of all, we need witnesses.

 Can you create a story to explain anything in the margins of this letter? 
Then you’ve got the blarney and we expect you to enter the MSLC!



MAPLE WOODS

Musical Storytelling
Performance by
Mike and Nancee Micham

KCSTORYTELLING.MCCKC.EDU

SAVE
THE
DATE!

816.604.3011

November 13-16, 2019

THIS YEAR’S FEATURED TELLERS

Michael D. McCarty Laura Packer Dovie Thomason Andy Offutt Irwin



 2nd Annual 

Story Tree© 
At the American Legion Hall 

Saturday, Aug. 17, 2019 
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Free Admission for this drop in Event 
 

For the 2nd Year Storytellers of the Ozarks will be presenting a wide 
range of stories for your listening pleasure.  

Brand new this year our first ever 

Story Slam 
Don’t miss this new event!! 

  
                American Legion Hall located at 115 S. Spring Park Blvd. Mt. Vernon, 
MO, (leave I-44 at exit 49, drive west for 2 miles. At “T” turn left and drive 1 mile. 
American Legion is on right side of road next to Meek’s Lumber.) 

For information call 417-413-6720 or e-mail: rcrotser48@gmail.com 
 

Please thank these friends of Storytelling for their support 
American Legion Post #137 

 



Thursday July 4, 2019, NO RAPS MEETING
July 4th Holiday - No RAPS Meeting at Trailside Center.

Trailside Center
99th & Holmes Rd.
Kansas City, MO 64131

Saturday July 13, 2019, NO RAPS MEETING
No Woodneath RAPS Meeting - 
Hope to see you at the MO-TELL Liars Contest in Columbia!

Woodneath Library Center / Storytime Barn
8900 NE Flintlock Road
Kansas City, MO  64157

Saturday July 27. 2019, 10:00 am - RAPS John Knox Meeting
John Knox Village, Missouri Room
(Inside Lakeside Grille)
600 NW Shamrock Ave.
Lee’s Summit, MO  64081

June 2019 Calendar



Our July meeting will be on Sunday afternoon, July 28th,

at the St. Louis County Library Headquarters (1640 S. Lindbergh, St. 
Louis, MO, 63131). 
We’ll be dedicating our meeting to Becky by telling the stories she 
loved. If you have a story to tell, let our MC, Ric Vice, know 
at ricvice@att.net

July 3 – Morning preschool tell and craft at Crossway Church, morning

July 5 – Morning tell at Brookhaven Seniors

July 21 – Sunday, 2:00 p.m., Swap at Marty’s

July 23 – Afternoon tell at Lakewood Assisted Living

 Call or text Nancy Shelton at 417-848-5959 or email nanshel@yahoo.com for 
additional information on any event.

At time of press, no current information existed. 
We apologize for the inconvenience.

The Management

mailto:ricvice@att.net
mailto:nanshel@yahoo.com


Magnet 
here

Magnet 
here

Stories, Gatherings, and Story Gatherings 
around our fair state. 

Thursday July 4, 2019, 
NO RAPS MEETING
July 4th Holiday - No RAPS Meeting at 
Trailside Center.
Trailside Center
99th & Holmes Rd.
Kansas City, MO 64131

Saturday July 13, 2019,
NO RAPS MEETING
No Woodneath RAPS Meeting - 
Hope to see you at the MO-TELL Liars 
Contest in Columbia!
Woodneath Library Center / Storytime 
Barn
8900 NE Flintlock Road
Kansas City, MO  64157

Saturday July 27. 2019, 10:00 am - RAPS 
John Knox Meeting
John Knox Village, Missouri Room
(Inside Lakeside Grille)
600 NW Shamrock Ave.
Lee’s Summit, MO  64081

Our July meeting will be on Sunday afternoon, July 28th,at the St. Louis County Library Headquarters 
(1640 S. Lindbergh, St. Louis, MO, 63131). We’ll be dedicating our meeting to Becky by telling the stories 
she loved. If you have a story to tell, let our MC, Ric Vice, know at ricvice@att.net

July 2019 Calendar

July 3 – Morning preschool tell and craft at 
Crossway Church, morning

July 5 – Morning tell at Brookhaven Seniors

July 21 – Sunday, 2:00 p.m., Swap at Marty’s

July 23 – Afternoon tell at Lakewood Assisted 
Living

 Call or text Nancy Shelton at 417-848-5959 or 
email nanshel@yahoo.com for additional 
information on any event.

No information available. 

mailto:ricvice@att.net
mailto:nanshel@yahoo.com


Classes for Storytelling Certification!

Story Swap!
Thurs, July 18, 2019
6:30pm - 8:30pm
 

Woodneath Storytime Barn
 

Story Center Event

 An open-mic storytelling event that's open to anyone! Put your name in the hat for a 

chance to share a seven-minute story or just come to enjoy the show.

EVENT DETAILS
REGISTER NOW

Copyright Basics

Wed, Jul 24 2019
 6:30pm - 8:30pm
 

Woodneath Computer Lab

 

Story Center Event

 Registration Required
Learn the basics of copyright law, what rights copyright holders have, the exceptions to 

those rights, and learn the proper application of fair use.

EVENT DETAILS

REGISTER NOW

https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/woodneath-library-center
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/50674/story-swap
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D50674
https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/woodneath-library-center
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/50722/copyright-basics
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D50722


Great people compose this great Organization! 
Each month’s MO-TELL register features another to the members.

What is your interest in storytelling? How did it begin?
 I began working with children as a Children’s Librarian with Miami-Dade (FL) Public Library in 1979, 
using storytelling to motivate kids to read and use the library. It worked! Storytelling soon became 
such a popular service to the schools that I became Youth Outreach Coordinator, telling in all of 365 
elementary schools, 100 middle schools and 75 high schools in the county and conducting professional 
development workshops. I continued storytelling performances and teacher workshops when I became 
Youth Services Coordinator of the DeKalb County (GA) Public Library in 1988.
In 1996, I left the library to become a fulltime storyteller. During a six-week residency in Alaska in late 
1996, I discovered a passion for using storytelling to teach curriculum, and by 1998 I was on the teaching 
artist rosters in Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina, Kentucky and Tennessee, as well as Young 
Audiences of Atlanta and Young Audiences of St. Louis. I’ve led residencies and professional 
development workshops across the United States and Southeast Asia. 
As passionate as I am about working with children, I am equally so about helping teachers discover the 

power of story. To that end, I’ve co-authored Storytelling Strategies for Reaching and Teaching Children with 
Special Needs (Libraries Unlimited, forthcoming 2017), Science with Story (McFarland, 2016), Literacy 
Development in the Storytelling Classroom (Libraries Unlimited, 2009), The Storytelling Classroom: Applications 
Across the Curriculum (Libraries Unlimited, 2006), and Social Studies in the Storytelling Classroom (Parkhurst 
Brothers Publishing, 2012). As a Kennedy Center Teaching Artist as well as a Wolf Trap Teaching Artist, 
I have the opportunity to introduce teachers to the transformative power of storytelling in their 
classrooms.

Why did you decide it was important to be a member of Missouri Storytelling?  How 
can Mo-Tell improve?
The newsletter is fantastic -- really keeps us informed about the depth and breadth of storytelling 
across Missouri! That in itself is a real value, as the work being done inspires and informs others. 

Tell a bit about you.  Vocation, hobby, family.

My vocation is kids -- bringing kids together with books; exciting 
kids about language and reading and writing; motivating kids to 
learn.
My hobby...hmmm...staying healthy. Working out, eating right, 
getting enough rest. Sounds boring, and it's not so much a hobby as 
a life choice -- one that allows me to do all of the things I love.
My family: Bobby, one of the best storytellers in the nation and 
the number one Best Husband in the World! In addition to Bobby's 
son, our daughter-in-law and our granddaughter Mikki, my family 
consists of my twin brother who is Chair of the Music Department 
at Virginia Commonwealth University, his wife, and his twin sons 
Josh and Seth. Small family but one that I'm very proud of!!



And the work in the state parks is a win-win -- great for the tellers and the park visitors alike! I 
wonder if Mo-Tell can find a way to bring us all together face-to-face? We congregate in KC and STL, 
but maybe a one-day "conference" in Columbia would allow us to gather and celebrate Missouri 
tellers and their accomplishments (maybe even some Mo-Tell awards along the lines of the 
Oracles?).  

What tellers have been influential in your life? 
Well, Bobby, obviously -- his willingness to give full energy to the smallest audiences as well as the 
huge ones; to do the deep research that informs his historical work and his support for all I do. Lyn 
Ford and Jane Stensen continually raise the bar on teaching artistry. Milbre Burch and Charlotte 
Blake-Alston set the standard for professionalism and artistic integrity. Carmen Deedy provides a 
source of constant moral support, inspiration, and generosity. And I can't leave out Jackie Torrence 
and The Folktellers. The list could go on and on...I've been privileged to sit at the feet of the 
Masters.  

What is a favorite story, movie, song?
One of my favorite stories to tell is "How Possums Got Naked Tails" -- perfect for character voices 
and sound effects. Also, I love stories for little ones that allow them to participate through chants, 
rhythms, etc.

One of my favorite stories to listen to is Bobby's version of "Barney McCabe." I love folktales from 
around the world!
Favorite songs -- basically anything by Jimmy Buffett will fill that bill. His songs usually tell 

stories, you know!   

Favorite vacation?  
We rarely go on vacation -- our work keeps us on the road and in the sky so often that we are always 
grateful to have some time together at home. But a few years ago we went to Universal Studios in 
Orlando to visit the Wizarding World of Harry Potter, and we intend to return this December. We 
love anything HP!  

Marsha and Julie spent years 
venting & sharpening
 each other’s skills. 

It’s how we help each 
other improve and 
ensure the longevity 

of our art. 
Bring your Storytelling Friends along!



Becky was the director of the St. Louis Storytelling Festival when I first discovered the festival. She was integral in the organization and 
seemed to be everywhere. When I started telling stories at Gateway meetings, Becky would be there and soon she asked if I was interested in 
telling as a Regional teller. I was thrilled that someone "important" personally knew me and had asked me to be a part of the Festival. Becky 
always made everyone feel welcome and a part of the Festival. She made a point to know everyone, to say hello to everyone, to hug everyone. 
She was just that way, the most gracious person I've met. Even though she passed on the torch of running the Festival, she always made a point 
to hug all of us storytellers each year at the Festival, including this last one. I received one of those hugs, the last one I'll ever get from her. It's 
hard to believe that will be my last. She was an inspiration and a great cheerleader for all of us. Her selfless graciousness will be remembered 
each year as we gather for the St Louis Storytelling Festival. — Flavia Everman

From the beginning, Becky 
was a champion of 
storytelling.  Her love for 
the tellers, volunteers, and 
audience was a strong as her 
work behind the scenes to 
have everything organized 
and ready for each event. As 
an individual, l felt her 
support for me as well as her 
support for the entire St. 
Louis community.  She also 
gave some new life to the 
MO-TELL board with her 
expertise in writing a grant, 
which is helping us even 
today.  All who knew Becky 
loved and respected her and 
her enthusiastic leadership. 
We already miss her 
wonderful spirit with tears 
of sorrow, but also with 
tears of great joy and 
gratitude for her life and 
work. 
— Perrin Stifel

Deep loving 
condolescences .....
it seems lately that almost 
every day a beloved is 
leaving, young and old.   
What a beautiful legacy 
Becky has left of the
many years of one of the 
best storytelling festivals in 
the country. May her spirit 
rest in peace
— Laura Simms

Oh no. I’m sorry to hear about her passing. She 
was a valuable member of the Deaf community. 
She will be sorely missed.  — Peter Cook

At the 40th Anniversary of the St. Louis Storytelling Festival, one evening was 
scheduled to focus on the founding of the Festival in 1980.  In view of the unique 
opportunity to recognize and salute others who worked with me to organize the 
first Festival, I asked Allan Crean to record the proceedings. I was invited to chair 
the program and introduce the speakers.   
After a few introductory remarks about the founding, I recognized Nan Kammann-
Judd and Becky Walstrom who were seated in the audience. I paid special tribute 
to these two remarkable Festival directors and thanked them for their outstanding 
leadership through the life of the Festival.  
Nan and Becky gave so many years to the growth and development of the event, 
and I wanted them to know how much their contributions were appreciated and 
how highly I valued their continued dedication, creativity and commitment through 
the years.
Sadly, that evening proved to be my last opportunity to thank Becky publicly for 
all that she had done to grow and nurture the Festival. 
Prior to Becky’s memorial service in Lebanon, I asked Allan for the video he 
recorded because I believed it contained the final happy images of Becky 
surrounded by her storytelling friends and admirers.
These images reflect Becky's joy that April 29, 2019 evening, and they remind us 
now of how much storytelling and the St. Louis Festival meant to her and how 
much she and her boundless enthusiasm and love of storytelling meant to all of us.
I will always remember her with a smile. 
— Ron Turner

Founding Chairman,
St. Louis Storytelling Festival.

Becky was a pleasant and positive force in the 
production of the annual St. Louis Storytelling Festival 
as well as storytelling everywhere in St. Louis year 
round.  She was an effective friend of storytelling on the 
business side of things and always welcomed the ideas 
and input of other friends of storytelling as well as 
storytellers.  She will be missed.  — Rosemary Wilson

I wish I could be at the service for Becky. What a lovely person. I am committed to our Plant Sale and I will plant 
a seed, take a cutting, and put down roots for Becky Walstrom.

Xoxo. — Jane Stenson

When it was time to leave the University I went to Becky 
and said I cannot leave unless I know the Festival will be 
taken care of and you are the only person with the full 
heart and deep love for it who can do it. She cried, then 
she smiled, and I knew it would be in good hands.  It was 
a joy, pleasure, and fun to work together for so many 
years. Her contributions were enormous on the 
commemorative booklet, and we had three projects started 
for this summer. I will always be grateful for the years we 
shared our devotion to storytelling and all the joy and 
kindness she gave to so many. 

— Nan Kammunn-Judd



Rebecca Sue (Hull) “Becky” Walstrom left a lasting impression on all of the lives that she touched. She was certainly one of 
Missouri’s invaluable treasures. She was born on April 6, 1948 in Eldon, Mo. and suddenly, shockingly left us on May 13, 2019 in St. 
Louis. About a week prior to her passing, we had been laughing and joking during the St. Louis Storytelling Festival (SLSF).

Becky grew up in Lebanon, Mo. She also graduated from the high school there with the class of 1966. She continued her education at 
Drury College, where in 1981 she earned two bachelor’s degrees–one in Business Administration and the other in Psychology; she was 
also on the Dean’s list. Becky earned her master’s degree in 1998 from the University of Missouri in Secondary Education with a 
minor in Adult Education. She was a wonderful, loving, and compassionate person, also extremely intelligent.

Becky was happily married to Charles Edgar Walstrom on September 3, 1967. Her face glowed even more than usual whenever she 
would mention his name. He was her soulmate for almost fifty-two blissful years. She loved him so dearly because he was her 
everything. I think that after Charles, she loved the people she surrounded herself with. They adored her, and she adored them. Then, 
came any person or aspect that was related to storytelling and the storytelling community.

On Friday, May 3, 2019, Lisa Overholser, the current director of the SLSF, gave special recognition to Nan Kammann-Judd and Becky 
Walstrom (previous directors of the SLSF) for their immense contributions to the festival upon its 40th anniversary. Lisa mentioned 
that she could call Becky or Nan at any time for advice, and it wouldn’t be too early or too late. They worked as if they were still 
getting paid. Becky was truly committed, as is Nan.

I know Lisa Overholser wasn’t expecting that night to be the last time Becky would receive special recognition from SLSF. I was 
reminded of the time Becky gave an interview to Angela J. Williams and I at the National Storytelling Festival in Jonesborough, Tn. 
Becky told us about her passion for storytelling and hoped it would live forever. I am a storyteller, and I, too, hope storytelling will 
live forever. I met Becky at the SLSF in 1992 when I was a Regional Storyteller, and later (1994) I was invited to perform as a 
Featured Teller by Nan–one of the most wonderful days of my life.

All of the SLSF community was very sad when Nan retired in the year 2000; Becky stepped right in as the new SLSF Executive 
Director and did a super job. She made Nan so proud of her. Of course, Nan let it be known that she would always be right there to 
assist in any way possible. Becky continued Nan’s practice of hiring the best storyteller’s for the festival. She was a master at grant 
writing and quite a traveler to other storytelling festivals. Becky could be found at festivals at the local, regional, and national levels. 
She was not a stranger to any storyteller who wanted her guidance or inspiration.

Before directing the SLSF, Becky had already been employed by the University of Missouri system–first in Rolla and later in St. 
Louis. Her relationship with colleagues was established long before she became Executive Director, and they were overjoyed at her 
new role.

Dr. Clark Hickman, Emeritus Association Dean and Emeritus Associate Research Professor in the College of Education at UMSL, 
shared the following with me: “Becky Walstrom was the consummate professional in directing the St. Louis Storytelling Festival. Her 
leadership style insured all were heard and everyone felt they were valued and critical to the Festival’s success. On a personal level, 
her quick smile, grace, and charm made her beloved and respected by all who met her and who had the good fortune of working with 
her.”

Becky once said that at times storytelling reminded her of an unwritten history book. There are many aspects of life that we wouldn’t 
know if someone didn’t tell the story about events or about people. Becky left us an incredible story that we have to research and tell. 
She is gone too soon from a sudden illness that could not be reversed. I will truly miss her.

I want to thank Ron Turner and Lynn Rubright, the co-founders of the SLSF. With the help of others, they have made it last for forty 
years–so far. Thanks also to Dr. Lisa Higgins, Director of the Missouri Folk Arts Program, for allowing me to write this tribute and for 
the important part she plays in keeping stories alive.

So long to Dear Becky. Rest in Peace; we love you.        —  Dr. Gladys Coggswell

https://extension2.missouri.edu/programs/st-louis-storytelling-festival




“Stories ‘n Stones” began with Marilyn telling “Skunny Wundy and the Stone Giant” 
with permission from Joe Bruchac (the story refers to objects like arrowheads, spears, 
atlatls, flint, etc.) Then, Larry, who replicated and experimented with the objects, gave a 
talk and demonstrated how these tools were made and used by ancient man. Marilyn 
finished by telling “The Whistling Tsonaquas.”  Q&A.
At first we introduced ourselves and gave Mo-Tell and Washington State Park a big 
thank you for providing these types of programs. The audience was fully engaged 
during the stories and the stone tool demonstration for 45 minutes. Then, we spent 
another 15- 20 minutes for Q and A. The audience had many good questions. The 
program piqued their curiosity. It was a beautiful evening!



It happened that the cat met the fox in a forest, and as she thought to herself, 'He is clever and full of 
experience, and much esteemed in the world,' she spoke to him in a friendly way. 'Good day, dear Mr 
Fox, how are you? How is all with you? How are you getting on in these hard times?' 

The fox, full of all kinds of arrogance, looked at the cat from head to foot, and for a long time did not 
know whether he would give any answer or not. At last he said, 'Oh, you wretched beard-cleaner, you 
piebald fool, you hungry mouse-hunter, what can you be thinking of? Have you the cheek to ask how I 
am getting on? What have you learnt? How many arts do you understand?' 

'I understand but one,' replied the cat, modestly. 

'What art is that?' asked the fox. 

'When the hounds are following me, I can spring into a tree and save myself.' 

'Is that all?' said the fox. 'I am master of a hundred arts, and have into the bargain a sackful of 
cunning. You make me sorry for you; come with me, I will teach you how people get away from the 
hounds.' 

Just then came a hunter with four dogs. The cat sprang nimbly up a tree, and sat down at the top of 
it, where the branches and foliage quite concealed her. 'Open your sack, Mr Fox, open your sack,' cried 
the cat to him, but the dogs had already seized him, and were holding him fast. 

'Ah, Mr Fox,' cried the cat. 'You with your hundred arts are left in the lurch! Had you been able to 
climb like me, you would not have lost your life.

Art used with permission of JAEneth (https://www.deviantart.com/jaeneth)



http://www.ninenet.org/home/
#.XRJ4bo7f6Q8.email

https://worldchannel.org/
episode/hell-or-high-water-
bhgsor/

http://www.ninenet.org/home/#.XRJ4bo7f6Q8.email
http://www.ninenet.org/home/#.XRJ4bo7f6Q8.email
https://worldchannel.org/episode/hell-or-high-water-bhgsor/
https://worldchannel.org/episode/hell-or-high-water-bhgsor/
https://worldchannel.org/episode/hell-or-high-water-bhgsor/


What’s that you say? You’d enjoy a refresher on how this great man earned such laud & honor? Look no further than the 
nomination (by which he’s also honored) penned by Sue Hinkel, which reads as follows: 

I have known and worked with Perrin Stifel for over forty years in storytelling in 
the St. Louis, MO, area. Because of my association with him I feel he is very 
deserving of this award.   
The National Storytelling Festival was being held in Jonesborough, Tennessee. He 
went to the festival and loved it. He really became interested in bringing 
something like it to St. Louis, but wasn't sure just how to do it. He observed and 
questioned everyone at the festival to see if it were possible. Perrin came home 
from his experiences saying “Why can't we bring big name tellers to Missouri? 
Realizing it was not feasible to conduct a festival on the same scale in St. Louis, 
he started a conversation about doing it on a smaller scale. Perrin attended a 
variety of storytelling festivals in the St. Louis area. Later one of them was The St. 
Louis Storytelling Festival flourished and is now in its fortieth year. Perrin also 
started on the festival's behalf, a fund raising movement to support the festival 
which continues to this day.

Seeing a need for a statewide storytelling organization, Perrin started Missouri 
Storytelling, Inc in 1984. He and several other interested people met at his home 
charting a way to make the new organization viable. They started meeting with 
others and telling stories to each other. Right away, Perrin decided the group 
should make the leap to becoming a 501 c 3. The group worked with the Lawyers for 
the Arts and received the not for profit tax status.
Under Perrin's direction the group, commonly known as MO-TELL started some 
events on their own. They included the following:



1.The Missouri River Storytelling Festival in St. Charles, including Ghost Telling. 
The festival was originally held on the historic Goldenrod Showboat and later moved to 
the Katy Depot at Frontier Park, and the Lewis and Clark Expedition Museum. The 
festival brought in noted tellers from across the country and also always featured our 
own Missouri tellers. 

2. Tellabration! MO-TELL brought NSN's Tellabration to a variety of locations across 
the St. Louis area. MO-TELL brought the first Tellabration! to Columbia, MO. 

3. Missouri State Parks In a special relationship with the Missouri Department of 
Natural Resources, several Missouri State Parks were provided access to the best of the 
MO-TELL tellers, typically in the Fall or Halloween season of each year. MO-TELL 
continues to this day supplying storytellers to 12 Missouri State Parks and Historic 
Sites. The tellers are paid through grants and donations. Perrin gives the largest 
financial support to this project.

4. The MO-TELL Register newsletter It regularly provided valuable information and 
connections to tellers, initially in print and later also in digital format. Last year, 
Perrin felt it was absolutely necessary to communicate with the storytellers in the 
state of Missouri through an updated newsletter and website. MO-TELL has a beautiful 
newsletter which is distributed monthly. The website is being recreated too.

5. St. Louis Storytelling Festival MO-TELL was a consistent partner in the annual St. 
Louis Storytelling Festival, the largest and oldest free storytelling festival in the 
country.

6. Spring Storytelling Retreat For many years the annual Spring Storytelling Retreat 
provided an opportunity for tellers to network, develop new skills, and enhance 
creativity in a camp or conference setting held in various locations. In later years, this 
retreat rotated leadership among the active organizations around the state. In the 
beginning, Perrin contacted the state parks personnel at the Department of Natural 
Resources and arranged for free cabin and site rentals if MO-TELL would book the park 
just before the season opened to get it ready. He did all the organization of these 
events, which included working out a budget, hiring cooks and tellers, advertising and 
volunteers. They were always a big success. With the budget cuts to state parks over the 
years, the spring events discontinued but gave rise to the Missouri River Storytelling 
Festival. 

7. Workshops, Concert Series, an Annual Auction and Dinner This and many other 
special events were organized and provided by MO-TELL and its members. 

8. Through the years membership in MO-TELL linked hundreds of tellers not only in 
Missouri, but neighboring regions as well. MO-TELL provided motivation, support, and 
opportunities for dozens of new tellers as well as renewal for experienced tellers.

9. The various storytelling guilds and organizations were connected through these 
activities and other communications of MO-TELL. Some of these organizations 

included: Riverwind Storytellers(Illinois), Gateway Tellers (St. Louis), By Word of 
Mouth (Hannibal, MO), MOST(Columbia, MO), RAPS (Kansas City, MO), and others.



Perrin Stifel was a mentor for all of these groups. He helped some of them become 
not for profit organizations and even guided the meeting structure. He came up with 
ideas to help these organizations put on workshops and concerts. MO-TELL would 
often put up the seed money for these events which helped in the hiring of a variety 
of featured storytellers. MO-TELL did this for two years under Perrin. 

Because of Perrin’s leadership, forward thinking, energy, ideas, and always being 
there to help, storytelling in the state of Missouri is still going strong. Perrin was 
instrumental in getting storytellers back into the state parks. Through his 
stewardship, influence, and support, tellers are in state parks. Missouri Storytelling, 

Inc., continues. The St. Louis Storytelling Festival is enjoying it's 40th year. There 
is a Liar's contest in Missouri. Gateway Tellers, Riverwind storytellers, River and 
Prairie Storyweavers and SOTO are thriving storytelling organizations. Missouri 
Storytelling, Inc., is an affiliate of the National Storytelling Network.

Perrin was on the planning committees for 1987 NAPPS convention and the 2007 
NSN conference, which were both held in St. Louis, MO. Perrin has served on the 
St. Louis Storytelling Festival planning committee, has been featured at the 
festival, and serves as emcee for many festival events. He continues to support MO-
TELL as a board member emeritus.

It his spare time, he is a volunteer for St. Louis Tourism, and is an avid “1904 World 
Fair” expert. He is a volunteer storyteller in St. Louis city and county schools, and 
always tells his stories in his grandchild’s schools. 

Perrin Stifel justly deserves the NSN Regional Service and Leadership Oracle 
Award.   

If you’d like to drop him a line of congratulations, dangle an offer of help 
in his many storyphilic enterprises, or even throw a gig his way, you can 
contact him at:

Perrin Stifel
636 Elmwood Ave
Webster Groves, MO 63119

pstifelstl@earthlink.net

 Tell him we 
sent ya!

mailto:pstifelstl@earthlink.net


Peck right here for more 
and better information. 

https://www.mo-tell.org/join-mo-tell
https://www.mo-tell.org/join-mo-tell


Missouri Storytelling, Inc (MO-TELL is an organization of 
storytellers and other interested persons dedicated to 

spreading the joy and art of storytelling throughout Missouri. 

We envision that every Missourian will hear and 
share stories and keep the oral tradition alive. 

President: Joyce Slater, joyceslater20@gmail.com

Treasurer: Sue Hinkel, shinkel@mail.win.org (Membership)

Secretary: Jim “Two Crows” Wallen, jimtwocrows@att.net

At Large: Gary Kuntz, galirahi@aol.com

Emeritus: Perrin Stifel, pstifelstl@earthlink.net

www.mo-tell.org
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