“Things worth
telling - take
time”
― Nicholas
Denmon

March is the in-between month. It can’t
decide if it is Winter or if it is Spring. It
rocks back and forth and keeps us on our
toes. It is a month of anticipation.
I am anticipating all the storytelling
happening in March. There are storytelling
festivals all over the Region – Oklahoma,
Texas and Missouri, just to name a few. If
you want to listen to stories just check the
calendar. There may even be opportunities
for telling.
Next month, look for the announcement for
storytelling in the Missouri State Parks. I
will be sending out a notice to all
storytellers in the region. If you want to
throw your hat in the ring for the upcoming
season (Fall 2020/Spring 2021), respond to the
call for tellers with all the information
required. Our mission in MO-TELL, is to
spread storytelling all over the state.
What is your mission for storytelling? We
want to hear from you.

https://extension2.missouri.edu/programs/st-louis-storytelling-festival
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The 2020 Missouri State Liar’s Contest, sponsored by MO-Tell
(Missouri Storytelling) will take place at the Spencer Road Library
in St. Peters, MO, on July 11th, 2020.
Regional judges of honor and renown (at least in the hearts of their
mothers) will rank worthy contestants and you, too, in two arenas on
that day: Oral Storytelling (up to a ten minute story) and Written
Storytelling (up to 3,000 words).
Tellers from far & wide, from all corners of Missouri (and then
some), will clash in a cloud of contrivances to fight in a field of
fabrications, wielding whoppers! Join them in sanctioned deceit!
Compete for the kind of notoriety that flirts with the notorious!
Plus, earlier in the day veteran storytellers will offer FREE
workshops, open to ALL who love telling stories!

For details, submission regulations &
contest rules visit MO-TELL.org
Whether or not you intend to personally compete in either or both
of the contests, please be sure to attend on July 11th, 2020!
It’s one of the most creative storytelling events in our fair state and,
most importantly of all, we need witnesses.

Missouri Department of Natural Resources

Scott Joplin House State Historic Site
2658 Delmar St. Louis, Missouri 63103 (314)340-5790
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Artillery of Freedom: The Story of
Lt. Patrick H. Minor.
Bro. John' Anderson, s toryteller
Join motivational storyteller and cultural
historian-Bro. John as he portrays and shares the
story of
Lt. Patrick Henry Minor- one of the 1st, African
American, Civil War officers to lead for joining the
U.S. Army-as a freeman. Come hear his firsthand
experiences as commanding officer of the U.S.
Independent Colored Light Artillery, helping to
defeat Confederate forces. As, well as a black
troop leader with the 1st Kansas Colored
Volunteer Corps - 9 months before the famed 54th
Massachusetts engaged in their first battle.

Buffalo Soldiers: From Slave to Soldier
John Bruce, P
 resident 9th & 10th Cavalry Association
Two decorated army veterans and Buffalo Soldiers
cofounded what is today the 9th & 10th (Horse) Cavalry
Association on July 28, 1966. This national organization
was formed in the historic 18th and Vine Jazz District in
Kansas City. Today, after 52 years, it is the oldest such
chapter in the nation and is headed by its second
President, John Bruce, a veteran and a recipient of the
Bronze Star for Valor. Bruce is joined by two other
presenters, one a veteran and great-grandson of an
original Buffalo Soldier and one the daughter of the
cofounder of the national organization.

“Storytelling is our obligation to the
next generation. If all we are doing is
marketing, we are doing a disservice,
and not only to our profession, but to
our children, and their children. Give
something of meaning to your audience
by inspiring, engaging, and educating
them with story. Stop marketing. Start
storytelling.”
--Laura Holloway,
Founder & Chief of The Storyteller Agency

Rosie Best-Cutrer is a storyteller from Topeka, Kansas.
She started working in semi-professional theater with
the Dale Easton Players at Lake Perry then as a
costumer for the Topeka Recreational Department
Community Theater. From there she became an
elementary teacher for grades 1-3 and did that for 23
years. She was introduced to storytelling as a teacher
and with her background in theater she was intrigued.
While looking for other things to do with her life in
2000 she decided to start her own storytelling business.
Starting with summer-time jobs, then jobs throughout
the school year she finally made that transition from
teacher to storyteller.

www.rosiecutrer.com
One of her mentors and coaches is Priscilla Howe from Lawrence, Kansas. Her
favorite types of stories are folktales and historical stories. In addition to telling
stories she is also a musician, author, and soon to be playwright. She plays the
banjo in the claw hammer style and adds singing to her stories. She does Irish
storytelling programs and has performed at the Kansas City Irish Festival. She is
writing the script, and will then perform as the storyteller, for the ballet “The Book
of Kells” for the Storling Dance Theater which is part of the Culture House of
Olathe. The show is in the theater in Oak Park Mall in Overland Park, Kansas and
will run April 17-18, 2020.
Rosie has written a book titled, Read and Tell Stories for Parents, Grandparents, Aunts,
Uncles, and Other Loving Adults. Parkhurst and Brothers Publishing expect a spring
2020 release. She has also recorded four CDs. You can contact Rosie
at www.rosiecutrer.com or rcutrer50@gmail.com.

Missouri Storytelling, Inc. celebrates storytelling and Missouri history around the entire state of Missouri, with
members from all over the region. Our membership includes storytellers, listeners, and enthusiasts alike.
We are proud of the benefits we offer our members: Missouri State Parks Storytelling, the Missouri Liars’s
Contest, website presence for storytellers, National Storytelling Network affiliation, and a world class
newsletter replete with snazziness.
Our fiscal year runs from February 1st through January 31st. We’re glad to offer flexibility in memberships as
single or dual, the dues of which we collect annually or biennially by January 31st. (Ahem. Has it passed
without your dues?)
Whether you’re a…
• New member
• Current member whose 2019 dues are expiring
• Current member with dues expiring in 2020
• Former member with an eye to re-enlist
…we want to keep you as a member. We want to hear from you.
(Like it’d kill you to call every once in a while….)

STORYTELLERS OF THE OZARKS, SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI
March
March
March
March

11 and 12 – Tells at Gray Elementary School Library
15, Sunday, 2:00 p.m., Swap at Coryell Apt. Community Room
17, St. Patrick’s Day afternoon tell with Elfindale Seniors
31, Early childhood morning classes, McBride School

For more information, contact Nancy at 417-848-5859
storytellersoftheozarks@gmail.com

Riverwind Storytellers will meet and eat at Golden Corral,
1079 Collinsville Crossing,No
Collinsville
IL on Monday March 9 at 6:00 PM.
events listed

No events listed so far.

Thursday, March 5, 2020, 7:00 pm - RAPS Main Meeting
Workshop: Pro or No Panel Discussion –
How & Where to Tell as Amateur / How and When to go Pro
Story Theme: A Little Bit of Irish.
Trailside Center
Saturday, March 14, 2020, 2:00 pm - RAPS North Meeting
Story Theme: When Irish Eyes are Smiling
Woodneath Library Center / Storytime Barn
Saturday, March 28, 2020, 10:00 am - RAPS South Meeting
John Knox Village, Lakeside Grill meeting room
Thursday, April 2, 2020, 7:00 pm - RAPS Main Meeting
Workshop: Back to Basics: Upgrading Traditional Stories
to Make Them Your Own
Story Theme: Spring Fling.
Trailside Center
Contact: RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com for more information

Magnet
here

Magnet
here
Stories, Gatherings, and Story Gatherings
around our fair state.

Thursday, March 5, 2020, 7:00 pm - RAPS
Main
Meeting
January,

2020 Calendar

Workshop: Pro or No Panel Discussion –
How & Where to Tell as Amateur / How
and When to go Pro
Story Theme: A Little Bit of Irish.
Trailside Center
Saturday, March 14, 2020, 2:00 pm - RAPS
North Meeting
Story Theme: When Irish Eyes are Smiling
Woodneath Library Center / Storytime Barn

STORYTELLERS OF THE OZARKS,
SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI
March 11 and 12 – Tells at Gray
Elementary School Library
March 15, Sunday, 2:00 p.m., Swap at
Coryell Apt. Community Room
March 17, St. Patrick’s Day
afternoon tell with
Elfindale Seniors
March 31, Early childhood morning
classes, McBride School
For more information, contact
Nancy at 417-848-5859
storytellersoftheozarks@gmail.com

Saturday, March 28, 2020, 10:00 am RAPS South Meeting
John Knox Village, Lakeside Grill meeting
room
Thursday, April 2, 2020, 7:00 pm - RAPS
Main Meeting
Workshop: Back to Basics: Upgrading
Traditional Stories to Make Them Your Own

Riverwind Storytellers will meet and
eat at Golden Corral,
1079 Collinsville Crossing, Collinsville
IL on Monday March 9 at 6:00 PM.

Story Theme: Spring Fling.
Trailside Center
Contact: RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com for
more information

No events listed

Classes for Storytelling Certification!

Story Swap!
Thu, August 15, 2019 6:30pm - 8:30pm Woodneath Storytime Barn Story
• 3/4:
for Tellers
Center
Event Telling
Registration Required
An open-mic storytelling event that's open to anyone! Put your name in the
• for3/14:
RAPS
hat
a chance
to share a seven-minute story or just come to enjoy the
show.
• 3/19: Story Swap
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW

• 3/23: Just the Facts Ma'am
• 3/30: She Wore What?

Yellow ones count toward the
Oral Storytelling Certificate program.

Well, I don’t know about THAT…
But I heard that she read this far into
the newsletter and still hasn’t become a
member of MO-TELL!
Can you IMAGINE?
I mean to say…

You don’t say!
Well, I NEVER!

Better become a
member today.
Mildred’s just awful!

No matter how mythic.

No matter how human.

Serve on the Board of Directors?
Represent MO-TELL from other Missouri areas?
Coordinate, plan, and manage events?
Write grants? Help with accounting?
Contact any existing Board Member with your ideas.
Really. You’ve seen this page for months now.

James kicked at the rocks, picked them up and threw them to the side of the field
as he plowed his rocky field and grumbled, “It just isn’t fair! I love Maggie and she
loves me. How can I prove to her father that I can provide for her?”

One particular rock would not budge. James stopped and tugged with all his might.
Slowly, slowly the rock gave way and James carried it to the side of the field.
Looking into the hole, he was astounded to see the glint of gold. Kneeling in his
field he pulled seven wee bags of gold from the hole. He wondered how these bags
of gold had ended up in his field and who had hidden them there.
James took the bags of gold and used them to show Maggie’s father that he had the
means to support her as his wife. The Wedding Banns were posted. Finally, the
wedding day came.
Maggie looked as beautiful as the morning dew as the exchanged their vows. After
the wedding celebration, James took Maggie back to his farm.
Wedding or no wedding, farm animals still need to be fed and watered. James gave
Maggie a quick kiss, left her standing in the kitchen still wearing her wedding
finery, and headed out to the barn. As he neared the barn, James heard crying. He
wondered who would be out at this time of night and why they would be crying. He
held up his lantern and followed the sounds of weeping and wailing.
At the edge of his field, James saw a small wee woman sitting on a rock, crying,
twisting her handkerchief and wailing, “Gone, tis all gone! Where did it go?” James
approached her and asked what was wrong. The wee little woman exclaimed that
all her bags of gold were gone!
James admitted that he had found them in his field and took them. He did not
know that they belonged to her.
She brightened and asked for her bags of gold back. James admitted that he had
spent the gold fixing up the farm preparing to marry Maggie. The little old
wrinkled woman looked deep in thought. She asked James how many bags of gold
did you take? James answered her seven.
Then she smiled and said that it was all right, you can keep the gold. James could
not believe his good fortune. He thanked her, finished caring for the animals and
returned to the house. When he entered, he saw Maggie had changed clothes and
was fixing dinner with a child on her hip and a toddler playing on the floor. He
wondered who would ask them to babysit on their wedding night. Then he noticed
his friend Tom sitting at the table.
James called out to Maggie. Maggie turned and almost dropped the baby. “James!”
she exclaimed, “what happened to you and where have you been these last seven
years? We searched for you and thought you dead. When you didn’t return I married
Tom and these are our children.”
James explained what had happened with the bags of gold and the wee woman.
James and all his dreams were shattered. She had indeed given James seven bags
of gold, but she had taken seven years of his time.

Missouri Storytelling, Inc (MO-TELL) is an organization of
storytellers and other interested person dedicated to
spreading the joy and art of storytelling throughout Missouri.

We envision that every Missourian will hear and
share stories and keep the oral tradition alive.

President:

Joyce Slater, joyceslater20@gmail.com

Treasurer:

Sue Hinkel, shinkel@mail.win.org (Membership)

Secretary:

Linda Kuntz

At Large:

Gary Kuntz, galirahi@aol.com
Jim “Two Crows” Wallen, jimtwocrows@att.net

Emeritus:

Perrin Stifel, pstifelstl@earthlink.net
www.mo-tell.org
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