
“If a storyteller worried 
about the facts - my dear 
Lucian, how could he ever 
get at the truth?”

― Lloyd Alexander,  

          The Arkadians

Happy New Year,

As I look back on 2022, I am reminded of all the storytelling that took 
place online and in person with MO-TELL. We helped put storytellers in 
the Missouri State Parks, in person. A very successful Liars Contest was 
staged, also in person. We held several online events, including 
Tellabration! which was a collaboration with two other Missouri 
storytelling organizations, River and Prairie Storyweavers and Gateway. A 
fantastic newsletter was published monthly, for eleven out of the twelve 
months thanks to Ken Wolfe.

I want to thank the MO-TELL board for making my job so easy. Thank 
you to Perrin Stifel, founder of Missouri Storytelling Inc., Sue Hinkel, 
charter member and our Treasurer, Linda Kuntz, our Secretary, Gary 
Kuntz and Nancee Walker Micham, board members At Large.

Many thanks to Ken, who keeps our newsletter coming in such a brilliant 
fashion and to Hilary Kuntz, who takes care of our website and social 
media accounts.

I owe a great debt of gratitude to all our members, without whom we 
would have no reason to exist.

It has been, indeed, a year to remember. I look forward to 2023. The new 
year is full of unexpected stories, mine and yours. I will create new tales 
and recreate the old ones and I hope you will do the same. What a fun 
adventure!

Expect to hear from a new board member this year, Jackie Wright. You 
will earn more about that in the coming months. Please let us know how 
we can make MO-TELL better. We want to hear from you.

One of our focuses this year will be rebuilding our history, our story, 
from the beginning. We will renew our interest in the state parks and of 
course we will celebrate another Liars Contest.

January is the last month of the fiscal year for MO-TELL. We will have 
our Annual Membership Meeting on January 14, at 5 pm, in Nevada, MO. 
It will be in person. I hope to see you there.

Keep telling your stories and stay in touch. 

Joyce Slater

President of MO-TELL



2023 River and Prairie Storyweavers 30th Annual Chicken Festival at Nevada, MO 
Schedule 
Friday January 13, 2023 
1:00 to 2:45 pm Workshop “Creating a Spoken Word Event” at Cottey College Theatre 
  
3:00 to 4:45 pm Workshop “Creating Tall Tales” at Cottey College Theatre 
 
7:00 to 9:00 pm Community Storytelling Concert “Ghosts and Ghoulies” at the Cottey College Theatre, 
1000 W. Austin Blvd, Nevada, MO 64772.  
 
Saturday January 14, 2023 (at the hotel) 
8:00 to 9:00 am Registration/Membership/Donations 
   $30 for RAPS members, $55 for non-RAPS members, $15 Student 
9:00 to 10:30 am Chicken News and Chicken Stories 
   Chicken Socks Give-away  
   15-minute Music 
   15-minute Break 
10:30 to 12 noon Horsing Around and Other Animal Stories 
   15-minute Music 
   15-minute Break 
12 noon to 12:40 pm Lunch Catered by Domino’s Pizza 
   Pizza, Pasta, and Salad 
12:40 to 2:30 pm Auction 

3 Minute Humorous Stories  
   15-minute Music/Chicken Dance 
   15-minute Break 
2:30 to 4:00 pm Folk Tales and Fairytales 
   15-minute Music 
   15-minute Break 
4:00 to 5:00 pm MO-TELL Annual Membership Meeting 
5:00 to 7:00 pm Dinner on Your Own 
7:00 to 8:30 pm Stories Under Construction/Teller’s Choice 
   15-minute Break    (PIES from Janet Manson) 
8:30 to 10:00 pm Ghosts and Ghoulies/Longer Stories (up to 20 minutes) 
 

Sunday January 15, 2023 (at the hotel) 
9:00 to 11:45 am Teller’s Choice 

         15-minute Music 
         15-minute Break 
         Inspirational Stories  
         Let the Circle Be Unbroken 
 
                                                            River and Prairie Storyweavers          RAPS.events@gmail.com 

30th Annual Chicken Festival will 
be held at the Americas Best 
Value Inn and Suites 
2345 E. Marvel Road, Nevada, 
MO 64772      417-667-6777 
 
Call and make your room 
reservation by December 31, 
2022.    
 
Email RAPS.events@gmail.com 
to give us a head count for food 
by December 15, 2022 
 
PAY registration at the event 

 



storybeast.org/archive



Sarah Poff is an award-winning educator 
who, over the course of the past forty-plus 
years, has worked with 25 principals and 
taught over 10,000 students, ages two to 102, 
through her signature mixture of history, 
storytelling, art, culture, costumes, music, 
and dance. 

She has taught in public and private schools, 
in museums, in historical houses, in 
preschools, in public libraries, in basements, 
in dance studios, in parks, in churches, in 
hospitals, on kitchen tables, and even during 
a funeral!

Hobbies: historical researching, painting folk 
art, genealogy and going on adventures with 
her granddaughters.

Family: She is married to Alec Poff, her husband of 44 years. She has 
two adult children, John Poff and Mary Ellen Lohmann.  Plus, two icings 
on the cake of life, otherwise know as grandchildren. Their names are 
Annaleigh and Lydia. 

Sarah has a passion to keep history alive and believes this is the best 
way for her to do it. She has researched one of her Revolutionary 
ancestors.  His name is Henry Haynes.  When telling historical stories, she 
often brings her wooden Henry Haynes with her.  She tells the audience 
that Henry is watching her and reminding her of the mportance of telling 
historical stories.

Sarah used to stand at the knees of Grandmother Effie Thompson 
and listen to Grandmother’s fascinating stories about our ancestors.  She 
wanted to be like her grandmother and carry our stories to the next 
generations. She was an elementary art teacher for many years and 
storytelling worked very nicely in her classroom.  She found that it helped 
gain and keep the attention of her students.  They never knew when the 
next story would pop up.

 



Sarah thought it would be good to learn from other storytellers 
that have been telling longer than she had and knew more about 
Storytelling than she did.

Sarah has traveled all over the state of Missouri telling 
historical stories at museums, libraries, schools, Daughters of the 
American Revolution Chapters, Sons of the American Revolution 
Chapters, Children of the American Revolution Societies, churches, 
YMCAs, Colonial Dames and other organizations.  She has even told a 
few in Texas and Kansas.

Sarah says her Grandmother Effie Thompson who told family 
stories to her during childhood. Joyce Slater who helped her fine tune 
her storytelling and a lady who called herself Mother Nature.

She loves telling folks that she is nearly famous and then 
explaining why she feels that way!! You should see the looks they give 
her with that statement! Sarah’s favorite song is “What a Friend I have 
in Jesus.”

 Her favorite lavation was a genealogy trip to Louisville, MS. 
Sarah and her daughter stood with toothbrushes in hand and a bottle 
of bleach in tow in the middle of a graveyard on a hot Mississippi 
sunny day in August.  They were just out to do their duty! Their Civil 
War ancestors tombstones needed cleaning and they were there to 
make it happen. What a great moment that was, after the tombstones 
were cleaned enough to read their ancestor’s name.  The names were 
fully visual and ready to stand up to coming years of the 
weather.  Sarah says it was a thrill that hot sultry summer to walk 
where five generations of her family had walked, to research ancestors 
and find documents with their names on them in the local count 
house.  Sarah’s grandmother Effie had grown up there and now her 
daughter and she stood under the very trees that her grandmother had 
played under as little girl. Sarah said her heart was filled to the brim 
that vacation week.

Sarah Tucker Poff   M. Ed.

Multimedia-Storyteller.com

816-225-3824





Magnet 
here

Magnet 
here

Stories, Gatherings, and Story Gatherings 
around our fair state. 

Gateway, January 2023, 
Time: January 10, 2023, 7:00 pm Central Time
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81503148434?
pwd=Vm11bTI5bjdnekFHSENCd2ZNTGZF
QT09
Meeting ID: 81503148434
Passcode: gateway

Thursday January 5, 2023, 
7:00 pm First Thursday Meeting
Hybrid* meeting at Trailside Center AND on Zoom
Teller Spotlight: Jean Hatfield
Story Theme: “New Beginnings”
 
Friday January 13 – Sunday January 15, 2023
RAPS CHICKEN FESTIVAL
In-Person ONLY
            Americas Best Value Inn & Suites
            Nevada, MO
 
Saturday January 21, 2023, 10:30 am Third Sat. 
Meeting
Hybrid* meeting at Woodneath AND on Zoom
 
Thursday February 2, 2023, 7:00 pm First 
Thursday Meeting
Hybrid* meeting at Trailside Center AND on Zoom
Workshop: “Adding Humor to Your Story”
Story Theme: “What I Love About”
 
*Hybrid meetings will be held in-person at:
Trailside Center                      Woodneath Library Center 
99th & Holmes Rd.                  8900 NE Flintlock Road             
Kansas City, MO 64131         Kansas City, MO  64157
 
If not on RAPS Mailing List,
Contact: RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com for additional 
info and Zoom links.

Can You Spot the five 
differences between these 

two photos?

Answers under the woodneath schedule

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81503148434
mailto:RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com


Performance Basics (Zoom)

Wed, Jan 18 2023 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
In this interactive workshop, discover how to unleash your potential and connect 
with your audience from storyteller George Pettigrew.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW
Story Swap

Thu, Jan 19 2023 6:30pm - 8:00pm Story Center Programming Room Story 
Center Event Registration Required
This open-mic storytelling event is open to anyone! Put your name in the hat for 
a chance to share a seven-minute story, or just come to enjoy the show.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW
Storycrafting Fundamentals (Laura Packer ZOOM)

Thu, Jan 26 2023 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
Writer and storyteller Laura Packer explores character development, story 
structure, point of view, understanding your audience, and other story crafting 
techniques.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW

“Find Five Differences” Answer KEY:

The cabs have their headlights on
The man in black is humming
The vendor with the orange/white umbrella is selling kolaches
The pizza shop is closed
The bus has no air conditioning

Did You get them all?

https://www.mymcpl.org/events/79671/performance-basics-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/79671/performance-basics-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D79671
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/79672/story-swap
https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/story-center
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/79672/story-swap
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D79672
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/79674/storycrafting-fundamentals-laura-packer-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/79674/storycrafting-fundamentals-laura-packer-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D79674


Normally, we’d say “don’t look down” but, in this 
instance, the details for membership are below. 



Membership dues
Fiscal year, February 1-January 31

Membership Annual dues                               comes with

Single membership 1 year $25                         MO-Tell Prestige

Single membership 2 years $40                                               MO-Tell Prestige

Family membership 1 year $35                                              Family-wide 
                                Mo-tELL Prestige

Family membership 2 years $50                                        Twice as much of 
                                   the same!!

Lifetime membership -60 $250                         Logo Bag plus
                                                                                                 Member’s choice of one:

                            (Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Lifetime membership 60+     $200                          Logo Bag plus
                                                  Member’s choice of one:

                                                                                  (Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Send check payable to:

MO-Tell
c/o
Sue Hinkel
2236 Highway N
Pacific, MO 63069

Or pay via MO-TELL’s PayPal account: suehinkel1@gmail.com

The Benefits You receive for your active Membership:

1. Missouri State Parks storytelling opportunities for the future
2. Missouri Liar’s contest
3. Web site presence for storytellers
4. Monthly storytelling programs
5. Loads of Merch (hats, caps, cups, mugs, bags, and whatnot!)
6. National Storytelling Network affiliation
7. A World Class newsletter (Huzzah!)
8. Annual membership meeting (and a voice therein!)
9. Connection to the other storytelling organizations in the region 



Why do chickens try to escape?

She mislaid them.

Why couldn’t the hen find her eggs?

A broken drum, you can’t 
beat it! 

Why didn’t the chicken go to KFC?

See you at MY festival in 
January! I’ve got some 

new yokes for you!

Why did the police interrogate the egg?

Why did the cactus cross the road?

To make it crack.

What did the chicken say to all the 
storytellers on New Year’s Eve? 

It wasn’t on her 
bucket list.

They feel cooped up.

It was stuck to the 
chicken.



On a summer day when a general thirst, a lion and a 
Boar came at the same moment to a small well to 
drink. They fiercely disputed which of them should 
drink first, and were soon engaged in the agonies of a 
mortal combat. On their stopping on a sudden to take 
breath for the fiercer renewal of the strife, they saw 
some Vultures waiting in the distance to feast on the 
one which should fall first. They at once made up their 
quarrel, saying: "It is better for us to make friends, than 
to become the food of Crows or Vultures, as will 
certainly happen if we are disabled."

Those who strive are often watched by others who 
will take advantage of their defeat to benefit themselves.



Missouri Storytelling, Inc (MO-TELL) is an organization of 
storytellers and other interested persons dedicated to 

spreading the joy and art of storytelling throughout Missouri. 

We envision that every Missourian will hear and 
share stories and keep the oral tradition alive. 
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