
Hello my friends,

Happy Thanksgiving to all of you. It is a time to 
be with family and share stories. October was a 
scary month this year. There were so many 
storytelling programs on Zoom this year that 
were frightening. There were ghosts, witches, 
and vampires galore. Even MO-TELL proved to 
have a very scary program. We held a virtual 
concert on Zoom on October 16 th with tellers 
Bobby Norfolk, Sherry Norfolk and Ken Wolfe. 
The stories were so scary one of the audience 
members contacted me immediately following 
the concert with a message “The storytellers 
were great. I do think I may watch a Hallmark 
movie before I try to sleep tonight.” I can’t wait 
until next year’s Halloween program.

Speaking of programs, MO-TELL is gearing up 
for Tellabration! A Night of Storytelling for 
Adults. The date is November 19. The time is 7 
pm. The storytellers are Lee Giezentanner, Sue 
Hinkel and Angela Williams.

Tellabration! We are a part of a something big! 
See you there.

(See more on Tellabration on the next page.)

“My gripe is not with lovers of the 
truth but with truth herself. What 
succor, what consolation is there in 
truth, compared to a story? What 
good is truth, at midnight, in the 
dark, when the wind is roaring like 
a bear in the chimney? When the 
lightning strikes shadows on the 
bedroom wall and the rain taps at 
the window with its long 
fingernails?
No. When fear and cold make a 
statue of you in your bed, don’t 
expect hard-boned and fleshless 
truth to come running to your aid. 
What you need are the plump 
comforts of a story. The soothing, 
rocking safety of a lie.”

Diane Setterfield , 
 The Thirteenth Tale



™

In 1988, I dreamed of having a night each year 
when storytellers in each community got 
together and told stories to their families and 
friends.
I called the idea TELLABRATION! ™

Friends of storytelling liked the idea and began 
making it happen. Each year the circle of friends 
has grown and now TELLABRATION! ™ happens all 
across America as well as in other lands.
I am only the man who had the idea… it is the 
friends of storytelling who have made the event a 
success. Hundreds of tellers telling to thousands 
of people. May what the tellers share bring joy 
to many people and may the listeners come
to know that…through storytelling, we can draw 
closer together in peace… and in friendship… and 
in love.
Storytelling reaches around the world and 
across all generations… reminding us of our 
common humanity. I know storytelling creates 
experiences… and … shared experiences are the 
basis of all relationships. My best wishes go with 
all who join in this common endeavor.

National Storytelling Network

Presents

A night of storytelling for Adults

Featuring the Narrative magnificence of:

Lee Giezentanner

Sue Hinkel
Look for an 
email from 
MO-TELL 
with Zoom 
links and 
pass codes.

Angela Williams
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I live in Osborne Kansas. I work at Osborne Industries building and 
repairing electronics for pigs, and other animals. The electronics 
help keep track of food intake, weight, ventilation, and heat pad 
controls. My hobbies include collecting stamps, coins, storytelling 
albums (my collection now includes over five hundred), and 
paranormal investigations.

I am interested in learning about all kinds of storytelling and 
storytellers. I study storytellers to help find storytellers for the 
Kansas Storytelling Festival, and sometimes recommend them to 
other festivals. My interest in storytelling started by watching 
storytellers at the Kansas Storytelling Festival. I now go to all the 
festivals in Nebraska and Missouri when I am not busy with acting 
in plays, lighting and sound effects at school plays, being President 
of the Downs Lions Club and other hobbies. Creating a network of 
collaboration between multiple festivals is also one of my interests 
that I work on to help the storytelling community.

It is important to be part of storytelling organizations like MO-TELL to help support storytelling, 
learn about events and opportunities to perform in live or online events, learn more about 
storytelling and make connections with people in the storytelling field.

Since I have primarily been a tall tale/liar’s storyteller and Bil Lepp was at the first contest that I 
ever competed in he was one of my early influences. When I was at the National Storytelling Festival, 
I performed at the National Storytelling Festival swapping grounds I performed in a style like Bil 
Lepp where somebody pointed that out. That’s when I realized there is already a real Bil Lepp. Why do 
I want to try to be another Bil when I can be me? Although I still tell stories in some storyteller’s 
styles when I am working on a story when I am on stage, I try to just be me. When I am working on
creating imagery, I often think about how Laura Packer would describe something. If I am working on 
the timing of a story I often think about where Donald Davis would put pauses in the story. When I 
am adapting a story as I am studying an audience, I think how Tim Lowry or Ed Stivender would 
change the story to create a more interactive experience for the audience.

One of my favorite stories is “The Cracked Pot” because it shows how imperfection can create beauty.
Since you asked, one of my favorite Halloween jokes is: 
Q: What is the safest way to pay for creepy Halloween decorations on the internet?
A: Always use cryptocurrency. 

My favorite holiday is the 4th of July because I enjoy blowing things up with my family. My favorite 
holiday memories are of Thanksgiving because that is when the most family members would come 
back, and I always enjoyed the family stories that would be told and to catch up with all the things 
that happened during the year.

My last favorite vacation, my friends from Michigan came and picked me up and we
explored a Bishop Castle made by one man in Colorado, went hiking and seeing the
Grand Canyon, Horseshoe Bend, Bryce Canyon National Park, and Zion National Park.



Magnet 
here
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here

Stories, Gatherings, and Story Gatherings 
around our fair state. 

Gateway Storytellers - 

We’re going Bi Monthly 
Every third Tuesday beginning in 
January of 2022.
We will meet in December. 
We encourage everyone to attend the 
Kansas City Storytelling 
Celebration next week.

RAPS Meetings for 
November 2021 for MO-
TELL Newsletter.
Thursday November 4, 2021
Meeting Cancelled for KC 
Storytelling Celebration

 
Saturday November 13, 2021, 2:00 
pm – Second Saturday Meeting
Featured Teller: Lorraine Darnell
Story Theme: The Turkey Stared 
Me In the Eye.
 
Saturday October 23, 2021
Meeting Cancelled for Thanksgiving
 
Thursday December 2, 2021 7:00 
pm – First Thursday Meeting
If all goes well, RAPS first hybrid 
meeting
(In person AND on Zoom)
 
If not on RAPS Mailing List,
Contact: RAPS.Secretary@gmail.co
m for additional info and Zoom 
links.

mailto:RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com
mailto:RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com




Mid-Continent Public Library has created a virtual celebration that offers the public, as well as
schools , daycare centers,  and care facilities  the chance to  enjoy performances by regional and
national  storytellers.
 To find a full schedule of programs or  request a free link  to access more than 15 recorded
storytelling programs for your school or organization, visit mymcpl.org/storytelling-celebration. 

22nd Annual
 Kansas City

 Storytelling Celebration
Nov. 3-6, 2021

Visit mymcpl.org/storytelling-Celebration  for a 
 storyteller bios, program schedule, & to request 

 link to our free Storyteller Program Playlist.

Featured storytellers...

Regional storytellers...

Carol Birch

Eth-Noh-Tec

Mitchell Capel
"Gran'daddy Junebug" 

Leeny Del Seamonds

Heather Harlen
Mike & Nancee Micham
Deb Swanegan

Ric Vice
Jackie & Papa Wright
LaRita Wright



For 22 years, the Kansas City Storytelling Celebration has brought nationally- and 
regionally-known storytellers to libraries, schools, day cares, community centers, 
and assisted living centers to ignite interest in the art of sharing stories—from the 
mythical to the personal—to people of all ages.
This year, Mid-Continent Public Library has created a virtual celebration, 
November 3-6, to continue this tradition through online resources and social 
media platforms. The 2021 Kansas City Storytelling Celebration will conclude on 
Saturday, November 6 with a day of virtual storytelling workshops and concerts.
If you are interested in hosting a virtual storytelling program for your school, 
classroom, community or care center, please fill out the request form to receive a 
private YouTube link for a virtual program. Links to programming will be valid 
from November 3-17. (Links will be sent out beginning Nov. 2)
Please feel free to share the link to this form with others in your organization. If 
you have questions, please email speterson-davis@mymcpl.org.

2021 KC Storytelling Celebration
2021 KC Storytelling Celebration: Tales of a Clever Cook, a Fast Fox, and a 
Clingy Coffin (MCPL360) | 
Mon, Nov 1, 2021 - 7:00pm
2021 KC Storytelling Celebration: A Freedom Ride and a Haunted Journey 
(MCPL360) | 
Tue, Nov 2, 2021 - 7:00pm
2021 KC Storytelling Celebration: Performance Options & Opportunities 
(Zoom) | 
Wed, Nov 3, 2021 - 6:30pm
2021 KC Storytelling Celebration: Let's Laugh A LOT! (MCPL360) | 
Thu, Nov 4, 2021 - 10:00am
2021 KC Storytelling Celebration: Becoming a Storyteller with Mitch Capel 
(Zoom) | 
Thu, Nov 4, 2021 - 6:30pm
 

VIEW ALL EVENTS
 

https://forms.office.com/r/T2vPTtsXJe
mailto:speterson-davis@mymcpl.org
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2021 KC Storytelling Celebration: Tales of a Clever Cook, a Fast Fox, and a Clingy Coffin (MCPL360)

Mon, Nov 1 2021

7:00pm - 7:30pm Central

Virtual Event

Join storytellers Papa and Jackie Wright for their take on three classic tales—Clever Gretel, Proud Fox, and Stop the Coffin!

 

EVENT DETAILS

 REGISTER NOW

 

2021 KC Storytelling Celebration: A Freedom Ride and a Haunted Journey (MCPL360)

Tue, Nov 2 2021

7:00pm - 7:45pm Central

Virtual Event

Join storyteller Deb Swanegan as she tells the story of a modern day pilgrimage to the Underground Railroad and the tale of a haunted trip on the Doodlebug train. For adults.

 

EVENT DETAILS

 REGISTER NOW

 

2021 KC Storytelling Celebration: Performance Options & Opportunities (Zoom)

Wed, Nov 3 2021

6:30pm - 8:00pm Central

Story Center Event

Virtual Event

There's story, performance, and biz-ness. So, we'll examine matching venues and audiences for your storytelling content and style.

 

EVENT DETAILS

 REGISTER NOW

 

2021 KC Storytelling Celebration: Let's Laugh A LOT! (MCPL360)

Thu, Nov 4 2021

10:00am - 10:30am Central

Virtual Event

Time for some silly stories and songs from storyteller Heather Harlan. Sing a song about ketchup and join in the story about the Monkey and Two Cats. Sometimes you just need to get giggling!

 

EVENT DETAILS
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Northeast Storytelling Presents Our Annual Conference, Sharing the Fire

at the Sheraton Portsmouth Harborside Hotel, NH: 

"Imagining Our Power"
SAVE THE DATE MARCH 25-27 2022 

With Keynote Speaker and Storyteller: Megan Wells

Call for Proposals are open! Have a skill you want to share? A 
program on methodology you're excited about? Knowledge you 

want to expound upon to help others? A fabulous story you want to 
share at the Olio? Please use the link provided below to submit your 

Workshop and Olio proposals. 

•Deadline For Workshop and Intensive Proposals is November 
15,2021.

•Deadline For Olio Proposals is November 20,2021.

Sharing the Fire Call for Proposals

"Megan Wells is an award-winning and nationally-respected professional storyteller 
who has enthralled audiences for more than 40 years. This extensive experience has 
allowed Megan to develop a vast repertoire of engaging stories, including traditional 
tales, multicultural myths, historical retellings, and even some personal stories from 
her own life. Regardless of the story she's telling, Megan's passion and energy bring 
the words to life in front of your eyes."

Visit Megan's Website
We're so excited to see you in 2022, in New Hampshire!

https://nestorytelling.app.neoncrm.com/track//servlet/DisplayLink?orgId=nestorytelling&emailId=994be5dfc758d36e5860ba2905d615649m165861994&&linkId=5950&targetUrl=https://www.nestorytelling.org/stf-sharing-the-fire-2022/
https://nestorytelling.app.neoncrm.com/track//servlet/DisplayLink?orgId=nestorytelling&emailId=994be5dfc758d36e5860ba2905d615649m165861994&&linkId=5951&targetUrl=https://www.meganwells.com


 REGISTER NOW

Storytelling Certificate Celebration: Oral Storytelling (ZOOM)
Sat, Dec 4 2021

 10:30am - 12:00pm Central

Story Center Event

Virtual Event

Storytelling Certificate Celebration: Oral Storytelling Join The Story Center and Metropolitan Community College as we recognize the 

participants that have earned their certificate from The Oral Stor
 

EVENT DETAILS

 REGISTER NOW

Story Swap (ZOOM)
Thu, Dec 16 2021

 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central

 Story Center Event

 Virtual Event

An open-mic storytelling event that's open to anyone! Put your name in the hat for a chance to share a seven-minute story, or just come to enjoy 

the show.
 

EVENT DETAILS

 REGISTER NOW

Performance Basics (ZOOM)
Mon, Jan 10 2022

 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central

 Story Center Event

 Virtual Event

In this interactive workshop, discover how to unleash your potential and connect with your audience. Attendees will practice vocal projection, 

movement, pacing, and tips for combating stage fright.
 

EVENT DETAILS

 REGISTER NOW

Story Swap (ZOOM)
Thu, Jan 20 2022

 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central

 Story Center Event

 Virtual Event
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2021 KC Storytelling Celebration: Performance Options & Opportunities 

(Zoom)
Wed, Nov 3 2021 

6:30pm - 8:00pm Central 

Story Center Event 

Virtual Event

There's story, performance, and biz-ness. So, we'll examine matching venues and audiences for your storytelling content and style.
 

EVENT DETAILS

 REGISTER NOW

Story Swap (ZOOM)
Thu, Nov 18 2021

 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central

 Story Center Event

 Virtual Event

An open-mic storytelling event that's open to anyone! Put your name in the hat for a chance to share a seven-minute story, or just come to 

enjoy the show.
 

EVENT DETAILS

 REGISTER NOW

Resources for Storytellers (ZOOM)
Mon, Nov 29 2021

6:30pm - 8:00pm Central

 Story Center Event

 Virtual Event

It takes various tools to become a seasoned storyteller, including books, websites, organizations, and more.
 

EVENT DETAILS
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MERCURY AND THE WOODMAN

A Woodman was felling a tree on the bank of a river, when his 
axe, glancing off the trunk, flew out of his hands and fell into 
the water. As he stood by the water’s edge lamenting his loss, 
Mercury appeared and asked him the reason for his grief; and on
learning what had happened, out of pity for his distress he dived 
into the river and, bringing up a golden axe, asked him if that 
was the one he had lost. The Woodman replied that it was not, 
and Mercury then dived a second time, and, bringing up a
silver axe, asked if that was his. 

“No, that is not mine either,” said the Woodman.

Once more Mercury dived into the river and brought up the 
missing axe. The Woodman was overjoyed at recovering his 
property and thanked his benefactor warmly; and the latter was 
so pleased with his honesty that he made him a present of
the other two axes. When the Woodman told the story to his 
companions, one of these was filled with envy of his good fortune 
and determined to try his luck for himself.

So, he went and began to fell a tree at the edge of the river, and 
presently contrived to let his axe drop into the water. Mercury 
appeared as before, and, on learning that his axe had fallen in, he 
dived and brought up a golden axe, as he had done on the previous 
occasion. Without waiting to be asked whether it was his or not 
the fellow cried, “That’s mine, that’s mine,” and stretched out his 
hand eagerly for the prize: but Mercury was so disgusted at his 
dishonesty that he not only declined to give him the golden axe, 
but also refused to recover for him the one he had let fall into 
the stream.

Honesty is the best policy.





River and Prairie Storyweavers (RAPS)
Dues: $25 per year for Individual ($35 per year for 
Family - any number)

Membership gives you access to a 
supportive audience for gaining storytelling 
experience, and makes you part of a group of really 
nice storytelling supporters. Requests to RAPS for 
storytellers are only shared with RAPS Members. 
Membership also gives you the opportunity to serve 
on the RAPS board and set the direction of future 
RAPS endeavors.

Contact: RAPS.secretary@gmail.com
Mail dues to: RAPS Treasurer
c/o Alice Nathan
840 NW North Ridge Ct.
Blue Springs, MO  64015
Website: https://
www.riverandprairiestoryweavers.org/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
raps.storyweavers

Meeting times: 1st Thursday of each month - 7:00 pm
2nd Saturday of each month - 2:00 pm

Website: gatewaystorytellers.wordpress.com

Membership, February 1- January 31
Annual dues-$25

Send to: 
Robert Jensen, 
3413 Rand Ln., 
Belleville, IL 62226

rmjensen1016@gmail.com

Monthly meeting-Third Tuesday of each month, 7:00 PM
Bi-monthly mini workshops and feature teller slots
Membership includes participating in and telling on our monthly Story Slams

mailto:RAPS.secretary@gmail.com
https://www.riverandprairiestoryweavers.org/
https://www.riverandprairiestoryweavers.org/
https://www.facebook.com/raps.storyweavers
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  • April 10: Earth Up (Weekend: Workshops, 

Performances, Slam, Fringe, Master Class, Social 

Time, Panel Discussions, Showcases & Kid School 

Program) Applications open January 2021

• May 15: Caught in a Bind (Slam + Fringe) 

• June 12: Amplify (Slam + Fringe) 

• July 21-25, 2021 NSN’s  ‘Connected’ Virtual 

Conference & Festival - Mark your calendars 

now! Applications coming soon.  

• August 21 - Hot (Slam + Fringe) 

• September 18 - Schooled (Slam + Fringe) 

• October 22-24 - Spooked (Weekend)

• November 13 - Stuffing (Slam + Fringe)

• December 11 - Light (Slam + Fringe + Family Show)



October 24th, 1901

Annie Edson Taylor, an 
American schoolteacher, 
celebrated her 63rd birthday by hurtling over the Niagara Falls in a barrel. 

Imagine the level of dedication and commitment it took to be pushed away from the safe 
shores of the niagara river 
toward the watery, silent 
precipice into the roaring falls. 

She made her decision. 
She stuck with it in the bobbing, dark confines of a sealed 
barrel.

She was the very first person to ever survive the experience. 

Fame was hers (sadly, fortune didn’t quite follow.)

Let us all admire Taylor’s 
ability to commit to a cause in which she believed. 

Yes, let us all dwell with 
admiration for a long, dwelling, admiring moment…

 And now, quite deliberately, a short message       

from our president about a much easier 

commitment: 

We miss seeing you in person.  Even though we are unable to gather in person, we have enjoyed storytelling opportunities virtually.  We hope you will consider renewing your membership with us.  Some of the benefits offered to our members are as follows?  

1.     Missouri State Parks storytelling opportunities for the future2.     Missouri Liar's contest
3.     Web site presence for storytellers
4.     Monthly storytelling programs
5.     National Storytelling Network affiliation 
6.     A World Class newsletter
7.     Annual membership meeting
8.   Connection to the other storytelling organizations in the regionThis year we are also offering a MO-TELL bag for all new and renewed memberships. Soon we will have long sleeved t-shirts, hats and bags for sale.

For your consideration



Membership dues and Gifts
Fiscal year, February 1-January 31

Membership Annual dues                               Gifts

Single membership 1 year $25                          Logo Bag (1)

Single membership 2 years $40                                               Logo Bag (2)

Family membership 1 year $35                                              Logo Bag (1)

Family membership 2 years $50                                        Logo Bag (2)

Lifetime membership -60 $250                         Logo Bag plus
                                                                                                 Member’s choice of one:

                            (Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Lifetime membership 60+     $200                          Logo Bag plus
                                                  Member’s choice of one:

                                                                                  (Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Send check payable to:

MO-Tell
c/o
Sue Hinkel
2236 Highway N
Pacific, MO 63069

Or pay via MO-TELL’s PayPal account: suehinkel1@gmail.com

The Benefits You receive for your active Membership:

1. Missouri State Parks storytelling opportunities for the future
2. Missouri Liar’s contest
3. Web site presence for storytellers
4. Monthly storytelling programs
5. Loads of Merch (hats, caps, cups, mugs, bags, and whatnot!)
6. National Storytelling Network affiliation
7. A World Class newsletter (Huzzah!)
8. Annual membership meeting (and a voice therein!)
9. Connection to the other storytelling organizations in the region 

This year we are also offering:
a MO-TELL Logo bag for all new and renewed memberships, you lucky lucksters, you!

January-Annual membership meeting

February-June, August-December- Monthly programs

July-The Annual Missouri State Liar’s Contest



Missouri Storytelling, Inc (MO-TELL) is an organization of 
storytellers and other interested persons dedicated to 

spreading the joy and art of storytelling throughout Missouri. 

We envision that every Missourian will hear and 
share stories and keep the oral tradition alive. 
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