
Hello my friends,

Thanksgiving Day may have passed but we continue 
to be thankful everyday for all we have and all we 
are and all we hope to be. Our bellies were filled 
and hopefully our hearts were also. There were lots 
of stories at our Thanksgiving feast and lots of hugs 
were shared. I hope you were blessed this 
Thanksgiving Day with stories and hugs as well.

Now we are into the other holiday festivities. There 
are so many holidays this time of year. They are 
holidays that are full of light and joy. Think of the 
holiday you celebrate. It could be Christmas, 
Hanukkah, Diwali, Advent, Posada, or Kwanzaa. (I 
am sure there are many more.) They are all 
signified with the light from candles. They are all 
lights in the darkness of winter. What holidays do 
you celebrate with family and friends? What are the 
stories behind them? Tell them, teach them and 
share them with the world.

If you can join us on December 11 at 10 am, MO-
TELL has a special gift this year for storytellers 
and would be storytellers. There will be a workshop 
with Judy Sima on creating your historical story.

I am so grateful for all of you.

As always,

Joyce Slater, President of MO-TELL

“People think that stories are 
shaped by people. In fact it’s the 
other way

around.”

—Terry Pratchett
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Are you a teller? A listener? A supporter? 
An enthusiast? A true Believer in this art?
If you foresee a future for storytelling, come and 

support the newest generation of tellers!
 

It’s a fine night out for you & all your friends!





Nuthin’ kin stop me now!

Slate of Officers: 
Joyce Slater, President 
Sue Hinkel, Treasurer
Linda Kuntz, Secretary 
Jim “Two Crows” Wallen and Gary Kuntz, at large
& Perrin Stifel, Emeritus.  

If anyone is interested in running for office, please contact 
Joyce Slater, joyceslater20@gmail.com. 

mailto:joyceslater20@gmail.com


October 24th, 1901

Annie Edson Taylor, an 
American schoolteacher, 
celebrated her 63rd birthday by hurtling over the Niagara Falls in a barrel. 

Imagine the level of dedication and commitment it took to be pushed away from the safe 
shores of the niagara river 
toward the watery, silent 
precipice into the roaring falls. 

She made her decision. 
She stuck with it in the bobbing, dark confines of a sealed 
barrel.

She was the very first person to ever survive the experience. 

Fame was hers (sadly, fortune didn’t quite follow.)

Let us all admire Taylor’s 
ability to commit to a cause in which she believed. 

Yes, let us all dwell with 
admiration for a long, dwelling, admiring moment…

 And now, quite deliberately, a short message       

from our president about a much easier 

commitment: 

We miss seeing you in person.  Even though we are unable to gather in person, we have enjoyed storytelling opportunities virtually.  We hope you will consider renewing your membership with us.  Some of the benefits offered to our members are as follows?  

1.     Missouri State Parks storytelling opportunities for the future2.     Missouri Liar's contest
3.     Web site presence for storytellers
4.     Monthly storytelling programs
5.     National Storytelling Network affiliation 
6.     A World Class newsletter
7.     Annual membership meeting
8.   Connection to the other storytelling organizations in the regionThis year we are also offering a MO-TELL bag for all new and renewed memberships. Soon we will have long sleeved t-shirts, hats and bags for sale.

For your consideration



Membership dues and Gifts
Fiscal year, February 1-January 31

Membership Annual dues                               Gifts

Single membership 1 year $25                          Logo Bag (1)

Single membership 2 years $40                                               Logo Bag (2)

Family membership 1 year $35                                              Logo Bag (1)

Family membership 2 years $50                                        Logo Bag (2)

Lifetime membership -60 $250                         Logo Bag plus
                                                                                                 Member’s choice of one:

                            (Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Lifetime membership 60+     $200                          Logo Bag plus
                                                  Member’s choice of one:

                                                                                  (Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Send check payable to:

MO-Tell
c/o
Sue Hinkel
2236 Highway N
Pacific, MO 63069

Or pay via MO-TELL’s PayPal account: suehinkel1@gmail.com

The Benefits You receive for your active Membership:

1. Missouri State Parks storytelling opportunities for the future
2. Missouri Liar’s contest
3. Web site presence for storytellers
4. Monthly storytelling programs
5. Loads of Merch (hats, caps, cups, mugs, bags, and whatnot!)
6. National Storytelling Network affiliation
7. A World Class newsletter (Huzzah!)
8. Annual membership meeting (and a voice therein!)
9. Connection to the other storytelling organizations in the region 

This year we are also offering:
a MO-TELL Logo bag for all new and renewed memberships, you lucky lucksters, you!

January-Annual membership meeting

February-June, August-December- Monthly programs

July-The Annual Missouri State Liar’s Contest



        The first thing I ever recall that influenced 
me to do storytelling was when my dad used to 
tell me stories about liars contests they used to 
have decades ago.  That got me thinking about 
how cool that must’ve been when people would 
have a contest to see who is the best liar.

Years later, when I was finishing up my practicum in elementary education I saw 
a couple storytellers put on a presentation and that was the first time in my life I 
ever felt like I was witnessing something that I absolutely should be doing.  Of 
course, I ended up doing other things for my livelihood either out of obligation or 
convenience.  But, it’s storytelling I feel is a much better fit for me.
        About 10 or 12 years ago I started into a new career pursuit and gave it a go 
but then I put it on the back burner out of financial obligations.
        The person who influenced the most in the storytelling world is Sue Hinkel. 
If it weren’t for her I never would have really explored it very much. I still 
haven’t fulfilled my potential however what I have done so far is largely due to 
her prodding.  She’s the best cheerleader anyone could ever want to have in 
storytelling.
        I don’t know if I have a favorite holiday but it would probably be Christmas. 
and if I had to choose where to go on vacation it would always be the mountains 
of Colorado.
        My favorite kinds of stories are southern tall tales and nonsense stories. I 
hold a special place in my heart for irreverent stories told by puppets, of all 
things!

P.S. Lee was one of out featured tellers for Mo-Tell’s 2021 Tellabration. (Ironically, Sue 
Hinkel was featured that night too!)



This wonderful workshop offers a step-by-step process to create a story behind the facts from the life of a 
famous person, a relative, or anyone you want to tell a story about, including personal stories.

It’s a free offer! Don’t mIss this!

  
Registration Link

 https://us02web.zoom.us/
meeting/register/

tZAvfumvpzkuG9Nip2h5Q
EMsBMvXvXnOp9p0

For information contact 
Joyce Slater, 
816-804-2442

Prior to the workshop, participants should complete the following:

• Read a biography of an important person in History  
• Keep a journal of interesting and important facts, events, names, places, dates

 Include:  
• Events that changed his or her life 
• Accomplishments he or she would be proud of 
• Times he or she overcame great difficulties 
• A time when he or she got into trouble 
• A memorable event in his or her childhood 
• An event in his or her life that most people don’t know about 
• An event in his or her life that changed history 
•

 Pick one event to write or tell about - as if you were that person in history 
• List 3 or more Facts you want to include in my story 
• What dates, places, names do I need to include? 
• What happened before the event? 
• What happened during event itself? 
• What happened after the event? 
• What do I need to know more about? 

Participants will need a pencil, a piece of blank copy paper and crayons or colored pencils.

Judy Sima is one of Michigan’s favorite storytellers. She has been featured at conferences 
and festivals, schools, and libraries throughout Michigan and across the country.  A 
retired middle school librarian, Judy has been entertaining audiences since 1983. Judy has 
introduced many young people and adults to the art of storytelling. For seventeen years, 
Judy coached a middle school student storytelling troupe resulting in her award-winning 
book, Raising Voices: Creating Youth Storytelling Groups and Troupes. According to the 
National Storytelling Network, Judy is considered to be “The Pied Piper of Storytelling in 
Metro Detroit,” some call her the “Fairy Godmother of Storytelling” as she continually 
helps and encourages beginning and experienced storytellers to improve their craft. She is 
the recipient of two National Storytelling Network Oracle Awards for “Service and 
Leadership” as well as “Distinguished National Service.” Judy is the current president of 
the Detroit Story League and the editor of “MI Story,” the only electronic calendar listing 
public storytelling events in Michigan, now featuring virtual storytelling events across 
the nation. Contact Judy@JudySima.com to subscribe or to list your event. The Calendar 
is free and the listings are free. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAvfumvpzkuG9Nip2h5QEMsBMvXvXnOp9p0
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAvfumvpzkuG9Nip2h5QEMsBMvXvXnOp9p0
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAvfumvpzkuG9Nip2h5QEMsBMvXvXnOp9p0
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAvfumvpzkuG9Nip2h5QEMsBMvXvXnOp9p0
mailto:Judy@JudySima.com


Magnet 
here

Magnet 
here

Stories, Gatherings, and Story Gatherings 
around our fair state. 

Gateway Storytellers will meet on 
December 21st at 7:00 on Zoom 
for our “Holiday Gala” . With a 
surprise storyteller. 

RAPS Meetings for December 
2021 for MO-TELL Newsletter.
Thursday December 2, 2021 7:00 pm – 
First Thursday Meeting
If all goes well, RAPS first hybrid 
meeting
(In person AND on Zoom)

 
Saturday December 11, 2021, 2:00 pm – 
Second Saturday Meeting
Featured Teller: Linda Kuntz
Story Theme: The Smallest Package.
 
Saturday December 25, 2021
Meeting Cancelled for Christmas
 
Thursday January 6, 2022 7:00 pm – First 
Thursday Meeting
 
If not on RAPS Mailing List,
Contact: RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com for 
additional info and Zoom links.

 
A major meeting change in 2021.
On Dec 2nd (first Thursday) the meeting will be live and 
in-person.  It will be held at the Trailside Center located at 
9901 Holmes, Kansas City, MO 64131 from 7:00-9:00 
pm.  This will be a hybrid meeting, live with a virtual 
component.  Which means those that feel comfortable 
meeting in person can come to the Trailside Center and 
those that don’t, or those that live farther away (Omaha, 
Tulsa, St. Louis, etc.) can still attend virtually via Zoom as 
we have done for the past 21 months.  Traditionally this 
was a holiday party with food and a gift exchange but 
because of potential concerns with meeting live and the 
virtual component the holiday party portion is 
cancelled.  In place of the gift exchange RAPS is again 
collecting warm fuzzies (hats, gloves, socks, scarves, 
etc.) and money for donation, as we did last year.  This 
year the charity selected is Catholic Charities.  Bring the 
warm fuzzies to the meeting or mail them and any checks 
to:
 
RAPS Treasurer
840 NW North Ridge Court
Blue Spring, MO 64015
 
Or, you can donate via PayPal - Link to pay 
RAPS: www.PayPal.me/RAPS4Stories  
 
The 2nd Saturday meetings in November and December 
will continue to be virtual only meetings via zoom.
 
2022
“the times they are a changing”.  That is what members of 
RAPS can look forward to in 2022.
 
Starting in Jan 2022 RAPS is changing the number of 
meetings a month from the current three down to two 
meetings a month:
·      1st Thursday of the month, 7:00-8:30 pm (hybrid 
meeting as in December)
·      3rd Saturday of the month, 10:30 am – noon 
(hybrid meeting, in-person at the Woodneath 
Library with a virtual component)
(No 3rd Sat meeting in January due to Chicken Festival)
 
More information about the planned 2022 meetings and 
events will come in a separate email. 

mailto:RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com
http://www.paypal.me/RAPS4Stories


Resources for Storytellers (ZOOM)

Mon, Nov 29 2021 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
It takes various tools to become a seasoned storyteller, including books, websites, organizations, 
and more.

Storytelling Certificate Celebration: Oral Storytelling (ZOOM)

Sat, Dec 4 2021 10:30am - 12:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
Storytelling Certificate Celebration: Oral Storytelling Join The Story Center and Metropolitan 
Community College as we recognize the participants that have earned their certificate.
 
Story Swap (ZOOM)

Thu, Dec 16 2021 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
An open-mic storytelling event that's open to anyone! Put your name in the hat for a chance to 
share a seven-minute story, or just come to enjoy the show.

Performance Basics (ZOOM)

Mon, Jan 10 2022 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
In this interactive workshop, discover how to unleash your potential and connect with your 
audience. Attendees will practice vocal projection, movement, pacing, and tips for combating stage 
fright.

Story Swap (ZOOM)

Thu, Jan 20 2022 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
An open-mic storytelling event that's open to anyone! Put your name in the hat for a chance to 
share a seven-minute story, or just come to enjoy the show.

Storycrafting Fundamentals Part One (ZOOM) (L Packer)

Wed, Jan 26 2022 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
Writer and storyteller Laura Packer explores character development, story structure, point of view, 
understanding your audience, and other story crafting techniques.

Storycrafting Fundamentals Part Two (ZOOM) (L Packer)

Thu, Jan 27 2022 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
Writer and storyteller Laura Packer explores character development, story structure, point of view, 
understanding your audience, and other story crafting techniques.

https://www.mymcpl.org/events/71195/resources-storytellers-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/71218/storytelling-certificate-celebration-oral-storytelling-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/71118/story-swap-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/71253/performance-basics-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/71121/story-swap-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/71122/storycrafting-fundamentals-part-one-zoom-l-packer
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/71123/storycrafting-fundamentals-part-two-zoom-l-packer


October 6 
The Story Teller Hallowfest was held at Knob Noster State Park with Jim Two Crows Wallen.  This was a 
family event with not so scary stories for the little ones and ending with scary stories for the adults. Jim 
told Thundermaker and Other Scary Stories. Not so scary stories for the young and family break and 
then stories for teenagers and adults.30-40 were in attendance.
2nd State Park event.

October 23
Gary and Linda Kuntz told Spooky and Scary Tales at the annual Wakonda State Park Spooktacular  It was 
held in the Boulder Lake Campground. The
event featured Campsite Decorating, Trick or Treating, Face Painting, Haunted Trail, S’mores,and Storytelling.
Storytelling was by a firepit and tables were provided for seating. We began telling spookystories at 5 pm to 
the younger children, then told scary stories at 6 pm, ending at 7 pm.
Estimated attendance for storytelling was 80-100 children, adults and seniors. 

October 16
Raelene Crotser was the storyteller.  She did a program entitled Ozark Folklore and Family Stories at 
Onondaga State Park.  There were 39 attendees and one dog (who was a very good boy! Yes, he was!).  They liked 
the storytelling so much they asked if she could come back.  



Take a moment to sketch your favorite holiday scene.



The Worry Bundles
adapted from an old Jewish Folktale

with permission from Annette Harrison, Master Storyteller

        A woodcutter thought he had all the worries in the world.  
He was miserable.  He felt he had more troubles than he could 
bear.  One day, on his way to cut wood, he met on old woman.  
He told her about his worries.  She listened carefully and told him 
she could help him.
        The old woman took him to a large cave full of sacks and 
told him these were the worry bundles of all the villagers.  Some 
bundles were rather small and others quite large.  “You may look 
in each sack and exchange your worry bundle for any of the others, 
but choose wisely.” she told him.
        The woodcutter was overjoyed and relieved. He spent a 
good deal of time examining the worry bundles of the other 
villagers.  At the end of the day he started to leave the cave with his 
own because he realized that everyone in the village had worries 
and troubles and he was no worse off than anyone else. The 
woman said, “Don’t forget your blessing bundle. Everyone has one 
but often they forget."
        He found his own and saw all his blessings: his family, his 
work, his friends, his animals, and much more.
        The man went home feeling good. Sometimes he 
complained a bit, but he was never miserable again.





River and Prairie Storyweavers (RAPS)
Dues: $25 per year for Individual ($35 per year for 
Family - any number)

Membership gives you access to a 
supportive audience for gaining storytelling 
experience, and makes you part of a group of really 
nice storytelling supporters. Requests to RAPS for 
storytellers are only shared with RAPS Members. 
Membership also gives you the opportunity to serve 
on the RAPS board and set the direction of future 
RAPS endeavors.

Contact: RAPS.secretary@gmail.com
Mail dues to: RAPS Treasurer
c/o Alice Nathan
840 NW North Ridge Ct.
Blue Springs, MO  64015
Website: https://
www.riverandprairiestoryweavers.org/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
raps.storyweavers

Meeting times: 1st Thursday of each month - 7:00 pm
2nd Saturday of each month - 2:00 pm

Website: gatewaystorytellers.wordpress.com

Membership, February 1- January 31
Annual dues-$25

Send to: 
Robert Jensen, 
3413 Rand Ln., 
Belleville, IL 62226

rmjensen1016@gmail.com

Monthly meeting-Third Tuesday of each month, 7:00 PM
Bi-monthly mini workshops and feature teller slots
Membership includes participating in and telling on our monthly Story Slams

mailto:RAPS.secretary@gmail.com
https://www.riverandprairiestoryweavers.org/
https://www.riverandprairiestoryweavers.org/
https://www.facebook.com/raps.storyweavers
https://www.facebook.com/raps.storyweavers


  • April 10: Earth Up (Weekend: Workshops, 

Performances, Slam, Fringe, Master Class, Social 

Time, Panel Discussions, Showcases & Kid School 

Program) Applications open January 2021

• May 15: Caught in a Bind (Slam + Fringe) 

• June 12: Amplify (Slam + Fringe) 

• July 21-25, 2021 NSN’s  ‘Connected’ Virtual 

Conference & Festival - Mark your calendars 

now! Applications coming soon.  

• August 21 - Hot (Slam + Fringe) 

• September 18 - Schooled (Slam + Fringe) 

• October 22-24 - Spooked (Weekend)

• November 13 - Stuffing (Slam + Fringe)

• December 11 - Light (Slam + Fringe + Family Show)



Missouri Storytelling, Inc (MO-TELL) is an organization of 
storytellers and other interested persons dedicated to 

spreading the joy and art of storytelling throughout Missouri. 

We envision that every Missourian will hear and 
share stories and keep the oral tradition alive. 
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