
“The power of 
storytelling is exactly 
this: to bridge the gaps 
where everything else 
has crumbled.” 

       – Paulo Coelho

Hello my friends,

How are you all doing? I am swell. This season keeps 
me very busy. I have programs to do, taxes to mail and 
gardens to grow. It seems like I get busier and busier. It 
is so much fun.

The Liars Contest will be here before you know it. We 
have a few changes in the rules for this year. Members 
spoke to us about the rules, and we listened. The rules 
will be on the website, so take a look. The deadline is 
still June 1, 2023, for entries. Our event takes place on 
July 8, 2023, in Webster Groves, Missouri. We have 
scoped out a venue and found a great one. There will be 
a workshop again. This year we have engaged the 
wonderful workshop leader, Sherry Norfolk.

We will have lunch together and a story or two before 
the contest. Once again, there will be a silent auction 
and a book sale.

Come for the contest, the tales and to meet up with 
friends. It will be so good to see everyone face to face. 
Bring a story to tell at the swap.

Love to you all,

Joyce Slater

President of MO-TELL



storybeast.org/archive



How did you get involved in storytelling? 
There was a guy who lived down the street from 
me who was dressed up one day like Abraham 
Lincoln. I asked why he was dressed like that and 
he told me he was a storyteller. His name was 
Bert Minkin. I told him I was a percussionist and
asked if he had ever thought about adding 
percussion to his stories and characters. Bert 
thought that was a good idea so we started 
working together. He and I were doing a 
performance at a community center and Gladys 
and Truman Coggswell were in the audience and 
saw our performance. During the performance, I 
interacted with the children and my instruments 
on my own. Gladys liked what she saw and 
introduced herself.  As our friendship grew, she 
invited me to do a percussion workshop at her By 
Word-of-Mouth Storytelling Conference/Festival. 
That was around 1994.

Shortly after that, I began working with Gladys, Glynis Brooks, and January Kiefer. At that time, I 
played sitting down. I did not approach playing the instruments the way I do now. When my wife, 

Jackie, became a storyteller, I did not freelance anymore. She and I became Tales Told the “Wright” 
Way and we worked at developing our own style of storytelling. I add sound effects, color, and 
texture with a variety of percussion instruments as Jackie tells folktales and fables.

Why did you join MO-TELL? I joined MO-TELL to support storytelling in Missouri. I was on
the board years ago as Vice President. I recently became a lifetime member.

What are some of the things you like to do? Besides dining out and traveling, which I have not
done since March 2020, I enjoy playing creative improvised music. It gives me a chance to use my
imagination, create my ideas, be spontaneous, and release a lot of energy all at the same time.
My goal as a creative improvisational musician is to perform on a national level. In June of
2022, I joined Fred Tompkins, bass flute/C flute and Greg Mills, piano/melodica to create
free improvisational music. I have already recorded with Greg on an avant-garde CD entitled
“KUVUKA,” featuring Greg on piano and me on drum set. The Tompkins, Mills, Wright Trio just 
recorded one CD and another is due to be released soon. I am also working on a CD with musician 
Tory Starbuck.

What do you want people to know about you? I am a professional percussionist and puppeteer.
I taught percussion at the St. Louis Conservatory and Schools for the Arts for 23 years. I also
taught St. Louis Community College’s Applied Music students for 3 years. I have performed
with St. Louis Symphony musicians on various projects. I have also worked with world class
jazz musicians. I have been a teaching artist with “The Wright Rhythms for Small Hands”
workshops and residencies over 30 years with Young Audiences of St. Louis that is now
Springboard to Learning, a national organization that sends artists into the schools for
enrichment programs. I also play solo vibes or marimba for private parties and art exhibits.



Here’s two from Perrin:

This week we had Terminex come for our termite protection. No, we don’t have termites
protecting our home, we are trying to keep them away…. Well, Sean from Hannibal, MO 
comes for the installation of cylinders and he says that he’s from Hannibal. I said 
that’s quite a drive.

He agrees. I said, do you know Gladys Coggswell? He says yes and he also knows Angela
Williams. He loves them both. He said he’d moved them to Kansas City. (And now they’re 
back in Hannibal). Then he tells me that he was a foster child in Angela’s home growing 
up. Then he sent a video of me on my porch to Angela. She says, “Small world.” He loves 
storytellers!

Today, several days later, we called up Spectrum. We were having technical difficulties 
(not unusual). So, Mike arrives at 8 to save the day! He asks what I do/did in my work. 
And of course I mentioned among other things that I am a storyteller. He says, “My 
middle school teacher was the best teacher and storyteller ever! His name is Ken 
Wolfe. I learned so much from him.” This is while I’m working on my computer getting 
ready for the LIARS Contest. Can you believe it?

It’s the truth. I, of course, divulged to him that Ken is a great liar.

It is a small world and with storytelling a big influence on our listeners!
Do you have a storytelling serendipitous story for the MO-TELL register?
Make it short and sweet and send to Perrin Stifel at pstifelstl@earthlink.net.

I am a member of Puppeteers of America and the Puppet Guild of Greater St. Louis. I was the
President of the Puppet Guild from 2005-2015. Together with Jackie, we formed our business called 

The ‘Wright’ Entertainment for Children. We offer puppet shows and puppet workshops, children’s 
percussion workshops, and storytelling. We published a children’s story- coloring book based on one 
of our puppet shows.

Besides being an artist, I am a former marathon runner. I ran 100 miles a week to train for
marathons. My best marathon time is 2 hours and 41 minutes for the 26.1 miles. When I was 30
years old, I ran the Alton, IL Ten Mile Run in 54 minutes flat. Now, I am too busy to run like
that; so I only jog slowly for an hour every day; and I do not miss a day.

In 2018, I was featured in an article in St. Louis Magazine about my work as a performing artist.

I was honored in 2012 by receiving the Luminary Award from Springboard to Learning for my
percussion work with young children in St. Louis City and County Schools. Jackie and I were

recipients of St. Louis Magazine’s 2007 A-List Award for Best Story Time. In 2006 I received

the Progressive Youth Connection’s World of Children Award for my work with children through

Young Audiences of St. Louis. I received the 2005 Pillar Award given by the Intercommunity
Housing Association for dedication to serving the poor of St. Louis.

Website: www.jackieandpapawright.com



Then, suddenly, Charlotte realized her life was 
empty and she desperately needed a thick burger 

and a Guinness at a St. Louis Irish Pub and then to 
go upstairs to their event venue and have her heart 

filled with amateur storytelling from ambitious 
young college students. 

But where…? 
When…?
How…?



Magnet 
here

Magnet 
here

Stories, Gatherings, and Story Gatherings 
around our fair state. 

Thursday April 6, 2023, 7:00 pm First 
Thursday Meeting
Hybrid* meeting at Trailside Center 
AND on Zoom
Workshop: Pacing and Pauses – Gary 
Kuntz
Story Theme: “Tricksters…”
 
Saturday April 15, 2023, 10:30 am 
Third Sat. Meeting
Hybrid* meeting at Woodneath AND 
on Zoom
 
Thursday May 4, 2023, 7:00 pm First 
Thursday Meeting
Hybrid* meeting at Trailside Center 
AND on Zoom
Teller Spotlight: Sarah Tucker Poff
Story Theme: “Necessity is the Mother 
of Invention”

 
*Hybrid meetings will be held in-person at:
 Trailside Center                      Woodneath Library Center
99th & Holmes Rd.                  8900 NE Flintlock Road 
Kansas City, MO 64131         Kansas City, MO  64157
 
If not on RAPS Mailing List,
Contact: RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com for 
additional info and Zoom links.

Gateway Storytellers will 
send out email invitations 

once our next meeting 
date is confirmed.

Fran Stallings provided last 

month’s story of the Month!
Thanks, Fran!

mailto:RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com


70 years ago, “roman Holiday,” starring Audrey Hepburn and 
Gregory Peck, brought to Americans the fanciful Italian legend 
of the Mouth of Truth.  Popular and ancient Legend has it that 

liars in Rome who put their hand through the mouth would 
righteously lose it as penalty for their deceit. 

Since this famous scene charmed the pants off moviegoers and 
liars alike, the Mouth of Truth has become a favorite site visit 

for truth-tellers to be vindicated.  
It’s almost as popular as the Blarney Stone of Ireland, but 

strangely, there’s little Tourism crossover.





So many talented luthiers will bring their passion for the tensioned 
instruments to go for head-to-head harpistry! 

Many will enter, but only one will emerge intact and in tune!

Don’t miss the dancing fingers,, broken nails, and fingertips blisters of this 
savage Contest of wills and skills!

Special guest: Perrin Stiffel will perform “The epic of Gilgamesh” on his antique 
zither and brand new kazoo. Truly a sight to behold! 

This is the event they’ll all be talking about on Monday!



Um… I don’t think so. 
That’s NOT what MO-TELL 

does each July. 
Try again, mister. 

Okay, You’re right. 
We were just fooling’. 

April Fooling, you might say.

We’ll try again.



What have 
you got to 

lose?





     
     www.mo-tell.org 
 
    Silent Auction Event 2023 
         Annual Fundraising 
 
Missouri Storytelling, Inc., MO-TELL, is a 501C3 storytelling organization dedicated to 
spreading the joy and art of storytelling throughout the state of Missouri. 
 
On July 8, 2023, MO-TELL will celebrate the 9th Annual Missouri LIARS CONTEST in  
Webster Groves, MO. Contestants come from all over the state and beyond. Listeners come 
to hear the wonderful stories! The event is free and open to the public. 
 
This will be a grand event with storytelling, swapping ground, story workshop, as well as the 
LIARS CONTEST. There will be a Silent Auction to support the MO-TELL mission. 
 
We are asking for donations to the auction. The funds support storytelling in Missouri State 
Parks and Historic Sites as well as festivals. Our goal for 2023 is to raise $2,023. We can then 
bring storytelling to people throughout Missouri. We are asking for a donation valued at just 
$20 or more. Last year we had auction items valued up to $100. If you donate, your name will 
be listed in the program. The Missouri Department of Natural Resources is a partner in this 
mission. Our board and MO-TELL members donate as well. Your donation is tax-deductible. 
 
Thank you for your donation! Call or text Perrin Stifel at 314-413-2858 with any questions. 
Keep this copy for your donated item. 
 
Donor name _________________________________________ Date of donation ________ 
 
Item donated ________________________________________ Value ________________ 
 
Item donated ________________________________________ Value ________________ 
 
Donation accepted by __________________________________ (signature of member) 
 
Thanks for your support of storytelling in Missouri 
 
Joyce Slater, President, Missouri Storytelling, Inc. 
7338 Belleview, Kansas City, MO 64114 
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 Silent Auction Donations, Page 2 
       MO-TELL LIARS CONTEST 2023 
 
This page is to be returned with donated item (s) to Perrin Stifel in the St. Louis area or Joyce 
Slater in the Kansas City area for Silent Auction.  Please mail any gift certificates to Perrin at  
636 Elmwood Ave., Webster Groves, MO 63119. We will set up the auction the morning of  
July 8, 2023, at the event at the Webster Groves Masonic Temple, 12 E. Lockwood Ave. 63119. 
 
 
Donation to Missouri Storytelling, Inc., MO-TELL. 
 
Dear Friend of Storytelling, 
 
Thank you for your generous donation to MO-TELL.  MO-TELL is a 501C3 organization devoted 
to spreading the art and joy of storytelling throughout the state of Missouri.  Your gift helps to 
continue this mission in Missouri State Parks and Historic Sites. 
 
Please list the value of your donation here for tax purposes. 
 
Item __________________________________________Value__________________________ 
 
Item___________________________________________Value_________________________ 
 
 
Donor name _________________________________________ Date of donation __________ 
 
Donation(s) accepted by ________________________________(signature of member) 
 
 
Again, thanks. 
 
Missouri Storytelling, Inc. 
Call Perrin at 314-413-2858 for questions or email at pstifelstl@earthlink.net 
 
 



Those lovable muckity-mucks at 

MO-TELL are beginning a history Project. 

They’re beginning to contact current, former, 

and charter members to “pick their brains” for 

input and ideas. Your brains may just be the most 

pickable of all! 

We need your thoughts! 

See below on its own page for more information!

In 2023 MO-TELL will host four Zoom 
Events. All of these events will be at 7:00 

pm (Central) and only on Zoom.March 14 Luck of the IrishJune 13 Crazy Days of Summer
September 12 A New Moon - New Beginnings

December 12 Helping Hands



Laughter is the best medicine! So they say.

April is National Humor Month! After all, a 
giant rabbit might bring brightly colored 
hard-boiled eggs to put in your yard!

Here is a bit of humor for you.

I wondered why the baseball was getting bigger. 
Then it hit me.

The butcher backed up in the meat grinder and got 
a little behind in his work.

Did you hear about the guy whose whole left side 
disappeared? He’s all right, now.

A dentist and a manicurist fought tooth and nail.

You are stuck with your debt if you can’t budge it.

Who’s the biggest jokester on April Fools’ Day? 
Prankenstein

The biggest knight at King Arthur’s round table 
was Sir Cumference.

The dead batteries were given out free of charge.

A thief fell in wet cement and became a hardened 
criminal.

Some guy who fell into the upholstery machine 
was fully recovered.



Performance Showcase and Masterclass

Wed, Apr 5 2023 6:30pm - 8:00pm Story Center Programming 
Room Story Center Event Registration Required
Bring your best seven minute story to perform and get feedback from 
expert storyteller Angela J. Williams. This class is part of the Oral 
Storytelling Certification Program.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW
Story Swap (Zoom)

Thu, Apr 20 2023 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual 
Event
This open-mic storytelling event is open to anyone! Put your name in 
the hat for a chance to share a seven-minute story, or just come to 
enjoy the show.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW
Copyright Basics (Zoom)

Mon, Apr 24 2023 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual 
Event
Learn the basics of copyright law, what rights copyright holders have, 
the exceptions to those rights, and the proper application of fair use 
from Chris LeBeau, a member of the faculty for the Univers
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW

https://www.mymcpl.org/events/81620/performance-showcase-and-masterclass
https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/story-center
https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/story-center
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/81620/performance-showcase-and-masterclass
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D81620
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/81621/story-swap-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/81621/story-swap-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D81621
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/81622/copyright-basics-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/81622/copyright-basics-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D81622


In the coming months we will begin interviews for the 
MO-TELL HISTORY PROJECT. 

All members of MO-TELL will be asked for memories of 
Missouri Storytelling, Inc. from its beginning until 
today. We lost much of our history years ago and are 
trying to recover it through the MTHP.

This is not possible without your input! WE NEED YOU!!

Current members will be phoned or emailed by a board 
member. You may choose to respond orally or by 
email, by answering some questions, or by USPS mail 
too. We will also interview
past members and tellers involved with MO-TELL.

We want all memories and will compile them. 
We need any papers: Newsletters from the past, 
tickets, ads, photographs, etc. 

Every question could be answered with the 5 W’s. Who, 
What,
When, Where, Why will give us a full picture. Thanks! 

--Perrin Stifel

Perrin Stifel 
636 Elmwood Ave. 
Webster Groves, MO 63119

314-413-2858
pstifelstl@earthlink.net



Normally, we’d say “don’t look down” but, in this 
instance, the details for membership are below. 



Membership dues
Fiscal year, February 1-January 31

Membership Annual dues                               comes with

Single membership 1 year $25                         MO-Tell Prestige

Single membership 2 years $40                                               MO-Tell Prestige

Family membership 1 year $35                                              Family-wide 
                                Mo-tELL Prestige

Family membership 2 years $50                                        Twice as much of 
                                   the same!!

Lifetime membership -60 $250                         Logo Bag plus
                                                                                                 Member’s choice of one:

                            (Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Lifetime membership 60+     $200                          Logo Bag plus
                                                  Member’s choice of one:

                                                                                  (Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Send check payable to:

MO-Tell
c/o
Sue Hinkel
2236 Highway N
Pacific, MO 63069

Or pay via MO-TELL’s PayPal account: suehinkel1@gmail.com

The Benefits You receive for your active Membership:

1. Missouri State Parks storytelling opportunities for the future
2. Missouri Liar’s contest
3. Web site presence for storytellers
4. Monthly storytelling programs
5. Loads of Merch (hats, caps, cups, mugs, bags, and whatnot!)
6. National Storytelling Network affiliation
7. A World Class newsletter (Huzzah!)
8. Annual membership meeting (and a voice therein!)
9. Connection to the other storytelling organizations in the region 



A man in one of the villages had a very beautiful daughter. She was so lovely that 
people called her “Morning Sunrise.” Every young man who saw her wanted to 
marry her. Three, in particular, were very anxious to have her for their wife. Her 
father found it difficult to decide among them. He determined to find out by a trick 
which of the three was most worthy of her.

He bade her lie down on her bed as if she were dead. He then sent the report of her 
death to each of the three lovers, asking them to come and help him with her 
funeral.

The messenger came first to “Wise Man.” When he heard the message, he 
exclaimed, “What can this man mean? The girl is not my wife. I certainly will not 
pay any money for her funeral.”

The messenger came next to the second man. His name was “Wit.” The latter at 
once said, “Oh dear, no! I shall not pay any money for her funeral [86]expenses. 
Her father did not even let me know she was ill.” So he refused to go.

“Thinker,” the third young man—when he received the message—at once got 
ready to start. “Certainly I must go and mourn for Morning Sunrise,” said he. “Had 
she lived, surely she would have been my wife.” So he took money with him and 
set out for her home.

When he reached it her father called out, “Morning Sunrise, Morning Sunrise. 
Come here. This is your true husband.”

That very day the betrothal took place, and soon after the wedding followed. 
“Thinker” and his beautiful wife lived very happily together.

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/66923/66923-h/66923-h.htm#pb86


Missouri Storytelling, Inc (MO-TELL) is an organization of 
storytellers and other interested persons dedicated to 

spreading the joy and art of storytelling throughout Missouri. 

We envision that every Missourian will hear and 
share stories and keep the oral tradition alive. 

Newsletter design by

President: Joyce Slater, joyceslater20@gmail.com

Vice-President Sue Hinkel, suehinkel1@gmail.com

Treasurer: Jackie Wright, jpapawright@sbcglobal.net (Membership)

Secretary: Linda Kuntz, iharilag@gmail.com

At Large: Gary Kuntz, galirahi@aol.com
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