“Sometime reality
is too complex,
Stories give it
form.”
- Jean Luc Godard

Hello my friends,
Stories heal us. Last month we lost our
only son. He died suddenly and we are
still in shock, but the thing that holds
us together are the stories of his life.
Stories and prayers and good thoughts
are helping us get through this.
We, as storytellers, realize how
important this is. Part of our individual
mission is to help the world come to
this same realization.
I am in communication with the
Missouri State Parks. They will once
again bring storytelling to the
campgrounds, perhaps even this Fall.
They know that stories bring people
together.
Keep telling stories and I hope to see
you soon at the Liar’s Contest.
Joyce Slater
President, MO-TELL

And here they come, folks! The lying liars and the lies that they lie with!
Spoken Word Category:
Rich White
Gary Kuntz
Roger Rose
Carole Shelton
Ron Stewart

Written Category:
Carol Kariotis
Joe Bubenik
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85490883828?
pwd=ZDI0NHZqTTVYSG94dVNhTHd2WlBHZz09
Meeting ID: 854 9088 3828
Passcode: 804139

To whet your appetite, MO-Tell is offering a workshop!
Workshop: Tall Tales, Truths, and Lies

Traditional American tall tales were told around campfires to explain the unknown. People
were heading west and meeting up with creatures and people they had never seen before. They
made their heroes bigger than life with adventures that were far from the truth. You might even
say they lied. In this workshop we will explore a traditional tall tale and then create one of our
own. What people in your own lives are your heroes and heroines? You will receive the tools to
create a tale about that hero or heroine that is believable and fantastic.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81456358007
pwd=Nnd6eVZMa3EwdFVlTWRlOXViMGp2QT09

Ages 8 through adults

Meeting ID: 814 5635 8007
Passcode: 557415
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wAnna save some dough?
It’s a sale! Caps, t-Shirts, Mugs are all
Only $15 for a limited time.
July 7 - 14! Don’t delay! Get ‘em now!

Marsha was born and raised in Baden, a neighborhood
in north St. Louis. After graduating from Beaumont
High School, she received her degree in nursing from
the St. Luke’s School of Nursing on Delmar. She
worked at Children’s Hospital in St. Louis and
Milwaukee.
Marsha and her family moved to Germany
during the late 1960’s as her husband was a doctor in
the U.S. Army. They loved the stint there but were
happy to live in St. Petersburg and Tarpon Springs,
Florida for many years afterward, and enjoyed
FLORIDA weather. She moved to the mountains of
Georgia and currently lives in Mt. Juliet, Tennessee.
She loves to knit and quilt and has taught both skills in shops and is even teaching
a 10 year old neighbor. She has given quilts and prayer shawls to veterans, church
friends, family members, and many others, especially to those in need. As she knits
or quilts she thinks of that person’s story as she works on hundreds and hundreds of
items.
Yes, Marsha joined Mo-Tell as Perrin, her brother, twisted her arm. She has
attended the Corn Island Storytelling Festival in Louisville and the Festival in
Jonesborough, Tennessee, and is a great listener. Her favorite storytelling
experience was at a Mo-Tell workshop weekend in Cuivre River State Park. There
she introduced Chuck Mellendorf (her fiancé) to the family. She enjoyed hearing
tellers and most of all Lynn Rubright’s workshop on family stories. Everyone was
encouraged to tell a story to the person on their left and tell a story they had not
told. She and everyone loved Chuck’s story. And here it is!
“It was 1934, and I was 10 years old at the time. We were extremely poor and
lived in Streator, Illinois. Life was tough, and new clothes were unheard of. We
could not afford them.
"One day, I ran to the outhouse and was in there by myself. After finishing
my business, I quickly jumped up from the seat and my two feet hit the floor hard.
Hard enough to go right through the rotted boards and I landed knee-deep in ….
you guessed it, the bottom! I screamed so loud that my mother ran into the
outhouse, and at first she couldn’t find me. I was hanging onto the floor boards for
dear life. She grabbed my hands and pulled me out of the muck. She said, ‘We are
too poor to throw clothes away, but we are going to bury these!' And she did!"
Marsha still thanks Lynn Rubright for the family workshop and that memory
of storytelling she will never forget, and she appreciates the opportunity to keep
storytelling alive in the state of Missouri through MO-TELL.
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Stories, Gatherings, and Story Gatherings
around our fair state.

July 20 th , 2021
7:00-8:30 P.M.
hosted by Ric Vice
Topic: Gateway Storytellers
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/98637661698?
pwd=V3E1RmV4d2xMNEpXK0FxZklnW
EhFUT09
Meeting ID: 986 3766 1698
Passcode: gateway

August 5 (1st Thu) 7:00-9:00pm
Meeting Theme - SUMMER INDOOR PICNIC - This will
be a hybrid meeting, live at the Trailside Center and also via
Zoom
Bring a dish to share, RAPS will provide the plates, napkins,
and plasticware
Election of Officers - three (3) officer positions are up for
election this year: Asst. Director, Membership, and
Treasurer. Per the by-lays RAPS must publish a slate of
candidates a month before the election. They are:
Assistant Director - Christine Henderson
Membership Chair - Ron Stewart
Treasurer
- Alice Nathan
Additional nominations can come from the members up
through the start of the election on Aug 6.
Open Storytelling
August 14 (Sat) 2:00-4:00pm
Meeting Theme - "Back to School"
Teller Spotlight on Linda Kuntz
Open Storytelling
August 28 (4th Sat) 10:00am-Noon - no meeting theme,
workshops, or featured teller; Open Storytelling

July 1 (1st Thu) 7:00-9:00pm.
Meeting Theme - "It was a Hot and
Steamy..."
Workshop - Putting Your Story into a
Written Format by Alice Nathan
Open Storytelling
July 17 (3rd Sat) 2:00-4:00pm - the 2nd Sat
meeting was rescheduled to the 17th
because of the MO-TELL Liars Contest on
the 10th.
Meeting Theme - "Running Through the
Sprinkler"
Teller Spotlight on Ric Vice
Open Storytelling
July 24 (4th Sat) 10:00am-Noon - no
meeting theme, workshops, or featured teller
Open Storytelling
July 24 Special RAPS Show 7-8:30pm Fairy Tales for Adults - register via
eventbrite

Additional Storytelling Meetings
Gateway Storytellers Meeting on the 3rd Tue of each
e month 7:00-8:30pm. Contact Ric Vice
at ricvice@att.net for more information
MO-TELL - Liars Contest - on July 10 2:00-4:00pm.
Go to www.mo-tell.org for more information
NSN Conference - Connected - on July 21-25. Go
to www.storynet.org for more information
MO-TELL Program - How I Came to Missouri - on Aug
10
NSN Program - Hot

Woodneath Library Center
8900 NE Flintlock Road
Kansas City, MO 64157
816.883.4780
sthompson@mymcpl.org
mystorycenter.org

State of Stories: Storycoaching with Joyce Slater (ZOOM)
Thu, Jul 8 2021 6:30pm - 7:30pm Central Story Center Event Virtual
Event
Join professional storyteller Joyce Slater for a storycoaching
workshop focused on historical oral storytelling.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW

Starting to Tell Stories (ZOOM)

Mon, Jul 12 2021 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual
Event
You have a great story to tell, and the Library wants to help you tell it!
With a focus on personal storytelling, learn tips and tricks from
storyteller Fran Stallings.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW

Story Swap (ZOOM)

Thu, Jul 15 2021 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual
Event
An open-mic storytelling event that's open to anyone! Put your name
in the hat for a chance to share a seven-minute story, or just come to
enjoy the show.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW

Performance Basics (Judy England-McCarthy)(ZOOM)

Tue, Jul 27 2021 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual
Event
Use storytelling as a fun learning tool to engage the minds and hearts
of your listeners. This workshop will help people to focus on a theme,
create small touchstones to use as tools.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW

Roger Rose's wife, Sheila, passed away suddenly on June 24. She was 89 years old. Roger and Sheila had
been married for 66 years. Sheila was a registered nurse and, before her retirement in 2001 was a labor
and delivery nurse and labor monatrice. Her obituary may be found on boppchapel.com.

Kyle Slater, September 18, 1975-June 14, 2021
Kyle Slater, son of Joyce and Bob Slater and husband of Dawn Slater, died suddenly on June 14th . He
was 45 years of age. He had 3 children and 6 grandchildren.
Kyle’s nickname was Smile. It rhymed with Kyle and he like that. He was always there with smile and a
helping hand. He could fix most things and carried his tools in his car in case he found someone in need.
He was a good mechanic. He loved fishing where he found joy and peace. He rarely brought a fish home
though. He hated to kill them. Catch and release was his game. He and his oldest grandson had a special
bond because of fishing.
We will miss his funny stories and his laughter. Words cannot express how much he is loved and how
much he will be missed.

National Storytelling Conference

Mark your calendars now for the next
Connected Virtual Conference & Festival: July 21-25, 2021.

Who Is the Greatest?
A long time ago a king wanted to find and honor
the greatest person among his people. Someone with
wealth was brought before him. A doctor who had cured
the king was brought into his presence. A judge came to
be acknowledged. Many others were considered, and the
task was more difficult than the king imagined.
Finally, an old woman was brought before the
king. “Who is this? What great things has she done?”
The king’s aide said, “Do you think all the others
are to be honored?’
“Yes," said the king.
“Then she is the greatest among them. She is their
teacher!”
The king bowed before the old woman and declared
her to be greatest among his people.

River and Prairie Storyweavers (RAPS)
Dues: $25 per year for Individual ($35 per year for
Family - any number)
Membership gives you access to a
supportive audience for gaining storytelling
experience, and makes you part of a group of really
nice storytelling supporters. Requests to RAPS for
storytellers are only shared with RAPS Members.
Membership also gives you the opportunity to serve
on the RAPS board and set the direction of future
RAPS endeavors.
Contact: RAPS.secretary@gmail.com
Mail dues to: RAPS Treasurer
c/o Alice Nathan
840 NW North Ridge Ct.
Blue Springs, MO 64015
Website: https://
www.riverandprairiestoryweavers.org/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
raps.storyweavers
Meeting times: 1st Thursday of each month - 7:00 pm
2nd Saturday of each month - 2:00 pm

Website: gatewaystorytellers.wordpress.com
Membership, February 1- January 31
Annual dues-$25
Send to:
Robert Jensen,
3413 Rand Ln.,
Belleville, IL 62226
rmjensen1016@gmail.com
Monthly meeting-Third Tuesday of each month, 7:00 PM
Bi-monthly mini workshops and feature teller slots
Membership includes participating in and telling on our monthly Story Slams

e
Here’s spac
d
for you an
pic!
Your SWAG

•

•
•
•
•
•

: Workshops,
April 10: Earth Up (Weekend
, Master Class, Social
Performances, Slam, Fringe
owcases & Kid School
Time, Panel Discussions, Sh
January 2021
Program) Applications open
lam + Fringe)
May 15: Caught in a Bind (S
inge)
June 12: Amplify (Slam + Fr
nnected’ Virtual
July 21-25, 2021 NSN’s ‘Co
rk your calendars
Ma
l
iva
st
Fe
&
ce
en
er
Conf
on.
now! Applications coming so
ge)
August 21 - Hot (Slam + Frin
(Slam + Fringe)
September 18 - Schooled

March 9, 7 pm
(BOARD MEMBERS TELL)

April 6, 7 pm
May 11, 7 pm
June 8, 7 pm
July 10
(Liar's Contest)

August 10, 7 pm

For

c
your

ion
t
a
r
e
d
onsi

October 24th, 1901
Annie Edson Taylor, an
American schoolteacher,
celebrated her 63rd birthday by
hurtling over the Niagara Falls
in a barrel.
Imagine the level of dedication
and commitment it took to be
pushed away from the safe
shores of the niagara river
toward the watery, silent
precipice into the roaring falls.
She made her decision.
She stuck with it in the bobbing,
dark confines of a sealed
barrel.
She was the very first person
to ever survive the experience.
Fame was hers (sadly, fortune
didn’t quite follow.)
Let us all admire Taylor’s
ability to commit to a cause in
which she believed.
Yes, let us all dwell with
admiration for a long, dwelling,
admiring moment…
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We miss seeing you in person. Even though we are unabl
e to gather in
person, we have enjoyed storytelling opportunities
virtually. We hope you
will consider renewing your membership with us. Some
of the benefits
offered to our members are as follows?
1.
Missouri State Parks storytelling opportunities for
the future
2.
Missouri Liar's contest
3.
Web site presence for storytellers
4.
Monthly storytelling programs
5.
National Storytelling Network affiliation
6.
A World Class newsletter
7.
Annual membership meeting
8. Connection to the other storytelling organizatio
ns in the region
This year we are also offering a MO-TELL bag for all
new and renewed
memberships. Soon we will have long sleeved t-shir
ts, hats and bags for
sale.

Membership dues and Gifts
Fiscal year, February 1-January 31
Membership

Annual dues

Gifts

Single membership 1 year

$25

Logo Bag (1)

Single membership 2 years

$40

Logo Bag (2)

Family membership 1 year

$35

Logo Bag (1)

Family membership 2 years

$50

Lifetime membership -60

$250

Logo Bag plus
Member’s choice of one:
(Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Lifetime membership 60+

$200

Logo Bag plus
Member’s choice of one:
(Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Logo Bag (2)

Send check payable to:
MO-Tell
c/o
Sue Hinkel
2236 Highway N
Pacific, MO 63069
Or pay via MO-TELL’s PayPal account: suehinkel1@gmail.com

The Benefits You receive for your active Membership:
1. Missouri State Parks storytelling opportunities for the future
2. Missouri Liar’s contest
3. Web site presence for storytellers
4. Monthly storytelling programs
5. Loads of Merch (hats, caps, cups, mugs, bags, and whatnot!)
6. National Storytelling Network affiliation
7. A World Class newsletter (Huzzah!)
8. Annual membership meeting (and a voice therein!)
9. Connection to the other storytelling organizations in the region

This year we are also offering:
a MO-TELL Logo bag for all new and renewed memberships, you lucky lucksters, you!
January-Annual membership meeting
February-June, August-December- Monthly programs
July-The Annual Missouri State Liar’s Contest

Missouri Storytelling, Inc (MO-TELL) is an organization of
storytellers and other interested persons dedicated to
spreading the joy and art of storytelling throughout Missouri.

We envision that every Missourian will hear and
share stories and keep the oral tradition alive.

President:

Joyce Slater, joyceslater20@gmail.com

Treasurer:

Sue Hinkel, suehinkel1@gmail.com, (Membership)

Secretary:

Linda Kuntz, iharilag@gmail.com

At Large:

Gary Kuntz, galirahi@aol.com
Jim “Two Crows” Wallen, jimtwocrows@att.net

Emeritus:

Perrin Stifel, pstifelstl@earthlink.net
www.mo-tell.org

Copyright © 2021 MO-TELL, All rights reserved
Volume 4, Newsletter 7
Our mailing address: 7338 Belleview Ave, Kansas City, MO 64114
Newsletter design by

Ken Wolfe - SurlyAardvark Productions

