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“That is the power of a good
story. It can encourage you; it
can make you laugh; it can bring
you joy. It will make you think,
it will tap into your hidden
emotions, and it can make you
cry. The power of a story can
also bring about healing, give
you peace, and change your life!
(p-15)”.

— Jeff Dixon,

The Key to the Kingdom

Hello friends,

What a cold spell we have had! I know it is winter and we should
expect the weather to be this way, but the snow and frigid weather
have kept a lot of us indoors this season.

However, despite the cold, the River and Prairie Storyweavers Chicken
Festival in January prevailed. We were tucked inside a hotel in
Topeka sharing stories, meals, and fellowship. We were a lively bunch
with music intermingled with our tales of all kinds.

There was an exciting auction and one-minute stories, long stories
and short ones, too. On Sunday we shared quiet songs and
inspirational stories. We laughed, we cried, and we held on to each
other in a most loving way. Old friendships were renewed and new
friendships were made. This event invigorates me every year. I feel
like I begin the year with a fresh outlook. I thank RAPS for
continuing this tradition in Missouri.

January also brought our Annual Membership Meeting. We welcomed
a new board member, Sue Godsey from Joplin, MO. She will take on
the job of secretary for the organization. Thank you to Sue and thank
you Linda Kuntz, who will step down as secretary but will remain on
the board. to continue her job with membership. Thanks to all of you
who attended the meeting. If you were unable to attend and want to
know what was said, the meeting was recorded and it is on the
website, www.mo-tell.org .

Big news in February, the MO-TELL online auction is open. You may
begin your bidding. This is a fundraiser that enables us to produce
programming for all of you. www.32auctions.com/mo-tellzoz6

We have so much coming up this year in MO-TELL. Stick around to
enjoy the surprises. Our stories are important. Keep sharing them.

Joyce Slater
President, MO-TELL
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www.MO-TELL.org

MISSOURI STORYTELLING, INC
(MO-TELL) ONLINE AUCTION

WWW.32AUCTIONS.COM/MO-TELL2026
FEBRUARY 1 TO FEBRUARY 28, 2026

This money raised will help MO-TELL continue to
support storytelling in Missouri through
storytelling at Missouri State Parks and Historic

r

SITes. Z0Oom events, we 0ps and festivals

To donate an item or service please email
Lindakkuntz@vahoo.com the following by
January 15, 2026

1. A picture of the item. If it's a service,
perhaps yvour photo or business card

2. Description of the donated item or

service. Up to three sentences.

L

Approximate value (minimum of $25)

)

Starting bid price
5 Name of donor, mailing address, email

address and telephone number

MO-TELL is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization
and your donation is tax deductible. After the

received, you

will be notified who has won your item or

service and their mailing address so you can
ship it to them

Thank you for supporting MO-TELL

Joyce Slater, President

Missour Storytelling, Inc (MO-TELL)
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http://www.32auctions.com//mo-tell2026

MO-TELL WELCOMES THE ELOQUENT

SUE GODSEY
AS OUR NEWEST BOARD MEMBER!




SUE SAYS:

| discovered the joy of the tall tale when, as a child, | broke Aunt Lurline’s
vase and blamed it on the cat! Thirty years later, | was introduced to
storytelling by Trudy Terry, a storyteller and librarian in my home state of
Texas. | began attending storytelling as an audience member and then as a
teller. I learned from many regional tellers especially Tim Tingle and Doc
Moore, who attended a monthly swap with me in San Antonio. | began
telling folktales and fairy tales, then collected regional stories. | was
especially thrilled to meet J.J.Renaux, who was one of my favorite
storytellers. Another great experience for me was taking classes at East
Tennessee State University with Flora Joy and Jay O’Callahan.

| moved to Joplin Missouri, became active in a local group of storytellers
then joined RAPS and began working with youth storytellers in my area.

| am now retired from teaching, but not from storytelling. | do storytelling
programs and workshops in and around Joplin and work with senior
citizens as a Timeslips storytelling facilitator, | am part of Joplin’s newly
organized JoMo Area Storytellers, who hold swaps and will be hosting a
story slam in March. | am so excited about the Mo-Tell Liars Contest, which
will be held here in July 2026. It will be a whole weekend of great
storytelling right here in Joplin with the Liars Contest as the main event! |
hope everyone in MO-TELL and many others will attend!

| am very glad to be part of Missouri’s awesome storytelling network again
and honored to be a part of the MO-TELL board.

MO-TELL Shys:.

We’re honored to have your service and leadership, Sue. Thank you.




N  MO-TELL First Tuesday

Quarterly Concerts on Zoom

March 10, 7 pm
Theme: Celtic Knots

June 9, 7 pm

Theme: Summer Surprises

September 8, 7 pm
Theme: School Yarns

December 8, 7 pm

Theme: Peace and Joy

Tellabration!
Tuesday, November 17,
on Zoom

Live & in person
Tellabration!
in St. Louis, date TBD

Live & in person
Liars Contest,
July 10 & 11, Joplin, MO
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. Humor for the Dead of Winter

Roses are red, violets are blue,
you’re my favorite but don’t
tell the cat.

You stole a pizza my heart.

I love you more than pizza,
and that’s saying a lot.

I’m yours, no refunds.

Let’s be a pair of socks, and
stick together.

You’re the reason I look down
at my phone, and smile, while I
walk into a pole.

You’re weird, I like you.

Roses are red, violets are blue,
your feet are stinky but I still
love you.
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STOIZIES, GATHEIZINés, AND STORY 6ATHEIZIN6-S
AROUND OUR FAIR STATE-

Join us for our monthly meeting!

Jim "Two Crows" Wallen will present the
Mini Workshop: You Want Me To Do What?
Ever had a storytelling experience that went
wrong and you didn’t know how to handle
it? What to do with a disruptive audience
member? What to do when you haven’t got
paid for a job you did six months ago.

Jim “Two Crows” Wallen will lead a Q&A
session at the February RAPS Meeting on
February 5th at 7pm. So come with your
questions of how to handle situations you
have either had happen to you or
anticipating problems that might arise at
your next gig.

Story sharing theme will be "The love
that got away"

Trailside Center , 9901 Holmes,
Kansas City MO 64131

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/
875053101687
pwd=MmhrM2NHSE1VaHZaVG
IMMTZNIVKQT09

[1

Meeting ID: 875 0531 0168
Passcode: 301275

HERE

The Third Saturday meeting will
not be held because of the
Winter Winds Storyfest.

S

MO-TELL Calendar 2025/2026

Board meetings — First Monday of the
month, 2 pm Central time, Zoom
December 9, 2025 — Online concert (see
flier)

The Annual Membership Meeting —
January 13, 2026, 7:00 pm, Central time

Quarterly online concerts for 2026
March 10, June 9, September 8,
December 8, 7:00 pm, Central time

The 12 th Annual Liars Contest in
Joplin, MO, 2026
July 10/11

N
, MAGNET |

/


https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87505310168?pwd=MmhrM2NHSE1VaHZaVG1MMTZjNlVKQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87505310168?pwd=MmhrM2NHSE1VaHZaVG1MMTZjNlVKQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87505310168?pwd=MmhrM2NHSE1VaHZaVG1MMTZjNlVKQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87505310168?pwd=MmhrM2NHSE1VaHZaVG1MMTZjNlVKQT09
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F E S T I VA L MARCH 1215 « 2026

BERION 1YL CEMIER > HERION, TEXRS

FOR MORE INFO VISIT FESTIVAL.TEJASSTORYTELLING.COM

R,e . l ation for the . ﬁweek-encl:i pass includes.:

0 21 storytelling events including: Ghost Tales, Liars Contest, Fringe...
- Texas Storytelling Festival is here! LB
N 1 poetry slam
March 12 - 15 1 story slam
4 youth activities
and over 60 storytellers
Unplug and connect to yourself and others
= ; . Early bird deadline is March 6.
with some good old-fashioned storytelling.
Individual event tickets are $15 paid at the door.
About the Festival See our website for a list of free events.
Hear personal stories, ghost stories, a liars contest, sacred tales, youth activities, a

story slam, poetry slam, music, and so much more. In addition, participants can https://festival.tejasstorytelling.com/
attend workshops to hone their own storytelling skills.




e Story Ceviler

M Migd-Continant Pubiic LBy

2P

MID-CONTINENT

PUBLIC LIBRARY

Winter Winds Storyfest
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Come together for a day of storytelling events.

Winter Winds Annual Storytelling Concert (Hybrid)

Fri, Feb 20 2026

7:00pm - 8:00pm Central

The Auditorium at Woodneath Library Center and Online

Story Center Event

MCPL Online

Warm up your winter and get ready for spring with a selection of stories told
by featured teller Alton Takiyama-Chung and guests Rich White and Beverly
Laudie.

REGISTER NOW



https://www.mymcpl.org/story-center/events/winter-winds-storyfest
https://www.mymcpl.org/story-center/events/winter-winds-storyfest
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/113901/winter-winds-annual-storytelling-concert-hybrid
https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/woodneath-library-center
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D113901

M Mg-Continent Public Ly
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eStory Cenier

Starting to Tell Stories (Zoom)

Mon, Feb 9 2026 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story
Center Event MCPL Online

You have a great story to tell, and the Library wants to
help you tell it!

REGISTER NOW

Marketing for Storytellers (Zoom)

Wed, Feb 11 2026 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story
Center Event MCPL Online

Entrepreneurial expert Kimberly Beer will teach you
how to cultivate a brand that speaks to your audience
as a writer or storyteller.

REGISTER NOW

Story Swap (Hybrid)

Thu, Feb 19 2026 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central MCPL
Online and Online Story Center Event MCPL Online

This open-mic storytelling event is open to anyone!
REGISTER NOW



https://www.mymcpl.org/events/114127/starting-tell-stories-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D114127
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/114131/marketing-storytellers-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D114131
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/114135/story-swap-hybrid
https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/mcpl-online
https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/mcpl-online
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D114135

IPS FOR

Before you tell the story (Preparation)

Know your audience: Tailor the story to who you're talking to and what
they’ll find relevant.

Find your personal connection: Choose stories that truly resonate with
you to make them authentic.

Define the purpose: Understand what you want the story to achieve or
what emotion to convey.

Breathe: Warm up your voice with various exercises.

Practice out loud: Rehearse to get comfortable with the flow.

Record yourself: Listen back to identify areas to improve (like filler
words or pacing).

Get feedback: Ask trusted friends or peers for their thoughts.

During the storytelling (Performance)

Start late, end early: Begin at the most interesting point, with the action
already happening, and cut unnecessary backstory.

Show, don't tell: Use vivid language, actions, and physical reactions
(like trembling hands) to reveal feelings instead of just stating them.

Be vulnerable & relatable: Share mistakes or struggles to make your
characters (and yourself) human.

Keep it simple & concise: Cut details until only the essential,
comprehensible parts remain; avoid big, pretentious words.

Use emotional arcs: Give each scene a mini-arc, showing an emotional
change from Point A to Point B, says Reddit.

Pace yourself: Slow down, breathe, and let important moments

land; use pauses for impact.

Get feedback: Ask trusted friends or peers for their thoughts and adjust
as needed.




Winter Winds Storyfest

Join the Story Center as we celebrate stories, storytellers, listeners, and supporters at the third-annual Winter Winds
Storyfest. Produced in collaboration with River and Prairie Storyweavers, the 2026 Storyfest includes performances by
featured storyteller Alton Takiyama-Chung and guests Rich White and Beverly Laudie, two storytelling workshops led by
Alton, and an open-mic storytelling event.

. Space is limited and advance registration is required for this event.

. All events are in-person at the Auditorium at Woodneath Library Center except the storytelling concert on Friday
which is in-person and online.

. The inclement weather dates for this event are Friday, February 27, and Saturday, February 28.

Schedule

Friday, February 20

7:00 — 8:00pm: Winter Winds Annual Storytelling Concert (Hybrid)

Warm up your winter and get ready for spring with a selection of stories told by featured teller Alton Takiyama-Chung and
guests Rich White and Beverly Laudie. Joyce Slater, veteran storyteller and founder of the Kansas City Storytelling
Celebration, will be your emcee for this Winter Winds event for all ages.

Saturday, February 21

9:30 — 10:00am: Coffee and Muffins

10:00am — 12:00pm: Family Characters and Their Stories

You want to tell a story about a family character, but where to begin? How do you create a story from facts and anecdotes?
Join storyteller Alton Takiyama-Chung to capture the essence of that family character, follow their story threads, and weave
those threads into stories for future generations. This workshop will include small group work, hands-on exercises, and
demonstrations.

12:00 — 1:30pm: Open-Mic Storytelling and Lunch

This open-mic storytelling event is a chance to share a story and connect with other storytellers, while enjoying a provided
boxed lunch. Drop your name into a hat if you are interested in telling a five- to six-minute story or sit back and enjoy the
show. Alice Nathan of River and Prairie Storyweavers is your emcee. Please note, a limited number of vegetarian meals will
be available. We cannot accommodate dietary restrictions.

1:30 — 3:30pm: Making Stories Come Alive

You have a story about a character, such as a family member, but how do you make that character and story come alive?
Join storyteller Alton Takiyama-Chung on a story weaving journey to find the heart of your story, the lens through which you
might relate to the tale, and the gift you would like to offer your audience. This workshop will include small group work,
hands-on exercises, and demonstrations.

Meet the Storytellers

3:30 — 4:00pm: Networking

Alton Takiyama-Chung Beverly Laudie Rich White



https://www.riverandprairiestoryweavers.org/
https://www.altonchung.com/
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/113901/winter-winds-annual-storytelling-concert-hybrid
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/113902/family-characters-and-their-stories
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/112704/open-mic-storytelling-and-lunch
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/113903/making-stories-come-alive
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A-né:wf free E-Publicaﬁon the 15th of each month

While you explore, consider,é@mitting stories, articles, poems, and art.
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DETAILS BELOW. CHECK 'EM OUT/

CURIOUS ABOUT THE EVENT ABOVE? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VH{05dXzdEQ
LSk THE LTNK TO SEE IT (OR ONE LIKE 1Ty, "tPS// ¥ i AR




STHE MO-C[ELL BILL OF

OFTEN IMITATED, NEVER @UPLICATED
MEMBERSHIP DUES

FISCAL YEAR, FEBRUARY 1-JANUARY 31

MEMBERSHIP ANNUAL DUES COMES WITH
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP 1 YEAR $25 MO-TELL PRESTIGE
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP 2 YEARS $4o MO-TELL PRESTIGE
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP 1 YEAR $35 FAMILY-WIDE
MO-TELL PRESTIGE
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP 2 YEARS $50 TWICE AS MUCH OF
THE SAME!!
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP -60 $250 LOGO BAG rLUS
MEMBER’S CHOICE OF ONE:
(CAP) (T-SHIRT) (LOGO MUG)
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP 60+ $200 LOGO BAG pLUS
MEMBER'S CHOICE OF ONE:
(CAP) (T-SHIRT) (LOGO MUG)
SEND CHECK PAYABLE TO:

Missouri Storytelling, Inc.
9621 Olive Blvd. #28994
St. Louis, MO 63132-9998

THE BENEFITS YOU RECEIVE FOR YOLR ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP:

1. MISSOURI STATE PARKS STORYTELLING OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE FUTURE
MISSOURI LIAR'S CONTEST

WEB SITE PRESENCE FOR STORYTELLERS

MONTHLY STORYTELLING PROGRAMS

LOADS OF MERCH (HATS, CAPS, CLUPS, MUGS, BAGS, AND WHATNOT!)

. NATIONAL STORYTELLING NETWORK AFFILIATION

A WORLD CLASS NEWSLETTER (HUZZAH!)

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING (AND A VOICE THEREIN!)

CONNECTION TO THE OTHER STORYTELLING ORGANIZATIONS IN THE REGION

ENEWITODIN

MO-TELL

MISSOURI STORYTELLING

RERISIUESVIN




WHy WE Do) WHAT: WE: DO

Missouri Storytelling, Inc (MO-TELL) is an organization of
storytellers and other interested persons dedicated to
spreading the joy and art of storytelling throughout Missouri.

STATEMENT]

We envision that every Missourian will hear and
share stories and keep the oral tradition alive.

STATEMEN]]

President: Joyce Slater, joyceslaterzo@gmail.com

Vice-President: Sue Hinkel, suehinkeli@gmail.com

Treasurer: Jackie Wright, jpapawright@sbcglobal.net,

Secretary: Sue Godsey, sgodseyz@gmail.com

At Large: Gary Kuntz, galirahi@®@aol.com
Nancee Walker Micham, walkermicham@gmail.com
Glen “Papa” Wright, jpapawright@sbcglobal.net,
Linda Kuntz, iharilag@gmail.com (membership)

Emeritus: Perrin Stifel, pstifelstl@earthlink.net,

www.mo-tell.org
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Our mailing address: 7338 Belleview Ave, Kansas City, MO 64114
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