
Hello everyone,

It is officially Autumn. The blooms of summer 
are gone. They have been replaced with 
pumpkins and mums. Halloween candy fills the 
grocery store shelves and tellers are practicing 
their favorite ghost stories. It is a great time of 
year. The colors are beautiful. There are rich 
oranges, reds and yellows everywhere. I love it.

What could be better than a Halloween 
storytelling concert? MO-TELL is having two of 
them on October 30, one for kids and one for 
adults. I hope you will be there.

We will have several storytelling events this 

year. Watch for Tellabration! in November,

Wintertales in December and Love Stories in 
February. They will all be virtual until we
get out from under the threat of Covid-19.

What stories are you telling this year? Let us 
know what is happening in your story-filled
lives.

Joyce

“Stories are light. 
Light is precious in 
a world so dark. 
Begin at the 
beginning. Tell 
Gregory a
story. Make some 
light.”

― Kate DiCamillo,  
The Tale of Despereaux

(Never fear! .Joyce is unmasked in this 
photo , but she’s outside, 12 feet away from 

others, and sitting behind a very clean 
sheet of Plexiglass shielding.)



We will not forget them.
We remember them with memorial gifts to MO-Tell.

Memorials:  from Perrin Stifel

Brenda Ayuso
Ruth Bader Ginsberg

Jack Parker
John Shaughnessy

Memorial: from Joyce Slater

Sandy Kirby



Words from the founder of the event, 
J.G. Pinkerton:

In 1988, I dreamed of having a night each year when 
storytellers in each community got together and told stories 

to their families and friends. I called the idea 
TELLABRATION!™

Friends of storytelling liked the idea and began making it 
happen. Each year the circle of friends has grown and now 

TELLABRATION!™ happens all across America as well as in 
other lands.

I am only the man who had the idea… it is the friends of 
storytelling who have made the event a success.

Hundreds of tellers telling fo thousands of people.

May what the tellers share bring joy to many people and may 
the listeners come to know that…through storytelling, we 
can draw closer together in peace… and in friendship… 
and in love.

Storytelling reaches around the world and across all 
generations… reminding us of our common humanity. I 
know storytelling creates experiences… and … shared 
experiences are the basis of all relationships. My best wishes 
go with all who join in this common endeavor. 







From: Meghan Montez <MMontez@mymcpl.org>

Date: Tue, Oct 6, 2020 at 4:07 PM

Subject: Bicentennial Workshop Opportunities

Dear Storyteller,
Thank you for joining The Story Center and the University of Missouri Extension’s 

Community Arts Program for Bobby Norfolk’s workshop, “Teaching History Through 

Storytelling,” on August 29.  His workshop was the first of four storytelling workshops 

planned as part of the State of Stories programming that commemorates the Missouri 

Bicentennial.  We encourage you to join us for these three future workshops:

• Researching Historical Stories:  An Introductory Workshop, with Marideth Sisco.  

Saturday, November 14, 10:30am-12:30pm.

• Community Collection of Stories:  A Workshop on Story Collection, with Dr. Gladys 

Caines-Coggswell and Angela J. Williams.  Saturday, February 20, 

10:30am-12:30pm.
• From Fact to Fascination:  Telling Tales of True-Life and Historical Events, with Beth 

Horner.  Saturday, May 15, 10:30am-12:30pm.

Our hope is that you will complete all four workshops and work toward performing a story as 

part of the state’s Bicentennial activities in 2021.  Read more about our Bicentennial 

programs here: https://www.mymcpl.org/events/state-of-stories .

To help you continue developing skills between workshops, Kansas City-based storyteller 

Joyce Slater will be leading special coaching programs.  Intended specifically for storytellers 

participating in the State of Stories workshops, the first coaching program is scheduled 

for Wednesday, October 28, from 6:30 to 7:30pm in Zoom.  Please let Meg Montez of 

The Story Center know by Monday, October 26, if you plan to attend.

Both the workshops and the coaching programs are eligible for Continuing Education Units 

(CEUs) from the University of Missouri Extension.  If you are interested in this opportunity, 

please let us know. 
 
 
 
Best,
 

Meg Montez
Story Center Customer Service Associate II

Woodneath Library Center

8900 NE Flintlock Rd
Kansas City, MO 64157
816-883-4900
mmontez@mycpl.org
 
www.mystorycenter.org
www.mymcpl.org
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https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mymcpl.org%2Fevents%2Fstate-of-stories&data=02%7C01%7CMMontez%40mymcpl.org%7Cc9069e98e84b4a05b15d08d866ffcbba%7C45221ad37aa84793807dafdf0f8a4601%7C1%7C0%7C637372596119410503&sdata=AKs5PGwY9uLRVAd%2F21d6dzXDEbDlei3BpaOn4XLACd8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:mmontez@mycpl.org
http://www.mystorycenter.org/
http://www.mymcpl.org/


Spooky (not-very-scary) 
Stories For children 

Start at 7pm (until 8pm) CDT 

Spine-tinglers Scary Stories 
for Teens & Adults

Start at 9pm (until 10:30) CDT

See below for details on the storytellers who can 
make us lock the door, check under the bed, and 

sleep with the light on.

Do join us, won’t you? 



 

  

MO-TELL presents… 
 

Spine-Tingling Tales  
for Teens and Adults 

Featuring the Talents of: 
Mike and Nancee Micham 

Anthony Clark 
Joyce Carpenter 

Ric Vice 

Join MO-TELL Spine-Tingling Tales for Teens and 
Adults October 30, 2020 9:00-10:30 pm Central Time 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82823708920?pwd=V250UHhY
QVlHNnUrS2ZNcnE2ZXZGUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 828 2370 8920 
Passcode: 425981 

 

 
 
This program is FREE but donations are welcome. To 
donate to MO-TELL through PayPal, you must have a 
PayPal account, and send your donation to PayPal, 
shinkel@mail.win.org or send a check to MO-TELL, 2236 
Highway N, Pacific, Missouri 63069 



 



Missouri Storytelling, Inc. celebrates storytelling and Missouri history around the entire state of Missouri, with 
members from all over the region. Our membership includes storytellers, listeners, and enthusiasts alike. 

We are  proud of the benefits we offer our members: Missouri State Parks Storytelling, the Missouri Liars’s 
Contest, website presence for storytellers, National Storytelling Network affiliation, and a world class 
newsletter replete with snazziness. 

Our fiscal year runs from February 1st through January 31st. We’re glad to offer flexibility in memberships as 
single or dual, the dues of which we collect annually or biennially by January 31st. (Ahem. Has it passed 
without your dues?)

Whether you’re a…
• New member
• Current member whose 2019 dues are expiring
• Current member with dues expiring in 2020
• Former member with an eye to re-enlist

…we want to keep you as a member.  We want to hear from you. 
                                        (Like it’d kill you to call every once in a while….)



Applications Open for J.J. Reneaux Mentorship Award
 

Are you - or do you know - a talented younger storyteller who could benefit from a 
year's work with an experienced professional mentor?

If so, NSN wants you to know that we are now accepting applications for the 2021 
J.J. Reneaux Mentorship Award - a grant that provides $1,250 to enable a year's 
work between a storytelling mentor and a gifted younger teller (18-30 years old).

Check out the grant description and application instructions at https://storynet.org/
about-nsn/awards/jj-reneaux-award/mentorship-award/.

DEADLINE for applications: MIDNIGHT (CENTRAL time), OCTOBER 26, 2020.

Please share this announcement far and wide! Applicants need not be current 
members of NSN.

For more information, email Jo Radner at jradner@american.edu.
 

OMIGOSH! Didja 
hear?

 Well, Didja!?

https://storynet.org/about-nsn/awards/jj-reneaux-award/mentorship-award/
https://storynet.org/about-nsn/awards/jj-reneaux-award/mentorship-award/
mailto:jradner@american.edu


https://www.mymcpl.org/events/68437/introduction-playwriting-zoom

https://www.mymcpl.org/events/68439/introduction-storytelling-varieties-zoom

https://www.mymcpl.org/events/68123/performance-options-and-opportunities-
zoom

https://www.mymcpl.org/events/68446/telling-scary-stories-zoom

For complete details, use your cursor to highlight, 
then copy, and paste into the URL bar in your browser:



In the short time Alice has been associated with 
storytelling she has accomplished a lot, both as
a storyteller and as someone who is willing to use her 
skills to help foster storytelling. 
In less than 3 years, as she has been a member of MO-
TELL she has won the written portion of the
MO-TELL Liars Contest in 2019 and took Second Place 
in the 2020 contest. 
She has also been on the Board of River and Prairie 
Storyweavers (RAPS) for the past two years as Treasurer, 
helping keep RAPS fiscally sound. And, she has received 
both the Written and Oral Storytelling Certification 
from The Story Center, a part of the Mid-Continent 
Public Library.
Alice started her journey in storytelling via the written 
word instead of oral storytelling. Her favorite types of 
stories to write are personal stories. But lately she has 
been telling more stories, both personal stories and 
folktales. When asked what interests her she said she 
“cares about people and why they do the things they do”. 
She thought one of the reasons she got so interested in 
storytelling is that stories are a way to illustrate and 
understand that behavior.
Fun little known fact about Alice (actually 2 of them): 
She was the Ping-Pong champion of her high school. 
Also, she held the record for the most free throws in a 
row.
As for her future in storytelling, she said she wants to 
have fun with it. To enjoy listening to, writing, and 
telling the stories that interest her.

MO-TELL events Upcoming! 

November 21, 2020, 7 pm, Tellabration!
December 8, 2020, 7 pm, Wintertales

January 16, 2021, time TBD, Annual membership meeting
February 12, 2021, 7 pm Valentine stories



Magnet 
here

Magnet 
here

Stories, Gatherings, and Story Gatherings 
around our fair state. 

October, 2020 Calendar

We are participating as a part of MoTel Halloween 
stories and November Telabration so we are not 
having regular Gateway meetings until January.

Nothing Listed 
Thanks to COVID-19,

 River and Prairie Storyweavers 
is going virtual 

on Zoom again in October.

 
Saturday, October 23, 2020, 10:00 am – 
Fourth Saturday Meeting
 
Thursday, November 5, 2020, 7:00 pm – 
First Thursday Meeting
Story Theme: Turkey Stories
 
Saturday, November 14, 2020, 2:00 pm - 
Second Saturday Meeting
Story Theme: Pre-Tellabration Cellebration 
– Please 
contact RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com to 
submit your best story to be a part of this 
special program.
 
Contact: RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com for 
Zoom Meeting ID and Password for each 
meeting
(If you are on the RAPS email list, meeting 
ID and password
for each meeting will be sent to you 
automatically.)

Nothing Listed 

mailto:RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com
mailto:RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com


Missouri Storytelling, Inc (MO-TELL) is an organization of 
storytellers and other interested persons dedicated to 

spreading the joy and art of storytelling throughout Missouri. 

We envision that every Missourian will hear and 
share stories and keep the oral tradition alive. 
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