
“Stories tell us of what 
we already knew and 
forgot, and
remind us of what we 
haven’t yet imagined.”

 – Anne L. Watson

Hello my friends,

I love Halloween and I have usually spent the night sitting on my 
front steps with a bucket of candy to hand out to the hundreds of 
tricks or treaters we get in our neighborhood. I missed all that 
although I didn’t miss the chilly weather. We celebrated my sister’s 
birthday this year. She was in town this year, so we partied. I 
remember the night of her birth. I was six years old and eager for 
treats. Our mother, who was nine months pregnant, took us Trick or 
Treating. We had only walked about eight blocks when she ducked 
into a house of some friends and made a call to our dad. Dad came 
quickly. We rushed home in the family auto. Dad took Mom to the 
hospital and two hours later baby Gloria Jean was born. Not so much 
candy that year but a beautiful baby sis. We don’t often get to 
celebrate her birthday in person because she lives half the year in 
Arizona. We had a rare treat.

November ushers in colder weather, Tellabration! Thanksgiving and 
Gratitude. I am thankful we have stories to share.

I want to thank the board members of MO-TELL for all their hard 
work this year keeping Missouri Storytelling Inc alive. Many thanks 
to Ken Wolfe for the beautiful newsletters he creates. Thank you to our 
members and the tellers who shared their stories on our behalf at the 
Missouri State Parks and our online events.

MO-TELL will kick off the week before Tellabration with a program on 
November 12 featuring Bil Lepp. There is a live in person Tellabration in 
St. Louis. River and Prairie Storyweavers will also have Tellabration. Check 
out the events.

Love to you all,

Joyce Slater

President of MO-TELL



Magnet 
here

Magnet 
here

Stories, Gatherings, and Story Gatherings 
around our fair state. 

 Thursday November 2, 2023, 7:00 pm First 
Thursday Meeting Hybrid* meeting at 
Trailside Center AND on ZoomWorkshop: 
“Komishibai  Board Storytelling” by Ric 
Vice Story Theme: “Cooking Mishaps or 
Planned Poisoning?”
 
Friday November 17, 2023, 2:00 pm 
Tellabration!®
In-person ONLY at John Knox Village (open 
to the public)
 
Saturday November 18, 2023, 7:00 pm 
Tellabration!® Hybrid* meeting at Trailside 
Center AND on Zoom (Advanced 
registration required to attend on Zoom.)
(No meeting at Woodneath this Saturday 
morning.)
 
Thursday December 7, 2023, 7:00 pm First 
Thursday Meeting In-person ONLY meeting 
at Trailside Center
Story Theme: “Winter Blues”
Dessert Bar & White-Elephant gift exchange
 *Hybrid meetings will be held in-person at:
Trailside Center                      Woodneath Library Center
99th & Holmes Rd.                  8900 NE Flintlock Road
Kansas City, MO 64131         Kansas City, MO  64157

 
If not on RAPS Mailing List,
Contact: RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com for 
additional info and Zoom links.

You are Invited to Gateway 
Storytellers' end of the year 
potluck party at the Jensen's home 
in Swansea, Illinois.

 Date: Saturday, November 4th.
Address:  2413 Rand Lane , 
Swansea, Illinois  

Time: try to arrive by 2 P.M.  please 
bring a snack or dish of food to share. 
Bring a friend who loves to hear 
stories.   We hope you will want to 
share your stories.  Listeners are 
needed too!   

Please RSVP so we will know how 
many people to expect.  

You can respond by phone or text  at 
262-894-6580  

Hoping you can come!

mailto:RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com
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This is the registration link for the Nov 18 RAPS Tellabration event.

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvd--
oqzIiEtXX24HSrJNILBWnEl3dJwDO

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvd--oqzIiEtXX24HSrJNILBWnEl3dJwDO
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvd--oqzIiEtXX24HSrJNILBWnEl3dJwDO
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I have to confess that that I thought MO-TELL was a great idea and was amazed as
Perrin got it off the ground and made it happen! But I don’t have a lot of memories of the
concerts, overnight workshops, and Tellabrations but I will share what I remember.

I thought having the MO-TELL storytelling concerts aboard the Goldenrod Showboat
was a brilliant idea, although somehow Al and I always got lost getting there, every time!
St Charles was on another planet for us. But once we got there, WOW, what fun it was.
I remember getting such stellar tellers to perform and the food was always extra
yummy! One of my fondest memories was when we walked onto the showboat and
there was Jimmy Neil Smith and Judith Black just sitting there at a table! This was
storytelling royalty! 

Jimmy Neil was the executive director of the National Storytelling organization, called 
NAPPS at that time. Judith Black was an amazing, zany & “tell it like it is” teller. She was 
one of my favorites. We always had a nice appreciative crowd.

In the old days, we would have weekends at Cuivre River State Park. I am a city slicker
though and had only been camping once, but I loved these weekends!   A women cook,
Carol Potter and her relative Violet Beaver made such good food. OMG! They became
like members of the storytellers, so warm and fun. The workshops were enlightening
and interactive. The weekends left a warm, fuzzy feeling as we reluctantly left our new
community of friends and storytellers. We might have gained a few pounds too!

I think I was part of the first Tellabration Concert at Perrin’s church. I loved sharing my 
Jewish Heritage with an enthusiastic audience.

Kudos to Perrin for having the brilliant vision 
to go statewide with our storytelling! State
parks have benefited for years from tellers all 
over the state. Still happening!
I am so happy that I could be part of MO-
TELL through the years!

Thanks, Annette!



                                      From bison to bingo, turkeys to stream teams, 

                     Missouri State Parks has it all
JEFFERSON CITY, MO, OCT. 27, 2023 – The weather may be changing, but there is still a lot to do in 
Missouri state parks and historic site

• Wednesdays, Nov. 1, 8, 15, 22, 28: Community Fly Tying Demonstration at Bennett Spring 
State Park
Join park volunteers Danny Goldsmith and Donald Ohler at 9 a.m. at the Bennett Spring Church 
of God annex building for a community fly tying demonstration. This program will provide 
instruction on tying a basic fishing fly and will give participants an opportunity to visit, share 
stories and see the art of fly tying. The demonstration is presented by the Friends of Bennett 
Spring State Park and is open to all ages. The church annex building is located directly across 
for the park office, behind the park restaurant at 26332 Highway 64A outside of Lebanon. 

• Saturday, Nov. 4: Stream Team Cleanup at Bennett Spring State Park
Everyone is invited to help improve the environment at Bennett Spring State Park. Stream Team 
#5462 will clean up the area in and around the park’s namesake spring. Volunteers of all ages 
are welcome to participate, but children must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. All 
scuba divers will be coordinated by James Presley and must preregister by calling 
417-883-5151 or emailing james.presley@diventures.com. Volunteers helping with trash pick-up 
on land can check in at the nature center on the day of the event to obtain gloves and trash 
bags. The event runs from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 26250 Highway 64A in Lebanon.

• Saturday, Nov. 4: Guided Bison Saunters at Prairie State Park
Celebrate National Bison Day, a day set aside to honor the bison as our national mammal, with 
a guided hike. This 1-ton beast once roamed the plains and prairies of North America 60 million 
strong before they were nearly wiped out. Due to the tremendous response of past years, there 
will be two saunters on this day: one at 10 a.m. and one at 1 p.m. Registration is required and 
the event is limited to 25 participants per saunter. To register, call 417-843-6711. Participants 
should meet at the Regal Tallgrass Prairie Nature Center at 128 NW 150th Lane in 
Mindenmines.

• Friday, Nov. 10: Wild Turkeys at Prairie State Park
Have you ever seen a flock of wild turkeys feeding in a field? Or heard one “gobble, gobble, 
gobble” in the woods? What’s life like for these large, native beauties? Children five and older 
can come learn about the world of Missouri turkeys. Class is limited to 35 and participants must 
complete registration by calling 417-843-6711 by Nov. 3. The class runs from 10 a.m. to noon at 
128 NW 150th Lane in Mindenmines.

For detailed information on any of these activities, please visit mostateparks.com/events.

For more information on state parks and historic sites, 
visit mostateparks.com. Missouri State Parks is a division of the 
Missouri Department of Natural Resources.

mailto:james.presley@diventures.com
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vbW9zdGF0ZXBhcmtzLmNvbS9ldmVudHMiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMxMDI3Ljg0NzI1MDExIn0.dlxEBrJHmMCLKMafNK-UlEf04TaNSHWdwIdifV0kfp0/s/84297524/br/229102600723-l__;!!EErPFA7f--AJOw!GsdJgnkkWljq_nYvaeCMhtz6QPskBAd800k9v3dvImmcwAmT6ywAD_bDIMJYm_yKAbOKcnwgjlzF6rzzgAVHkRKeHX3Nin9gsW6tTp9M$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vbW9zdGF0ZXBhcmtzLmNvbS8iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMxMDI3Ljg0NzI1MDExIn0.ZVXjnpd9uh74FgdynMrsbdovjFP3JuOS9luXs3-ngqQ/s/84297524/br/229102600723-l__;!!EErPFA7f--AJOw!GsdJgnkkWljq_nYvaeCMhtz6QPskBAd800k9v3dvImmcwAmT6ywAD_bDIMJYm_yKAbOKcnwgjlzF6rzzgAVHkRKeHX3Nin9gsUIlaDqy$
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Storytelling at the campground 
amphitheater with stories about nature,history (Jesse James), folktales 

and scary stories. She brought 
her battery-operated ampand mic with a mic stand. Josie (camp personnel) turned 

on the amphitheater lights.Due to the age range of the audience, some stories were interactive. 



We are gathering any and all history of Missouri Storytelling, Inc. from the very beginning
in the mid 1980s to the present. We, the Board, are asking you to be a part of that history. Send a
memory and a take a moment to tell about you and MO-TELL!

Send any and all memories in writing to Perrin Stifel, 636 Elmwood Ave., St. Louis, MO
63119. Old-fashioned handwriting is fine. Or send an attachment (Word document) or email to
pstifelstl@earthlink.net or call Perrin at 314-413-2858 to set up a verbal interview with him or
another board member. Some of us like to write, others like to share verbally. Text is also fine!
Please consider the 5 W’s--Who, What, When, Where, Why--as you write a memory.
That will help us the most. Please send any old photos, programs, tickets, or MO-TELL Register
newsletters (printed only). We will compile this history for folks to read and reminisce.

Your current information is very important!
Name, address, phone, email
Here are some questions to jog a memory. The most important thing is to share a memory and
have fun with it!
Were you there when MO-TELL began? David Schlamb and I gathered at my home to propose a
state-wide organization. Ruthilde Kronberg was there from the start to support the idea of MO-
TELL. Lynn Rubright and Annette Harrison mentored many of us. We have the names of all the
charter members. There were 35 people included as Charter Members.
Were or are you an officer? 
Title – Years 
Were or are you on the board? Years
What was your first MO-TELL experience?
Did you attend any Workshop Weekends? Who was featured? Did you tell? They were at Cuivre
River State Park and Lake of the Ozarks State Park. Remember Nora Gilman? Jackie Torrence?
Richard Renner? Pleasant de Spain? Kevin Locke? Etc., etc.

What Missouri River Storytelling Festivals do you remember? Was it on the Goldenrod Showboat
or elsewhere in St. Charles? Do you remember the tent on the shore? Depot?
Most vivid memory ever
Funniest memory ever
An AHA! Memory
Tellabration: What year did you attend? Did you tell? Where? At one of the churches?
Did you ever tell at one of the Missouri State Park Storytelling Series events? Or attend and hear
someone tell for the first time?
Above all, we want to hear from you…

 Thanks, Perrin and the MO-TELL board.





Story Swap (Hybrid)

Thu, Nov 16 2023 6:30pm - 8:00pm Story Center Programming Room Story 
Center Event Registration Required
This open-mic storytelling event is open to anyone! Put your name in the hat 
for a chance to share a seven-minute story, or just come to enjoy the show.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW
Performance Showcase and Masterclass (Zoom)

Mon, Nov 20 2023 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
Bring your best seven-minute story to perform and get feedback from expert 
storyteller Angela J. Williams. This class is part of the Oral Storytelling 
Certification Program.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW

https://www.mymcpl.org/events/90268/story-swap-hybrid
https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/story-center
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/90268/story-swap-hybrid
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D90268
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/90269/performance-showcase-and-masterclass-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/90269/performance-showcase-and-masterclass-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D90269




MO-TELL will hold the
 Annual Membership meeting in January 

(date to be determined) on Zoom this year. 
 Look for the notice 

in the December newsletter.  
In the meantime, anyone interested 
in joining the board in any capacity 

should contact
 Joyce Slater, joyceslater20@gmail.com.  

You can run for a position or join at 
large.  We are open to new members.

mailto:joyceslater20@gmail.com


Normally, we’d say “don’t look down” but, in this 
instance, the details for membership are below. 



Membership dues
Fiscal year, February 1-January 31

Membership Annual dues                               comes with

Single membership 1 year $25                         MO-Tell Prestige

Single membership 2 years $40                                               MO-Tell Prestige

Family membership 1 year $35                                              Family-wide 
                                Mo-tELL Prestige

Family membership 2 years $50                                        Twice as much of 
                                   the same!!

Lifetime membership -60 $250                         Logo Bag plus
                                                                                                 Member’s choice of one:

                            (Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Lifetime membership 60+     $200                          Logo Bag plus
                                                  Member’s choice of one:

                                                                                  (Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Send check payable to:

MO-TELL c/o Jackie Wright, PO Box 28994, St. Louis, MO 63132-8994

  Olivette Branch Post Office,  9621 Olive Blvd. 63132-9998.  

The Benefits You receive for your active Membership:

1. Missouri State Parks storytelling opportunities for the future
2. Missouri Liar’s contest
3. Web site presence for storytellers
4. Monthly storytelling programs
5. Loads of Merch (hats, caps, cups, mugs, bags, and whatnot!)
6. National Storytelling Network affiliation
7. A World Class newsletter (Huzzah!)
8. Annual membership meeting (and a voice therein!)
9. Connection to the other storytelling organizations in the region 



Two Goats, frisking gayly on the rocky steeps of
a mountain valley, chanced to meet, one on each side
of a deep chasm through which poured a mighty
mountain torrent. The trunk of a fallen tree formed
the only means of crossing the chasm, and on this not
even two squirrels could have passed each other in
safety. The narrow path would have made the bravest
tremble. Not so our Goats. Their pride would not
permit either to stand aside for the other.
One set her foot on the log. The other did
likewise. In the middle they met horn to horn.
Neither would give way, and so they both fell, to be
swept away by the roaring torrent below.

It is better to yield than to come to misfortune through
stubbornness.



Missouri Storytelling, Inc (MO-TELL) is an organization of 
storytellers and other interested persons dedicated to 

spreading the joy and art of storytelling throughout Missouri. 

We envision that every Missourian will hear and 
share stories and keep the oral tradition alive. 
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